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MEMORANDUM
To: Special Education Directors

Early Childhood Special Education Program Administrators

From: Amy Corriveau, Deputy Associate Superintendent
Early Childhood Education
School Effectiveness Division

Valerie Andrews James, Director
Early Childhood Special Education
School Effectiveness Division

Subject: NEW Developmental Delay Category (DD) and Additional Special
Education Changes

Senate Bill 1196, an Education Omnibus bill signed by Governor Brewer on July 10,
2009 included language for a Developmental Delay (DD) special education category.
The general effective date of the bill is September 30, 2009. (See attached chart for a
quick view of changes). The DD category has the same definition as the former
Preschool Moderate Delay (PMD) category, but extends up to age ten. Preschool
funding for DD is the same as the former PMD category and funding for school-aged
DD students is the same as Emotionally Disabled (ED), Mild Moderate Retardation
(MIMR), Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD), Speech-Language Impairment (SLI) and
Other Health Impaired (OHI). Preschool Speech-Language Impairment (PSL) was
absorbed and is defined in the (SLI) Category. Preschool Severe Delay (PSD), Visual
Impairment (V1) and Hearing Impairment (HI) retain the same definition and funding.

A DD category in Arizona allows districts to identify preschool children with moderate
delays as developmentally delayed and this educational category may stay with the
child as they transition to kindergarten. IEP teams are able to focus on the child’s
ongoing progress monitoring assessments and other data to determine present levels
and needed goals and services as the child transitions to kindergarten rather than
reevaluating every child to determine a school-age category. Children identified as SLI
will also more easily transition to kindergarten without the need for re-determining
eligibility from PSL to SLI.
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An evaluation is still required for preschool children identified with all preschool
categories with the exception of DD and SLI. If a child may be more accurately
identified with a school-aged category other than DD or SLI an evaluation would also be
warranted. For children in kindergarten through the age of nine, the DD category allows
multidisciplinary evaluation teams to identify a child with a delay (including delays in
social emotional and adaptive behavior development) that indicates the child’s
development is significantly affected and that without special intervention, it is likely
educational performance will be negatively affected. It is extremely important to
accurately diagnose and use specific categories when appropriate, such as for children
with autism or moderate/severe cognitive disabilities (MOMR, SMR), etc., especially if
the category would generate higher funding needed to support learning. Again,
accurate diagnosis for the appropriate educational category is key.

A reevaluation would be required to take place at least every three years, unless the
parent and the public agency agree that a reevaluation is unnecessary, and a school-
aged category must be determined by the time the child turns ten years of age. By this
age the use of standardized and norm-referenced assessments are considered to have
better reliability for identification of specific categories for young children.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION CATEGORY CHANGES ~ 7.09/Effective 9.30.09

Previous Preschool Categories

Senate Bill 1196

Preschool Moderate Delay - means performance by
a preschool child on a norm-referenced test that
measures at least one and one-half, but not more than
three, standard deviations below the mean for children
of the same chronological age in two or more of the
following areas: (a) cognitive development (b) physical
development (c) communication development (d) social
or emotional development (e) adaptive development.
The results of the norm referenced measure must be
corroborated by information from a comprehensive
developmental assessment and from parental input, if
available, as measured by a judgment based
assessment or survey. If there is a discrepancy
between the measures, the evaluation team shall
determine eligibility based on a preponderance of the
information presented.

Funding. Preschool Children with a disability receive
base preschooler with disability funding along with the
preschool entitlement grant monies for IDEA-Section
619.

Developmental Delay — means performance by a
child who is at least three years of age but under
ten years of age on a norm-referenced test that
measures at least one and one-half, but not more than
three, standard deviations below the mean for children
of the same chronological age in two or more of the
following areas: (a) cognitive development (b) physical
development (c) communication development (d) social
or emotional development (e) adaptive development.
The results of the norm referenced measure must be
corroborated by information from a comprehensive
developmental assessment and from parental input, if
available, as measured by a judgment based
assessment or survey. If there is a discrepancy
between the measures, the evaluation team shall
determine eligibility based on a preponderance of the
information presented.

