Education Professions Supplemental Curriculum Lesson Plan

Lesson Planning
Title of Lesson: Evaluating Lesson Plans
Developed By: Julie Binnicker

Objective: Students will evaluate multiple lesson plans, predicting their effectiveness and
success in their field experience classroom.

Essential Question: What are the criteria for an effective lesson plan?

Activities:

Put the following statement on the board: Failing to plan is planning to fail. Ask students to
discuss in small groups the meaning of this statement and its implications for field experience.
Also, if you have accessibility to a video clip from a “teacher movie” that illustrates this point,
(such as the “Shuddup!” scene from Kindergarten Cop), that might be helpful in generating
discussion about the importance of an effective lesson plan.

Next, review the Write a Lesson Plan Guide and the Questions to Consider handout, either
through class discussion, popcorn or pair reading, or individual perusal. Have students think-
pair-share their top three criteria they’d use to evaluate a written lesson plan. List student
responses on the board. Distribute and review the Lesson Plan Evaluation Questions sheet and
have students compare the items that are listed on the board with the items on the evaluation
sheet. Note and discuss any differences. Next, using the web sites that students identified in
the previous lesson, have students explore and locate a minimum of three sample lesson plans,
matching the grade level of their field experience classroom. Using the questions on the Lesson
Plan Evaluation form, have students judge the three sample lessons, writing their feedback on
the back of the lessons. Have students share their lessons and feedback in small groups,
discussing what they would do to modify the selected lessons for greater effectiveness. As a
whole class, discuss what common strengths and weaknesses students noted in sample lesson
plans and implications for their own lesson plans.

Materials:
Write a Lesson Plan Guide; Questions to Consider handout; Tips, Tricks, and Teachers sample
brochure

Assessment:

Students will create an original brochure, designed to share with their classmates, offering
suggestions on how to write an effective lesson plan that could be successfully implemented in
their field experience classroom. (A sample student brochure is provided, but its content is not
solely lesson planning.)




Time: 90 + minutes

Standard(s):
11.0 IDENTIFY INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS FOR STUDENT LEARNING
11.1 Investigate various methods of instruction

12.0 CREATE A LESSON PLAN AND RELATED ACTIVITIES TO MEET THE NEEDS OF
LEARNERS
12.2 Integrate the components of a lesson plan with activities and instructional materials

13.0 APPLY TECHNOLOGY FOR INSTRUCTION AND MANAGEMENT
13.1 Evaluate lessons to determine how technology could improve the teacher's ability to
address different learning needs

Arizona Educational Technology Standards:
Strand 6: Concept 4: PO 1: Transfer understanding of current technologies to new and novel
learning situations.



