School Counselor
Connection
September 2021
From your School Counselor Specialist &
Director of Post-Secondary & Community
Engagement
Can you believe the first quarter to school is coming to a
close? We hope everyone finishes out the quarter strong and
enjoys their October Break.
Please reach out if you need anything. We are here to support
you. Our contact information is located at the end of this newsletter.

My Future AZ - Career Planning & ECAP Platform

My Future AZ is up and running. If you are interested in learning more, join us for one of these
onboarding/training opportunities:
Monday, 9/27: 9:00 am – 10:00 am
Monday, 9/27: 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Thursday, 9/30: 8:00 am – 9:00 am
Thursday, 9/30: 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
To register, visit the My Future AZ – Onboarding Training September 2021 Form to submit the
date and time you would like to attend.
Want to learn more, but not available for these dates? Fill out the Interest Form for Onboarding
and you will be notified of future onboarding and training dates.

Learn more about My Future AZ
ADE School Counseling Padlet - Resources Hub
As we continue to find ways to provide and share resources, we have created a School
Counseling Padlet for easy access to resources. Please send us any items you would like us
to share out with your school counseling colleagues.
You can access it at https://padlet.com/adeschoolcounseling or by clicking on the button
b l

ADE School Counseling Padlet
School Counselor Connection PD & Collaboration
Join your ADE School Counselor Specialist & Director of Post-Secondary & Community
Engagement for monthly "Office Hours" to get updates and connect with other school
counselors from around the state.
These virtual meetups are a chance for school counselors across Arizona to connect, share,
and support each other. Join our monthly meetup and connect with your colleagues to learn
and lead from wherever you are in our state!
Click on the button below to register for the fall dates.

K-8 Office Hours Registration

High School Office Hours Registration
ESS Focused Professional Development
Are you a school counselor where your emphasis is ESS? Do you need more support or PD
with transition planning? Check out these PD opportunities provided by the Secondary
Transition Team from ADE.

The ADE/ESS Secondary Transition (ST) Team is excited to launch a variety of webinar
sessions for the upcoming 2021-22 fall semester.
Transition Tuesdays
Transition 101 Series
Getting Centered on Out-of-the-Box Thinking: Person-Centered Planning for TransitionAged Students
Please view the marketing flyers that provide detailed information about each webinar series.

Registration will be required for all events, and the registration links are available for all
sessions on both the corresponding marketing flyers and the ADE Secondary Transition
webpage. If requesting accommodations, please register no later than 3 business days before
the scheduled webinar.
Feel free to join any session that will make a positive impact on your secondary transition
professional practices.
On behalf of the ESS Secondary Transition Team, we want to say welcome back to a new and
exciting school year. We look forward to seeing you virtually this fall semester.
If you have any questions regarding any one of the webinars, please email the ST Team.
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School Safety Program
The School Safety Program at the Arizona Department of Education provides grant funding to
schools to hire School Counselors through the School Safety Expansion Continuation Grant
and the School Safety-ESSER Grant. The School Safety Team would like to invite our School
Counselor grantees to join us at our monthly SSP Counselors and Social Workers Coffee
Chats! A space to connect with other grantees and share experiences and resources. There
are two opportunities to join us each month:
2nd Friday of each month at 8:30 am (First Meeting 9/10/2021):
https://azed-gov.zoom.us/j/84672423488?pwd=WE1SVWYyV3ZZR29idkFQRkQyb1RZQT09
Meeting ID: 846 7242 3488
Passcode: 2!Vi=X
4th Friday of each month at 1:00 pm (First Meeting 9/24/2021):
https://azed-gov.zoom.us/j/86990117117?pwd=bTNjV1kyMno4ZW5hMUFMb1ppdE14Zz09
Meeting ID: 869 9011 7117
Passcode: SmA9x&

If you need support or have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to the
School Safety Team at schoolsafety.socialwellness@azed.gov

ADE Trainings Available
The Project AWARE team would like to invite you to a series of virtual trainings aimed to
support the work of school counselors and school social workers:

Social Emotional Learning Essentials
Join us to expand your knowledge of SEL.
When: Oct 21, 2021 02:00 PM Arizona
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://azed-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsc-CrpjovG9Mtm7f8IUf8DbvE8aTduzci
Trauma Responsive Approaches
Join us to learn more about trauma informed care and trauma responsive approaches to use
at your school
When: Nov 18, 2021 02:00 PM Arizona
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://azed-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkc-6oqjwrHNfVlgpCgs-N81KvYFZB0Da9

