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 I. PURPOSE  
 
  The purpose of this manual is to provide guidance to all school districts and charter schools 

throughout the State of Arizona on the relevant rules, regulations and statutes relating to English 
language learner programs.  Following these procedures will assist the school districts and charter 
schools in complying with federal and state requirements regarding English language learners. 

   
 

II. GUIDELINE 
 
  See attached 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    *If you have any questions or comments concerning the interpretation or clarification of these guidance statements, please contact the Office of 

Legislative Guidelines (602)542-0384.  
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INTRODUCTION 
The mission of the Office of English Language Acquisition Services (OELAS) is to 
provide procedures, training, materials, and guidance for educators to assist English 
Language Learners (ELLs) in attaining English language proficiency.  The purpose of 
this manual is to provide written guidance to all districts and charters throughout the State 
of Arizona on the rules, regulations and resources relevant to meet this mission.  
References to statutes are provided frequently, but individual districts, schools, and 
charters should make an effort to become knowledgeable of the laws that districts and 
charters are bound to observe.  As legislative or procedural changes occur, this document 
will be updated accordingly. 
 

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, “National Origin Discrimination against Persons 
with Limited English Proficiency (LEP)” provided federal and state accountability in 
regards to LEP services. Guidance from the federal government in subsequent years 
(2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004), further clarified compliance standards. 
 
Proposition 203, passed by the voters of Arizona in 2001, set forth specific legal 
mandates and establishment of Article 3.1, Chapter 7, in Arizona Revised Statutes. This, 
along with the consent order and stipulation reached through the lawsuit, Flores v. State 
of Arizona, combined to change funding, curriculum and instructional delivery systems 
for ELL students.  http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/PROPOSITION203.pdf 
  
The federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) became law (P.L. 107-110) in 2001. This 
law provided funding (through the Arizona Department of Education to Local Education 
Agencies (LEAs)) for ELLs, specifically, under the Title III Entitlement program. 
http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg39.html  
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/UsingTitleIIIFunds.pdf  
 
HB-2010 was enacted by the Arizona legislature in 2001.  This legislation provided 
additional funding for ELLs through session law. Included were the following: 
 

a. Provision for LEAs to reimburse educators (teachers and administrators) for the 
cost of acquiring the Provisional and Complete SEI Endorsements,  

b. Provision for LEAs to remunerate those teachers/programs whose data reflects 
ELL reclassification/based on students exiting the ELL program, 

c. Provision for LEAs to acquire extra materials/supplies for ELL programs, 
d. Provision for LEAs to offer additional (outside of regular day-to-day instruction) 

Compensatory Instruction to ELLs, 
e. Increase in B-weight funding for ELLs. 

 

http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/PROPOSITION203.pdf
http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg39.html
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/UsingTitleIIIFunds.pdf
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HB-2064, passed by the Arizona legislature, became law in 2006. The provisions of the 
bill that applied to Arizona Revised Statutes, Article 3.1, English Language Education for 
Children in Public Schools A.R.S. §§ 15-751 through 15-757 were codified into law. In 
addition, this also affected A.R.S. §15.241, and made appropriations.  Provisions within 
this law provided for: 
 

a. The establishment of the Arizona English Language Learners Task Force 
b. The establishment of the Office of English Language Acquisition Services in the 

Arizona Department of Education 
c. The mandated establishment of the Structured English Immersion (SEI) 

classroom  
d. The budget mechanism and funding for LEAs to implement SEI classrooms 
e. The establishment of Compensatory Instruction funding 
 
 

DEFINITIONS A.R.S. 15-751 

Bilingual education/native language instruction- 

A language acquisition process for students in which much or all instruction, textbooks, 
or teaching materials are in the child’s native language other than English. 

English language classroom- 

A classroom in which English is the language of instruction used by the teaching 
personnel, and in which such teaching personnel possess a good knowledge of the 
English language. 