Funding. Preschoolers are funded the same way as
previous PMD category was funded; school-age
children are funded the same as Emotionally Disabled
(ED), Mild Mental Retardation (MIMR), Specific
Learning Disabilities (SLD), Speech-Language
Impairment (SLI) and Other Health Impaired (OHI).

Preschool Severe Delay — definition and funding
remain the same (preschool children receive base
preschooler with disability funding + Group B Support
\Weight Level).

Preschool Severe Delay — definition and funding
remain the same (preschool children receive base
preschooler with disability funding + Group B Support
\Weight Level).

Preschool speech/language delay — means
performance by a preschool child on a norm-
referenced language test that measures at least one
and one-half standard deviations below the mean for
children of the same chronological age or who speech,
out of context, is unintelligible to a listener who is
unfamiliar with the child. Eligibility under this
paragraph is appropriate only if a comprehensive
developmental assessment or norm referenced
assessment and parental input indicate that the child is
not eligible for services under another preschool
category. The evaluation team shall determine
eligibility based on a preponderance of the information
presented.

Funding. Preschool children receive base preschooler
\with disability funding along with the preschool
entitlement grant monies for IDEA-Section 619.

Speech/language impairment: (a) for a preschool
child, means performance on a norm-reference test
that measures at least one and one-half standard
deviations below the mean for children of the same
chronological age or whose speech out of context, is
unintelligible to a listener who is unfamiliar with the
child. Eligibility for a preschool child under this
subdivision is appropriate only when a comprehensive
developmental assessment and parental input indicate
that the preschool child is not eligible for services
under another preschool category or under the
developmental delay category.

(b) no change to school-aged definition of SLI

Funding. Preschoolers are funded the same way as
previous PSL category was funded; SLI for school-age
children remains the same.

Vision Impairment — no change

Vision Impairment — no change

Hearing Impairment — no change

Hearing Impairment — no change

A school-aged category is no longer mandatory when transitioning children from preschool to kindergarten when identified with
DD or SLI. PSD children still require an evaluation beginning with a Review of Existing Data in order to determine a school-

aged eligibility. Teams should reevaluate whenever necessary, bu

t must reevaluate every three years, unless the parent and

public agency agree that a reevaluation is unnecessary, and must determine the appropriate category before the child turns 10
years old. The use of a developmental delay category does not preclude the use of appropriate disability categories and should

not be used to postpone identification of a more suitable category.

For children with low incidence, multiple, or significant

disabilities, being identified with the appropriate specific disability will help to identify appropriate services and appropriate

funding for each child.
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Developmental Delay Q & A
Related to Memo dated July 31°

: When after September 30" should we make the changes? On October 1° for all children, or on the child’s IEP anniversary?

: You may begin using the Developmental Delay category now for children that qualify in upcoming eligibility meetings. There is no
need to change or make addendums to current IEP’s until the anniversary date. PMD and DD have the same definition.

: How will our October 1% ESS census be affected?

: With regard to the October 1% Federal child count, the verification and reconciliation process will remain the same. The only
noticeable change will be that the DD need category will appear on the SPEDO7 report based upon SPED participation data
uploaded to SAIS. We would also expect to see SLI counts to increase since this need category will now include 3-21 year olds
instead of school-age only.

: Will SAIS: Special Needs changes be made automatically by ADE, or manually by the PEA?

: It is our hope that SMS vendors will be able to assist their customers in rolling over any previously identified PMD students to
DD. If not, then PEAs will manually have to make the appropriate changes within their SMS prior to uploading to SAIS for FY10
SPED participation data submissions. When uploading SPED participation data to SAIS for FY 2010, students formerly identified
as PMD should be uploaded using the new DD need category.

: Will time be built into the Director’s Institute to help us better understand the transition?

: Yes. Changes to these SPED need categories, along with a few other changes and several other topics, will be included in the
“Starting Line Up” session and the “What! Arizona has a Developmental Delay Category?” session at the Directors Institute.
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