CTE Recruitment for Inclusion of Students with Disabilities:
Innovative Strategies from a Panel of Your Peers
The ADE/ESS Secondary Transition Team is excited to announce a virtual professional
learning opportunity on Wednesday, September 29, 2021 from 2:30–3:30 p.m. for school
administrators, school counselors, Career and Technical Education (CTE) staff, and special
education staff. Please share with any other stakeholder who is interested in this topic.
CTE Recruitment for Inclusion of Students with Disabilities: Innovative Strategies from a Panel
of Your Peers
How do you increase the inclusion of students with disabilities in Career and Technical
Education (CTE) programs? Join ADE CTE and Exceptional Student Services staff as they host
a conversation with Arizona school districts about their innovative ideas and best practices
for CTE recruitment. ADE will also share a resource with recruitment strategies collected
from educators, counselors, and administrators statewide during the last year. Prepare to build
your recruitment toolbox with fresh ideas used throughout Arizona.
Please register for this webinar in advance. After registering, you will receive a confirmation
email containing information about joining the meeting.
Please email Amanda Nolasco, ADE School Counselor Specialist, with any questions
regarding this professional learning opportunity.

East Valley Regional School Counselor Virtual Symposium
Registration is now open for the 4th Annual East Valley Regional School Counselor
Symposium on October 15, 2021 from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm.
As a reminder, this year’s event will be held virtually.
At the event you will:
· hear updates about new and innovative programs.
· collaborate with your peers.
· speak directly with program experts.
· attend choice breakout sessions on current hot topics.
Together we can help better prepare our students to become productive members of our
community. As our future workforce, we share in the goal to help all students become life-

ready.

Register Here - EV Regional School Counselor
Symposium
AZ Bioscience Week
To support and promote AZ Bioscience Week October 3rd- 9th, the Office of the Maricopa
County School Superintendent partnered with Flinn Foundation for a series of Virtual Events
for teachers and students! The theme is Exploring Pathways to Life and Bioscience Careers.
See events below that features panelists and events developed for 6th-12 grades. The
webpage for registration is below

Schoolsup.org/bioscience

ACTEAZ - Fall Fest

ACTEAZ is hosting Fall Fest: A Cornucopia of Tips and Tricks for New CTE Teachers, a virtual
symposium for new CTE educators, October 28 – December 13, 2021.
***Sessions and content will be available on demand 24/7 until December 13, 2021.*** We
know the fall semester is extremely busy, and we hope the extended time frame will give you
more time to enjoy all the presentations.
Fall Fest will focus on personal and professional development for new teachers (or those who
feel like they are still new!).
Session content will include:
· Instructional best practices for the CTE classroom
· Classroom management tips and tricks
· Productivity tools and techniques to increase your efficiency
· And other tools you can use as a new teacher to make your life easier!
Cost for the symposium is $25, and includes community discussion boards, virtual hangouts,
and more. Attendees will be awarded a certificate of completion for 10 professional
development hours.
Join us! We know Fall Fest will provide new, valuable skills and information that will serve you
in your career for years to come.

Fall Fest Registration
ACTEAZ - Midwinter Conference

The 2022 Midwinter Conference is scheduled for February 3-4, 2022 at the Prescott Resort and
Conference Center. Call for Presentations will be coming out shortly along with Registration.
Please check the website frequently to receive updates as we post the latest news.

Midwinter Conference Information
Bring Change to Mind (BC2M)

The national non-profit, Bring Change to Mind (BC2M), is partnering with Arizona High Schools
to launch student-led mental health clubs. BC2M’s work aims to end the stigma and
discrimination surrounding mental illness. The clubs, which are currently held both virtually or
in-person, are student-led and overseen by a faculty advisor. Each club will receive $500 for
student activities, access to a web portal with educational materials and resources, a free
Headspace subscription, and opportunities to attend remote and in-person local and national
events with other club chapters

If you are interested in having a student-led mental health club at your school, please share
this information with your staff; staff can email Leanne Murphy at
leanne.murphy@bringchange2mind.org for more information.