English language mainstream classroom- 

A classroom in which the students either are native English language speakers or already 
have acquired reasonable fluency in English. 

English learner or limited English proficient student- 

A child who does not speak English or whose native language is not English and who is 
not currently able to perform ordinary classroom work in English. 

Sheltered English immersion or structured English immersion- 

An English language acquisition process for young children in which nearly all classroom 
instruction is in English but with the curriculum and presentation designed for children 
who are learning the language. 

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00751.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
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OFFICE OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 
SERVICES – (OELAS) A.R.S. §15-756.07  
 
The office of English language acquisition services shall: 
 

• Develop guidelines for monitoring school districts and charter schools to ensure 
compliance with all federal and state laws regarding English language learners. 

• Develop in consultation with county school superintendents regional programs to 
enhance all aspects of training for teachers and administrators. 

• Publish English language learner guidelines for school districts and charter 
schools that include a list of relevant rules, regulations and statutes relating to 
English language learner programs to notify school districts and charter schools of 
their responsibilities. 

• Provide technical assistance to school districts and charter schools to implement 
structured English immersion programs. 

 

STUDENTS ASSESSED FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PROFICIENCY 
A.R.S. §15-756  
 

Pre-Assessment:  Identification of Primary or Home Language 
Other Than English 
The primary or home language for all new pupils who enroll in a school district or charter 
school shall be identified in a manner prescribed by the superintendent of public 
instruction.  See guideline EX-48 and the PHLOTE forms in English and Spanish 
attached hereto. 

Assessment:  Identification of English Language Learners 
(ELLs) 
The English language proficiency of all pupils with a primary or home language other 
than English shall be assessed through the administration of English language proficiency 
assessments in a manner prescribed by the superintendent of public instruction. Arizona 
English Language Learner Assessment 
 
Developed by Pearson/Harcourt, portions of the assessment were included in consecutive 
augmented versions: The Arizona English Language Learner Assessment (AZELLA), 
versions AZ-1 and AZ-2 http://www.azed.gov/oelas/. 
  
In addition, annual training sessions are provided statewide for LEAs in the 
administration, scoring and use of test results to guide instruction. 
 

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-07.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.ade.az.gov/Guidelines/OELAS/EX-48.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/AZELLA/AZELLAAZ-1TechnicalManual.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/AZELLA/AZELLAAZ-1TechnicalManual.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/oelas/
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If it is determined that a pupil is not English language proficient, the pupil shall be 
classified as an English language learner and shall be enrolled in an English language 
education program pursuant to:  A.R.S. §15-752 or A.R.S. §15-753. 
 
 
STANDARDIZED TESTING FOR MONITORING 
EDUCATION PROGRESS A.R.S. § 15-755 
 
In order to ensure that the educational progress of all Arizona students in academic 
subjects and in learning English is properly monitored, a standardized, nationally-normed 
written test of academic subject matter given in English shall be administered at least 
once each year to all Arizona public schoolchildren in grades two through twelve.  
ARIZONA’S INSTRUMENT TO MEASURE STANDARDS 
The national percentile scores of students shall be confidentially provided to individual 
parents, and the aggregated percentile scores and distributional data for individual 
schools and school districts shall be made publicly available on an internet web site, and 
the scores for students classified as “limited-English” shall be separately sub-aggregated 
and made publicly available there as well.  School Report Card 
 
 
ARIZONA ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS TASK 
FORCE A.R.S. §15-756.01 
 
The Arizona English Language Learners Task Force is established in A.R.S. 15-756.01.  
The nine members of the Task Force first met in September 2006.  Their charge was to 
develop models of Structured English Immersion to be used by the schools for instruction 
of English Language Learners. 

