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District Implementation Resources

 

azed.gov/cte/k-8-career-literacy

https://www.azed.gov/cte/k-8-career-literacy


Early Career Exposures and Experiences 
○ Breeds purpose, meaning, and hope 
○ Enhances self-direction and curricular performance

Career Awareness Practices 
○ Integrate within core content
○ Practice workplace skills within the classroom and school environment

Research: Early Grades

Source: Starting Early - Career Development

Curricular Development Considerations:
o Standards based
o Anchored in career clusters
o Hands-on learning
o Parent participation

https://www.acteonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Xello_Starting-Early-Publication_FINAL.pdf


Standards and Strategies

Plus
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Set up a Career Discovery Corner in your library!

Library Elementary Career Awareness  

ADE Grades 2-4 Career Literacy Standard(s) 
• 1.4 Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills Use digital web-based resources, gather data, and make informed choices 
• 4.4 Interpersonal Communication Exhibit grade-level reading and writing skills that include being courteous
• 5.4 Communication and Media Fluency Use digital media as a communication tool in classroom activities
• 7.3 Principles of Money Identify sources of income



Sample Library Career Book List



Target Areas

azed.gov/cte/k-8-career-literacy

Kindergarten 
to 4th Grade

Career Awareness Career Exploration

5th to 8th Grade

Develop positive attitudes about work.
Demonstrate problem-solving skills, communication,  
                       and teamwork.
Discover new careers and work-related vocabulary.

Develop creativity, tech, and financial skills. 
Demonstrate ability to independently study career 
                       clusters and pathways.
Discover personality labels and interests as related             
                to careers. 
Create a high school career plan.

Growth

https://www.azed.gov/cte/k-8-career-literacy


Research: Middle School

Sources: ACTE and eDynamic

Expected Student Outcomes
✔ Educational engagement
✔ Enhanced self-awareness
✔ Development of future goals

Curricular Development Considerations
✔ Required class with a dedicated teacher  
✔ Anchored in career clusters
✔ Standards-based Instruction
✔ Experiential classroom learning
✔ Real-world connections
✔ Practice professional and employability skills

This is the time when students can benefit the most from career exploration!

Connections from school to career lead to higher engagement!

https://www.acteonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ACTE_CC_Paper_FINAL.pdf


Implementation Strategies

https://careertech.org/

https://careertech.org/


• Agriculture
• Business and Marketing
• Family and Consumer Sciences
• Education and Training
• Health Sciences
• Industrial and Emerging Technologies

CTE Certification Areas

azed.gov/educator-certification/forms-and-information/certificates

Implementation Strategy 1   
Plan for a dedicated teacher with CTE certification to teach career 
exploration courses

In Arizona, there are six options to obtain CTE certification for industry 
professionals and academic educators.

K-12 CTE Educator Certificates

https://www.azed.gov/educator-certification/forms-and-information/certificates
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/10/Teacher-Certification-Checklist.pdf


azed.gov/cte/k-8-career-literacy

Solve It STEM Challenges

Implementation Strategy 1 PBL 

https://www.azed.gov/cte/k-8-career-literacy
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Implementation Strategy 2 
Develop employability skills - professional skills

azed.gov/cte/k-8-career-literacy#CLStandards

https://www.azed.gov/cte/k-8-career-literacy#CLStandards


Preview lessons and request a consultation or virtual demo at:
https://www.arizonafuture.org/programs/workforce-programs/possible-futures-career-exploration-curriculum/ 

Implementation Strategy 3
Flexible curriculum

https://www.arizonafuture.org/programs/workforce-programs/possible-futures-career-exploration-curriculum/


Implementation Strategy 4 

myfutureaz.pipelineaz.com//

Academic and Career Planning Tools

https://myfutureaz.pipelineaz.com/


myfutureaz.pipelineaz.com

CTE Program Alignment 
 

Where are Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
classes aligned to my career choice offered?

https://myfutureaz.pipelineaz.com/


Plan for High School 

myfutureaz.pipelineaz.com

https://myfutureaz.pipelineaz.com/


• FREE platform that matches 
schools with industry professionals!

• Professionals are trained on how to:
• share career paths answer 

student questions. 
• provide content enrichment
• support project-based 

learning

EducatorProConnect.org

Enable short-term interactions with business and 
community members.

Implementation Strategy 5

https://www.educatorproconnect.org/


Career Based Clubs/Events

Career and Technical Student Organization (CTSO)
azed.gov/cte/ctso

Implementation Strategy 6

https://www.azed.gov/cte/ctso


https://www.azed.gov/titleiv-a

Title IV-A Funding

Well-Rounded Education 
College & Career Readiness

Eligibility: ESEA Consolidate Grant (Entitlement)
Grades K-12

Director Approved Title I grant in the previous year includes Title IV-A
$10,000 minimum allocation

Staff
Stipends Planning Time
Salaries for new positions

Supplies
Project-Based Learning
Class supplies
Educational Field Trips
Supplemental library books

Professional Development
Conference fees 

(Staff & Students)
Online learning opportunities
Travel 

Take advantage of existing funding to support 
 your K-8 Career Literacy Implementation

https://www.azed.gov/titleiv-a


Title IV-A measures a district’s program in its entirety.
• ADE CTE recommendation for program effectiveness measurements 

based on best practices from Career Literacy Research: 

Title IV-A Funding

Well-Rounded Education 
College & Career Readiness

Elementary
● College/Career Readiness Resource -

Library Career Discovery Corner
● Educator stipends
● PBL curriculum tied to AZ Career 

Literacy Standards and to career 
clusters

● Number of Career Exposures
● Pre & Post Survey

Middle School
● Dedicated/Certified CTE Teacher 
● Semester long course
● PBL curriculum tied to AZ Career 

Literacy Standards and to career 
clusters

● High School Placement
● Pre-Educational and Career 

Action Plan (ECAP) 

_

https://www.azed.gov/titleiv-a

https://www.azed.gov/titleiv-a
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Susan.Farretta@azed.gov
ADE CTE Career Development Specialist

mailto:Susan.Farretta@azed.gov
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