School Counselor
Connection
October 2020
From your School Counselor Specialist &
Post-Secondary Coordinator
As we continue to face new situations everyday, we are
inspired by the work we are seeing in the field. Please
remember to take care of yourselves. Your own health and
well being need to be a top priority as you continue to serve
your school, students, and communities.
November is Career Development Month. We have included some new resources to assist
you in the career domain and check out the webinar series hosted by ASCA.
Please reach out if you need anything. We are here to support you. Our contact information is
located at the end of this newsletter.

Upcoming Events
Be a Leader - Taking Steps Towards College Success - Virtual Summit

Join Be a Leader for a FREE great event November 13-15. Great sessions for students, parents,
and educators. Click on the flyer below for a link for more information and to register.
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Arizona College Consortium - Virtual College Fairs

Download
679.1 KB

We invite and encourage all Arizona students to participate in the Arizona College
Consortium's Virtual college fair. The event features more than 30 local community colleges,
universities and trade schools.
All seniors who attend the LIVE event will be entered to win a $500 scholarship!
The next virtual fair will be on Tuesday, November 17th. We encourage students and parents
to participate in this awesome event. Event details will be shared through your registration
confirmation.
To register for the virtual college fair:
1. Register with GotoCollegeFairs https://virtual.gotocollegefairs.com/azccvirtualfair/begin
2. Login to your Virtual Fair: https://virtual.gotocollegefairs.com/azccvirtualfair/sign-in?
rId=639839
You can visit and explore colleges, discover application details, view videos and special links
before the event. On the date of the LIVE virtual event, representatives from all participating
schools will be live and online to answer questions and provide support. THREE live sessions,
with Q n A, on application process, FAFSA, and a Roadmap to Survival after high school.

The Hosting organization for this event is the Arizona College Consortium - visit www.azcc.org for more details.
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2020 College Nexus Virtual Summit
November 12, 2020
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Maricopa Community Colleges invites you to attend MCCCD's annual College Nexus Summit.
Based on feedback regarding last's College Nexus Summit, the purpose of this conference is
to help simplify processes for students and forge stronger relationships, creating more
effective support systems for college-bound students, and building on the student enrollment
and registration improvements implemented this year.
Breakout sessions will feature College presenters and facilitators with the goal of listening
more than speaking on the following topics:
Dual Enrollment Pathway Mapping
Dual Enrollment Instruction and Funding Access
Equity, and Achievement
Student Experience
LEARN MORE HERE
Please contact jesus.chaidez@domail.maricopa.edu with any questions or suggestions.
RMACAC Virtual Roadmap
November 17, 2020
8:00 AM – 1:00 PM
$20/members | $25/non-members
Register now

**Registration closes on November 10th**
Join us for a day of professional development for school/college counselors. Breakout
sessions will be offered to learn about a variety of topics to gain understanding in how to
better support our students in the college planning process.

Sessions may include:
Supporting First-Generation and Underserved Students
Supporting Native American Students
Creating a Comprehensive College Counseling Program
Mental Health and Resilience
Finding a College Fit Beyond the Major
And more!
For questions or more information please contact NaTasha Henry, RMACAC Professional
Development Chair
East Valley School Counselor Virtual Symposium

Join MCC & AzSCA on November 20th for the 3rd annual East Valley School Counselor
Symposium. This year it will be virtual. Click on the flyer below for more information and a link
to register.
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Future Sun Devil Family Week

ASU hopes you will make plans to join them for Future Sun Devil Family Week. ASU is
showcasing the Poly campus. FSDF events are a fantastic opportunity for students and
parents to experience a university campus, talk to current college students, learn the benefits
of attending college, and start to create their pathway to higher education. ASU is excited to
announce they are going virtual this year and will be hosting throughout the week of
November 16-20, 2020. Please share with your students and families.
Registration links are below:
English registration: https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=580395&
Spanish registration: https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=581176&

Hatching Results - FREE Webinar Series with Trish Hatch
Conversations and Solutions in School Counseling Webinar Series
Public Consulting Group is proud to partner with Hatching Results to present a series of free
webinars to support professional development for district-level decision makers, building
administrators, and practicing school counselors. These engaging and informational webinars
cover a wide range of topics in school counseling, offering strategies to support students and
improve educational services. By sharing these success stories, we can close the learning gap
and improve outcomes for all students.

Click Here for Webinar Information & to Register
Virtual Advising - AzCAN
AzCAN has an AmeriCorps program that consists of virtual college advisers who are current
college students. These advisers are working with high school students (100% free to
schools) from all over the state. Contact information is below if you would like more
information.