BC2M Website
Pandemic Support - Free Counseling Services
Resilient AZ Crisis Counseling Program
Assists individuals recovering from the psychological effects of the coronavirus pandemic,
through outreach, emotional support, and educational services. All services are free and
confidential. For individual/family services, 480.736.4978 or email CCReferrals@lafronteraempact.org, and for group services contact 480.694.4436 or email Krylyn.Peters@lafronteraempact.org
The program is federally funded through FEMA and SAMHSA, with the goal of providing
emotional support, education, and outreach to Arizonans dealing with the psychological
impact of the pandemic.
As part of that goal they are offering monthly workshops and groups through the end of
November 2021. Workshops include: Tips to Handle Pandemic Stress, and Surviving Grief
While calendar events are open to the community, they are also available to provide services
directly to specific groups.
Check out their Facebook Page La Frontera Empact - Suicide Prevention Center
for weekly "Wellness Tips." Past tips include:
Breathing to Reduce Stress
Body Scanning to Reduce Stress
Progressive Muscle Relaxation
Using Mindfulness for Relaxation
Stretching and Movement
Positive Self-Talk
4 Tips for Dealing with Grief
8 Mindfulness Principles
Grounding Skills to Reduce Anxiety
Check out their October Resilient BINGO card, which includes strategies and links to various
online resources they share in their workshops and groups.
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In collaboration with Arizona Science Center, this year’s event will be held at Arizona Science
Center on September 29th from 8:30am to 5pm. Given social distancing regulations and
space constraints, the number of in person attendees will be limited to 500.

More Info & Registration
AZ FAFSA Kick-Off - September 28th

AZ FAFSA Kick-off Registration Link

FAFSA Boot Camp Series
Become a FAFSA expert! This FREE FAFSA training series will provide a comprehensive
overview of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. This series will provide school
counselors, teachers, and college access professionals the skills and knowledge to assist
students and families with completing the FAFSA!
Click on the flyer below to review the dates, topics and to register.
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Tempe College Connect
Great opportunity for your students. English and Spanish flyers below.
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College Prep Steps for Seniors workshop 9.29.21.pdf

Be a Leader Foundation
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Join Be a Leader for their annual Taking Steps Towards College Success Summit. It will be
virtual again this year! See flyer below to share with your community.
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Be A Leader Taking Steps Event 2021 Commercial

Be a Leader Taking Steps Event 2021 Student
Testimonial
3 Strategies to Support Your Future Workforce
Did you know: Only 45% of Arizona students completed the FAFSA last year? They’re
tomorrow’s workforce, and we all have a role to play in building the talent our economy needs.
That’s why Valley Leadership’s Impact Maker Education Team has identified three strategies
for businesses to support their future workforce.
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Wild Out Counselor Wednesdays
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Joins AzCAN, ASU, and Be a Leader for their Wild Our Counselor Wednesday series again this
year! Future dates and registration links:
October 20, 2021
https://na.eventscloud.com/633619
November 17, 2021
https://na.eventscloud.com/633620
Jan 19, 2021
https://na.eventscloud.com/633621
Feb 16, 2021
https://na.eventscloud.com/633622
March 23, 2021
https://na.eventscloud.com/633623
April 20, 2021
https://na.eventscloud.com/633624

NAU Admissions Support

NAU
Counselors, students, and parents can connect with their Admission Officers for any
questions, concerns, requests, or for 1:1 appointments at:
https://nau.edu/admission/admissions-officers/

Admitted students, their parents, and counselors can also check out how to complete next
steps of enrollment at: https://nau.edu/admission/freshmen-next-steps/
Students and families can watch a virtual campus visit presentation and take a virtual tour of
campus at: https://nau.edu/virtual-nau/

Students and families are welcome to visit the Flagstaff campus for a campus tour. Students
and families can register for on-campus tours here: https://nau.edu/admission/daily-campustours/
Save the Dates
In Person NAUnity Day
Saturday, September 25th, 2021
NAUnity Day brings students from all ethnic and cultural backgrounds and identities together
to explore a welcoming community that embraces academic excellence, learning, diversity,
and inclusion.
This event will feature a student panel, presentations from Admissions, First Generation
Programs, and Office of Inclusion: Multicultural & LGBTQIA Student Services. It’s a great
opportunity to experience life as a Lumberjack and explore the diverse and inclusive academic
and social environment offered at NAU.
In Person Indigenous Visit Day (Invite Only)
Friday, November 5th, 2021
Discover how NAU honors cultures through academic and personal development. Students
will learn about the Office of Indigenous Student Success, courses in Applied Indigenous
Studies, scholarships and financial aid, and balancing culture with education.
Virtual Indigenous Visit Day
Saturday, November 6th, 2021
Discover how NAU honors cultures through academic and personal development. Students
will learn about the Office of Indigenous Student Success, courses in Applied Indigenous
Studies, scholarships and financial aid, and balancing culture with education.
Virtual Transfer Visit Day

