
Benefits for Professionals

•	 Professionals	grow	by	developing	
new	skills	and	broadening	their	
perspective	on	child	development.

•	 Professionals	have	an	opportunity	
to	learn	to	communicate	more	
effectively	and	work	as	a	team.

•	 Professionals	have	an	opportunity	to	
learn	about	and	develop	partnerships	
with	other	community	resources	and	
agencies.

•	 Professionals	build	strong	
relationships	with	families.

•	 Professionals	enhance	their	credibility	
as	quality,	inclusive	service	providers.

•	 Professionals	learn	the	benefits	and	
importance	of	inclusion.
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VISION

Arizona	is	committed	to	including	all	children	
and	their	families	in	early	learning	environments	
by	providing	family-centered	supports	and	
services	that	are	high	quality,	comprehensive,	
and	collaborative.

Arizona’s	Early	Childhood	Inclusion	Coalition	
is	a	cross	agency	initiative	to	promote	inclusive	
options	for	young	children	with	disabilities	
representing	Child	Care	Administration,	Office	
of	Head	Start,	Department	of	Economic	
Security/Arizona	Early	Intervention	Program,	
Parent/Family	Organizations,	Department	of	
Education/Early	Childhood	with	support	from	
Frank	Porter	Graham	Child	Development	
Institute-University	of	North	Carolina	at	Chapel	
Hill,	Mountain	Plains	Regional	Resource	Center	
and	the	National	Early	Childhood	Technical	
Assistance	Center	with	the	goal		to	improve	
the	number	of	preschool	students	who	receive	
services	in	inclusive	environments.	

Resources

Freeman,	Hutter-Pishgahi,	Traib,	Welcoming	all	Children:	
Creating	Inclusive	Child	Care

National	Institute	for	Urban	School	Improvement,	On	
Point…On	Inclusion	and	the	Other	Kids:		Here’s	What	
Research	Shows	so	Far	About	Inclusion’s	Effect	On	
Nondisabled	Students.		Reprinted	from	Learning®

September/October,	1996.

NICHCY	News	Digest,	Volume	5,	Number	1,	What	Legal	
Basis	Exists	for	Inclusion.		July	1995.

Child	Care	Law	Center,	CA.		All	Children	Have	Individual	
Needs:	Building	Inclusive	Preschool	for	All	Programs.	

Principals	and	Considerations	for	Planning	and	
Implementation.		September	2004

http://www.ade.az.gov/earlychildhood/preschool/programs/
presch/inclusion

http://www.nectac.org/communities.asp
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Increasing
Early Childhood Inclusion

The	Individuals	with	Disabilities	Education	Act	requires	
that	to	the	maximum	extent	appropriate,	children	
with	disabilities,	including	children	in	public	or	private	
institutions	or	other	care	facilities,	are	educated	with	
children	who	are	not	disabled,	and	special	classes,	
separate	schooling,	or	other	removal	of	children	with	
disabilities	from	the	regular	educational	environment	
occurs	only	when	the	nature	or	severity	of	the	disability	
of	a	child	is	such	that	education	in	regular	classes	with	
the	use	of	supplementary	aids	and	services	cannot	be	
achieved	satisfactorily.	20	U.S.C	§1412

Inclusion,	as	a	value,	supports	the	right	of	all	
children,	regardless	of	abilities,	to	participate	
actively	in	natural	settings	within	their	
communities.	Natural	settings	are	those	in	
which	the	child	would	spend	time	had	he	or	
she	not	had	a	disability.	–	Council	for	Exceptional	
Children	Division	of	Early	Childhood	Position	
Statement



Benefits for Families

•	 Families	are	supported	to	
learn	more	about	child	
development.

•	 Families	have	the	joy	of	
watching	their	children	make	
friends	with	a	diverse	group	of	
children.

•	 Families	have	an	opportunity	
to	teach	their	children	about	
individual	differences	and	
diversity.

•	 Families	have	an	opportunity	
to	talk	with	other	families	and	
realize	they	share	many	of	the	
same	frustrations,	concerns,	
needs,	hopes	and	desires	for	
their	children.

•	 Families	have	access	to	
education.

Benefits for the Community
      
•	 Communities	become	more	

accepting	and	supportive	of	all	
people.

•	 Communities	which	are	diverse	lead	
to	more	creativity,	possibilities	and	
opportunities.

•	 Communities	which	are	inclusive	help	
adults	with	disabilities	to	be	better	
prepared	for	the	responsibilities	and	
opportunities	of	life.

Considering Individual 
Needs

•	 Inclusion	is	not	simply	the	
presence	of	children	with	special	
needs	in	preschool	programs,	but	
supports	accommodations	and/or	
modifications	to	ensure	full	and	active	
participation	with	typically	developing	
children.

•	 Some	children	may	require	more	
intensive	intervention	with	staff	
that	are	specialized	in	meeting	their	
needs.		It	is	important	to	consider	the	
individual	needs	of	each	child	with	a	
continuum	of	services.

Benefits for Children
      
•	 Children	are	encouraged	to	be	

resourceful,	creative	and	cooperative.

•	 Children	develop	a	more	positive	image	
of	themselves	and	a	healthy	attitude	
about	the	uniqueness	of	others.

•	 Children	develop	friendships	and	learn	
to	play	and	interact	with	one	another.

•	 Children	with	special	needs	have	
opportunities	to	learn	new	skills	by	
observing	and	imitating	other	children.

•	 Children	without	special	needs	can	gain	
a	number	of	important	benefits	from	
relationships	with	other	children	who	
have	special	needs.


