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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
What are the components of Arizona’s RTI model? 

• Screening and benchmarking of reading and math skills with curriculum-based 
measures used three times a year. 

• Three-tiered model of interventions using progress monitoring to make 
instructional decisions. 

• Scientifically-based researched instruction and interventions for all tiers. 
• Team problem-solving approach including a review of existing data that 

contains convergent and divergent data. 
• Professional development in the fidelity of implementation of the components. 
 

If this is a general education initiative, why is special education involved? 
Response to intervention begins in general education. Special education is involved 
because IDEA ’04 now allows students with learning disabilities to be identified for 
special education services through the RTI process. The process can include all 
students in a school.  

 
How will this correlate with what is being required with AZ Reads? 

AZ READS is a comprehensive plan aimed at improving reading achievement in 
Arizona. It challenges Arizonans to participate in a statewide collaborative effort to 
prevent reading difficulties through: 
• early screening and ongoing diagnostic assessments,  
• utilizing curriculum and instructional practices that are research based and 

standards driven,  
• designing reading intervention plans appropriate to a student’s needs, and  
• on-going professional development in reading instruction, assessment and 

intervention. 
 
What kind of reading probe is used for RTI benchmarking? 

Most K-3 schools will be using either DIBELS, AIMSweb or TPRI (or one that meets 
the criteria pursuant to A.R.S. §15-704) and therefore already have a screening 
tool. For grades 4-8 there are also screeners available from DIBELS and AIMSweb. 
Grades 4-12 may also choose to use oral reading fluency, cloze reading passages 
or reading mazes.  

 
Will fluency passages catch those children known as “word callers”? 

Some of the latest research with children who were identified as “word callers” 
indicates that they too have fluency difficulties. (Hamilton, Shinn, School 
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Psychology Review, Volume 32, No.2. pg. 228-240.) The process of identifying 
students at risk for reading success must include professional judgment involving 
several data sources. If a team suspects a child has a comprehension problem, the 
team may use additional sources along with the CBM reading probes. 

 
What kinds of probes are used for math and writing? 

Math and writing probes are given as a whole class and take only two or three 
minutes of student time. Both are fluency probes. Probes are available through 
Intervention Central, AIMSweb, and iSTEEP. 

 
Where do parents fit in this process? 

We recommend that parents be involved at all levels of the response to 
intervention process. Parents need to be informed that their child will be screened 
in reading, math, and writing in the benchmarking process. Classroom teachers 
may use this data in conferences to show parents their child’s progress. If their 
child is falling below an expected level, parents need to be informed if a 
motivational assessment is used. If their child still appears to be resisting the 
intervention, parents need to be a part of the team that is making decisions. The 
response to intervention process helps parents understand that the school is doing 
something for their child and that their child is not being left behind. 

 
When should a school initiate a special education referral in a RTI system? 

A school should initiate a referral when it suspects that a student has a disability 
or when a parent makes a referral requesting that a student be evaluated for 
special education. Significant non-responsiveness at Tier 2 may trigger a referral 
to special education. Non- or slow- responsiveness at Tier 3 represents a point 
within a RTI system when a disability should be suspected absent other 
information. The school may not require that a student demonstrate non-
responsiveness at any tier before initiating a referral. 

 
If a parent requests an evaluation for special education and the RTI approach 
will exceed the 60-day timeline, must the school do an evaluation? 

If a parent submits a written request for an evaluation, the school has several 
choices.  They can: 
A. Explain the RTI process to the parent and, if the parent agrees to withdraw the 

evaluation request, the school can continue with the RTI process in an 
expedited manner. However, it is essential that the decision of the parent to 
withdraw the request be informed, made voluntarily and documented in writing.  
The parent must also be informed of the right to reinstate the request at any 
time. The 60-day timeline would not apply at this point but the child’s progress 
should be closely monitored and the parent kept informed on a regular basis. 

B. Refuse the parent request for an evaluation and provide a prior written notice 
that explains the reasons for the refusal and the parents’ rights under IDEA. 
The Prior Written Notice must be provided within a reasonable time after the 
decision is made and within the 60-day evaluation timeline. 



 
ADE/School Effectiveness/K-12 Literacy 8/17/09 
 
 
 

C. Convene the multidisciplinary evaluation team, review existing information 
(including current RTI data), identify what additional information is necessary 
to determine special education eligibility, collect the additional information, and 
determine eligibility. The process must be completed within 60 days of the 
receipt of the written parental request. 

 

Can parents request an independent educational evaluation (IEE) at public 
expense when a school district has chosen to implement an RTI system?  

Yes, an IEE request is a process specific to special education and is available when 
a parent disagrees with the special education evaluation completed by the school. 
If a school chooses to implement a RTI system, parents maintain the right to 
request an IEE at public expense. The IEE may be conducted using a traditional 
ability/achievement discrepancy approach. The evaluator may also reanalyze RTI 
data from the school and/or collect additional response to intervention data 
gathered independently of the school. 
 

Can a school use the RTI process when reevaluating a student who was 
originally determined eligible under a severe discrepancy model? 

Yes. If the RTI process reveals that a student continues to be eligible, is no longer 
eligible, or has additional areas of need, the school team may make decisions 
using established RTI criteria.  

 

Can a school use RTI data to support the decision that a student has a disability 
in a special education disability category other than SLD? 

Yes. RTI data may be included when considering other categories. However, the 
information included in the evaluation report must be sufficiently comprehensive 
to address each area of suspected disability. Therefore, RTI data may not be the 
sole source of information but may supplement information provided for suspected 
disabilities in categories other than SLD. RTI is an excellent strategy to document 
the second stage of special education eligibility – that the student needs special 
education in order to benefit from educational services. 
 

How might special education instruction differ from the Tier 3 interventions 
that a student may have been receiving prior to qualifying for special education 
services? 

The interventions and services a student receives once determined eligible for 
special education services will vary with each individual student. If a student has 
been unsuccessful with Tier 3 interventions, the student’s services may look 
similar to that of Tier 3 interventions except the instruction will be more intense, 
provided with an increased frequency and duration, involve certificated special 
education staff and adapted to meet the student’s unique needs. Schools are 
required to ensure that the IEP services identified for each eligible student are 
developed and provided. 
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