Friday, November 12th, 2021
Our most extensive virtual transfer visit experience includes insider tips from other transfer
students, information about the transfer credit process, transfer requirements, campus life,
and more.
In Person Transfer Visit Day (Invite Only)
Friday, November 19th, 2021
Our most extensive virtual transfer visit experience includes insider tips from other transfer
students, information about the transfer credit process, transfer requirements, campus life,
and more.
In Person NAU Said Yes Day (Invite Only)
Saturday, November 20th, 2021

GCU Updates & Information
Upcoming GCU College of Education Conference- Dec. 13, 2021
Flyer below: Building Virtues Conference: Character Education in a Changing World
This is an upcoming conference opportunity COE is hosting at GCU on character
education
Canyon L.E.A.P. to Teach Alternative Pathway Program
The secondary and elementary education graduate certificates offered through Grand
Canyon University’s Canyon L.E.A.P. to Teach program is intended for those looking to
becoming a certified teacher who already hold a bachelor’s degree but do not currently
hold a teacher’s license. The pathway equips candidates to work as a teacher of record in
a middle or high school classroom by pursuing a non-traditional route to teacher
licensure with the support of their school district.
Approved by Arizona Department of education, the Canyon L.E.A.P. to Teach pathway is an
innovative, non-traditional approach to earning a teaching certificate. This structured L.E.A.P.
program prepares teacher candidates to earn their secondary education certificate through an
immersive learning experience that includes daytime teaching, professional development,
mentor support and graduate coursework.
Current informational links to the programs:
https://www.gcu.edu/degree-programs/graduate-certificate-elementary-education
https://www.gcu.edu/degree-programs/graduate-certificate-secondary-education

pdf

21COE0082-CharacEduConf-STD-FLY_v5.pdf

Download
95.4 KB

Arizona College Consortium - Virtual College Fairs
The Arizona College Consortium is offering both in-person and virtual fairs this year to best
meet the needs of school and students We would love to have you and your students join us

on one or more of the following dates for our ACC Virtual Fairs with presentations from more
than 30 schools, community colleges, and universities in and around the state of Arizona:
· Monday, November 22nd, 1:00 - 2:30 PM
· Monday, April 25th, 5:30 - 7:00 PM
These events will be conducted through Zoom and be in a "5x5" format. All attendees will start
in a general Zoom meeting room for a brief intro, then breakout rooms will open for
presentations. Each breakout room will consist of 5 similar schools (Community Colleges,
Private Universities, Technical Schools, etc.). Each school will present briefly about their
school for 5 minutes, so 25 minutes of presentations in the breakout room, followed by
another session of the same allowing participants to see 10 schools present. Here is a
sample schedule:
· 10 minute introduction of schools and explanation of the fair structure
· 25 minute Breakout Presentation Session 1
· 5 minute regroup in main Zoom room to allow participants to pick their 2nd presentation
room
· 25 minute Breakout Presentation Session 1
The whole thing should only take a little over an hour.
Website: https://sites.google.com/view/arizona-college-consortium

Earn to Learn Scholarship - Pima Community College
Do you know a current or incoming student at Pima Community College for the 2022-2023
academic year? Apply for a $4,000 Renewable Scholarship!
Who is eligible?
- Full-time Pima Community College undergraduate students who are expected to complete 24
credits by the end of the academic year
- Students must be in a degree-seeking program, including transfer and direct employment
degrees -OR- an Aviation Technology certificate program
- Eligible for In-State Tuition and Federal Financial Aid
- Eligible to receive Pell grant funds
Apply Today! www.earntolearn.org
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Email Distribution List
If you no longer want to receive these emails, please email me at amanda.nolasco@azed.gov
Do you have colleagues who didn’t receive this email? Please forward to them. And click here
so we can add/update their information in our database.

Amanda Nolasco -School Counselor
Specialist
@mrs_anolasco

Arizona Department of Educati…

amanda.nolasco@azed.gov

602.542.5353

azed.gov

Andrea Glenn - Director of PostSecondary and Community Engagement
Arizona Department of Educati…

andrea.glenn@azed.gov

602-364-4799

azed.gov

