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Sample Test Name: Dental Assisting

(These items were developed by teachers for the Technical Skills Assessment. Below is a
sample item for each program standard.)

Question 1 of 15

What term describes the dividing point of a multi-rooted tooth?

A) Frenum

B) Fulcrum

C) Furcation

D) Recession

Question 2 of 15

Which system is NOT an electronic system?

A) Advanced recall

B) Chronological card

C) Computer recall

D) Teledentistry

Question 3 of 15

What government agency requires the use of PPE to protect against contact with all body
fluids whether or not blood is visible?

A) BSI

B) CDA

C) OPIM

D) OSHA
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Question 4 of 15

What condition in the oral cavity relates to excessive bone growth?

A) Angular cheilitis

B) Gingivitis

C) Stomatitis

D) Tori

Question 5 of 15

What is the correct method of handpiece maintenance between patients?

A) Clean

B) Disinfect

C) Sterilize

D) Wipe down

Question 6 of 15

In dentistry, what drug is in the local anesthetic that prolongs its effect?

A) Acetaminophen

B) Citanest

C) Codeine

D) Epinephrine

Question 7 of 15

Which item is considered contaminated waste?

A) Food container

B) Paper towels

C) Patient napkin

D) Unused 2x2 gauze
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Question 8 of 15

Which technique is NOT used in radiology?

A) XCP

B) Occlusal

C) Paralleling

D) Bisecting

Question 9 of 15

How should a patient with vertigo be positioned in the dental chair?

A) Patient chair in supine position

B) Patient chair sitting upright

C) Patient chair supine turned left

D) Patient chair supine turned right

Question 10 of 15

While charting a patient's pocket depths, the readings are consistently 4-6mm. To which
specialist would the patient be referred?

A) Endodontist

B) Periodontist

C) Proctologist

D) Prosthodontist

Question 11 of 15

What is an anticariogenic treatment?

A) Amalgam

B) Composite

C) Crown prep

D) Fluoride
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Question 12 of 15

What is the acronym AED?

A) Arterial emergency device

B) Automated external defibrillator

C) Automatic exfoliating device

D) Axillary endodontic device

Question 13 of 15

When a patient enters a dental office with a toothache, who is responsible for prescribing an
x-ray?

A) Dental assistant

B) Dental hygienist

C) Dental receptionist

D) Dentist

Question 14 of 15

A patient's pulse is taken for 30 seconds, and the count is 30. How would this count be
recorded in the patient's chart?

A) 15/minute

B) 30/minute

C) 60/minute

D) 90/minute

Question 15 of 15

What do the initials "CE" mean?

A) Certified Education

B) Certified Employment

C) Continuing Education

D) Continuing Employment
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Question Answer
1. C
2. B
3. D
4. D
5. C
6. D
7. C
8. A
9. B
10. B
11. D
12. B
13. D
14. C
15. C

Dental Assisting Sample Test Answer Key 
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