AzSCA - Arizona School Counselors Association
AzSCA Conference 2021 - School Counselors Rock

Register

Benefits of Attending

Call for Proposals

Schedule

Awards Nominations

ACTEAZ - Association for Career and Technical Education
Arizona
Congratulations to 4 ACTEAZ Members Chosen to be Mentors for the Inclusion, Access,
Equity and Diversity (IAED) for ACTE
Congratulations goes to Shelly Thome, Stephen Weltsch, Rahsaan Bartet and Aaron Parsons
for being selected as IAED Mentors for ACTE. This was a rigorous application process and
only a total of 31 Mentors were selected in all. We are happy to report that out of these 31
Mentors, Region V had ten of those Mentors, and 4 were from Arizona.
More Great News! if you are interested in becoming a Mentee, applications are open through
November 1, 2020. Learn more and apply at https://www.acteonline.org/iaed-mentorshipprogram/.
Vision is Now Virtual
After thoughtful consideration, ACTE is excited to announce CareerTech VISION 2020 is
moving to a fully online, virtual experience, happening Nov. 30–Dec. 4! We at ACTE believe this
is the safest approach for our attendees and look forward to offering you, from the comfort
and convenience of your own home, school or office, enhanced and expanded programming,
and immersive professional development that addresses timely topics impacting career and
technical education (CTE)!
Learn more and register

United States Marine Corps
Joining the military is one of many options students have after they graduate. Click below for
up to date information regarding the United States Marine Corps including their Educators
Workshop taking place in April in San Diego.
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Homeless Youth and the FAFSA
Independent Student Status for Unaccompanied Homeless Youth
As a reminder, unaccompanied homeless youth (UHY), as defined by the education subtitle of
the McKinney-Vento Act, qualify as independent students for purposes of federal financial aid.
This means that their aid package is calculated solely on their own income and assets [not

those of their parent(s)/guardian(s)], and they do not need to submit parent information or a
parent signature on their FAFSA.
Who Makes Determinations of Independent Student Status?
As a reminder, the McKinney-Vento Act requires local homeless education liaisons to ensure
that UHY are informed and receive verification of their independent student status (See
question Q-2 of the U.S. Department of Education's Education for Homeless Children and

Youths Program Non-Regulatory Guidance). Additionally, directors of emergency shelters or
transitional housing programs funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development, directors of runaway or homeless youth basic center or transitional living
programs, and financial aid administrators (FAAs) also may make determinations of
independent status for UHY. FAAs are required to make these determinations in the absence
of a determination by a liaison, HUD program, or RHY program (see pg AVG-133 of the
Application and Verification Guide: 2020-2021).
Access the 2021-2022 FAFSA
It is recommended that young people complete the FAFSA online, as FAFSA on the Web uses
skip logic and other tools to make the submission process simpler. For a preview of the UHY
independent status questions, see questions 55-57 of the PDF FAFSA (English | Spanish).
More Information
For more information on independent student status for UHY, visit https://nche.ed.gov/highereducation/, or contact the NCHE homeless education helpline at 800.308.2145 or
homeless@serve.org.

School Counselor Connection PD & Collaboration
Join your ADE School Counselor Specialist & Post-Secondary Coordinator for monthly "Office
Hours" to get updates and connect with other school counselors from around the state.
These virtual meetups are a chance for school counselors across Arizona to connect, share,
and support each other during this new educational landscape. Join our monthly meetup and
connect with your colleagues to learn and lead from wherever you are in our state!
Click on the button below to register.
Note: The Middle School Counselor Connection for November has been canceled. I will send
an invite to all those who registered to attend the Elementary School Counselor Connection on
Tuesday, November 9th. The High School Counselor Connection will only be 30 minutes in
November so school counselors can also attend the Dual Enrollment webinar that is being held
that day.

Elementary School Counselor Connection

Middle School Counselor Connection

High School Counselor Connection
Professional Development
ASCA Webinar - Legal/Ethical Implications of the Hatch Amendment
November 17, 2020 11:00 am EST
Learn more or register

Project EASEL: Empowering Arizona with Social Emotional Learning
Project EASEL: Empowering Arizona with Social Emotional Learning (formerly the AZ CCCTT

project), sponsored by the Arizona Department of Education, provides free virtual trainings to
educators, counselors, and others to increase students’ social emotional learning.
For registration information regarding Developing Students’ Competency free 90-minute
Exploration Webinars, please click here.

Developing Students’ Competency Skills Topics:
Thursday, November 19, 2020 @ 2:00 p.m.
Developing Students’ Self-Efficacy
Thursday, February 4, 2021 @ 2:00 p.m.
Developing Students’ Self-Regulation
Thursday, March 4, 2021 @ 2:00 p.m.
Developing Students’ Assertiveness
Thursday, April 8, 2021 @ 2:00 p.m.
Developing Students’ Self-Efficacy
To view opportunities and access registration links, click here!

FAFSA Webinars
FREE FAFSA trainings for school counselors, teachers, college access professionals, or any
other staff members who assist students with their FAFSA application. Click here to see the
schedule and to register.

AzCAN Webinar Series
AzCAN is hosting webinars on the following dates and topics:
November 17, 2020
2:00 - 3:00
Supporting Undocumented Students: 101
December 1, 2020
2:00 - 3:00
Persistence, Partnerships, and Protocols - Providing Virtual Support for Students during
COVID-19
January 27, 2021
2:00 - 3:00
A New Approach to Paying for College
January 27, 2021
2:00 - 3:00
6 Critical Steps to Make College More Affordable and Reduce Barriers to Attendance
***Click on the flyer below to register for these webinars***
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Resources Hub
Social media has been a great way for school counselors to share ideas. While we have a long
term goal is to put together lesson plans for use in your comprehensive school counseling
programs, we can start sharing our resources now. They will then be posted to the online for
everyone to have access and adapt as needed to fit personal needs.
Check out the great fillable ECAP document created by AAEC. Thank you to Lexie Isaacks
from AAEC for sharing!

Check out the buttons below for some great career development resources from the
National Career Development Association.
CareerGirls.org is a comprehensive video-based career exploration and readiness tool for
girls. It’s free to use, and free of ads. We have the largest online collection of career
guidance videos focusing exclusively on diverse and accomplished women — over 250 of
whom are in STEM fields — and we add to it weekly. Click on the button below to check
our CareerGirls.
Wide Open School helps families and educators (K-12) find trusted resources to enrich
and support distance learning. Every day students can access free, high-quality learning
activities across subjects, all in one place. More than 75 partners and supporters have
come together to meet the change in learning needs of students, teachers, and families
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

If you think you have a great lesson, form, activity, presentation, etc. please share with me at
amanda.nolasco@azed.gov.
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Internet Sites for Career Planning

K-12 Activities - Liz Jones-Plainwell Counseling
Center

CareerGirls

Wide Open Schools
ASCA - American School Counseling Association

ASCA has an amazing line up of webinars scheduled for November which is Career
Development Month.
Get the latest on career development for your students with a month's worth of webinars and
sessions. In addition to traditional webinars focused on career development topics, you also
have access to a robust set of Careers Your Students Should Know About sessions, which will
help you learn about different industries and fields that may be right for your students to
consider. All sessions are free to members.
Careers Your Students Should Know About: Architecture/Construction
Nov. 3, 2020, 12–1 p.m. EST
North American Technician Excellence (NATE), American Society of Interior Designers, AWFS
(Association of Woodworking & Furnishings Suppliers), Explore the Trades, National Wood
Flooring Association
Learn more
Career Development in a Changing World
Nov. 4, 2020, 1 p.m. EST
Learn more
Careers Your Students Should Know About: Law/Public Safety/Corrections/Security, Health
Sciences
Nov. 5, 2020, 12–1 p.m. EST
BCSP Foundation, AIHA, American Physical Therapy Association, ASET – The
Neurodiagnostic Society, AAMI, Association of Accredited Naturopathic Medical Colleges,
Hand and Stone Massage and Facial Spa
Learn more
Careers Your Students Should Know About: Arts/AV Technology/Communications,
Business/Management/Administration, Human Services, STEM
Nov. 10, 2020, 12–1 p.m. EST
Cyber Center for Education & Innovation, National Court Reporters Association, Center for
Audit Quality, Certification Council for Professional Dog Trainers, GIA (Gemological Institute
of America), Construct Reach
Learn more
Prepare Students for Careers in a Global Economy
Nov. 11, 2020, 2 p.m. EST
Learn more
Careers Your Students Should Know About: Architecture/Construction
Nov. 12, 2020, 12–1 p.m. EST
Electrical Training Alliance, Heat and Frost Insulators and Allied Workers, International
Training Institute, International Masonry Training and Education Foundation, North America
Building Trades Union (NABTU), The International Union of Painters and Allied Trades, The
United Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry
of the United States and Canada (UA), Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA)

Learn more
A Conversation on Postsecondary Opportunities
Nov. 16, 2020, 2 p.m. EST
Learn more
Careers Your Students Should Know About: Architecture/Construction, Business/
Management/Administration, Agriculture/Food/Natural Resources, Manufacturing,
Government/Public Administration, Transportation/Distribution/Logistics
Nov. 19, 2020, 12–1 p.m. EST
IDEAL Electrical, Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Sports Turf Managers
Association, Caterpillar Inc., National Electrical Contractors Association, Air Line Pilots
Association Intl., RV Technical Institute
Learn more
Align Academic Advisement to Career Interest
Nov. 23, 2020, 1 p.m. EST
Learn more
Postsecondary Transition for Students With Disabilities
Nov. 30, 2020, 12 p.m. EST
Learn more

Click Here for Webinar Registration
Suggested Readings
Our roles require us to have knowledge in a variety of areas. Please see these articles below
that discuss crucial topics:

Improving Equity in and Access to Quality CTE Programs for Students Experiencing
Homelessness
What's in a name? Why the title of school counselor matters
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Do you have colleagues who didn’t receive this email? Please forward to them. And click here
so we can add/update their information in our database.
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