Research Based Models of Structured English Immersion 
Following a rigorous investigation of existing ELL programs, and research (Research 
Summary) regarding the best practices for the education of ELLs (Task Force 
Agenda/Minutes) the Task Force adopted a document entitled Structured English 
Immersion Models of the Arizona ELL Task Force (SEI Models).  This document 
provides a framework for use by the schools to build their programs for ELLs.  The 
models are structured to provide a great deal of flexibility for individual program 
development based on the number and concentration of ELLs. 

Adoption 
The SEI Models provide definitions for the key components of the program.  The models 
also specify the structure of the components including the following:  classroom entry 
and exit, grouping of students in SEI classrooms, class size standards, scheduling and 
time allocations for the instructional components of oral English, vocabulary, writing, 

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00752.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00753.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00755.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.ade.az.gov/standards/AIMS/AIMSInformation.asp
http://www10.ade.az.gov/ReportCard/
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-01.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/modelcomponentresearch.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/modelcomponentresearch.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/ELLTaskForce
http://www.ade.az.gov/ELLTaskForce
http://www.ade.az.gov/ELLTaskForce/2008/SEIModels05-14-08.pdf
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reading,  grammar, and SEI language arts classroom, teacher qualifications, classroom 
practices, instructional methods and teacher training. (SEI Models FAQ’s) 
The Arizona English Language Proficiency (ELP) standards and the Discrete Skills 
Inventory (DSI) form the foundation for instruction in the SEI classroom.  OELAS has 
developed a teacher’s guide to assist instructors in writing lesson plans based on these 
documents. 
 
ELP STANDARDS PREFACE 
ELP STANDARDS LISTENING AND SPEAKING 
ELP STANDARDS READING 
ELP STANDARDS WRITING 
GLOSSARY 
 
OELAS has developed a training program that provides SEI classroom teachers and ELL 
program administrators with methods, strategies, research, assessment and evaluation 
components that are essential for implementing the SEI models.  The relationship 
between content and language objectives, as defined in the SEI models, is addressed in 
the training. 
 
OELAS offers training opportunities throughout the year that includes workshops, 
practitioner meetings (PELL), webinars, individual district trainings and an annual 
conference. Information on trainings may be found on the OELAS webpage.   

Implementation 
School districts are required to adopt and implement approved SEI models on a school-
by-school basis.  Schools with low numbers of ELLs (fewer than 20 ELLs in a three-
grade span) may qualify to use Individual Language Learner Plans (ILLPs) to deliver 
English language development (ELD) instruction to the ELLs. 
INDIVIDUAL LANGUAGE LEARNER PLAN (ILLP) – ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
INDIVIDUAL LANGUAGE LEARNER PLAN (ILLP) – MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL  
 

Structured English Immersion (SEI) Budget Request 
The Structured English Immersion (SEI) Fund is authorized by the Arizona Revised 
Statute, A.R.S. § 15-756.01 (H), to cover incremental costs for the implementation of the 
SEI Models of the Arizona English Language Learners (ELL) Task Force. “Incremental 
costs” means costs that are associated with a structured English immersion program that 
are in addition to the normal costs of conducting programs for English proficient 
students. Incremental costs do not include costs that replace the same types of services 
provided to English proficient students or compensatory instruction. 
Local Education Agencies (LEAs) may apply for these funds through the Arizona 
Department of Education (ADE) on an annual basis (SEI Budget Application Common 
Logon). 
 
 

http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/sei/SEIModelsFAQs.doc
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/DSIAllLevels.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/DSIAllLevels.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/1-FinalPreface-Revised11-09-07.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/2-FinalListeningandSpeakingStandards-Revised11-12-07.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/3-FinalReadingStandards-Revised11-12-07.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/4-FinalWritingStandards-Revised11-12-07.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/5-FinalELPGlossary-Revised01-02-08.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/sei/ILLPGuidanceDocument-August2008.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/ILLPElementary.doc
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/ILLPMiddle-HighSchool.doc
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-01.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-01.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-01.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-01.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/BudgetRequestInfo/2009-2010SEIBudgetRequestTrainingWebinar12-10-08.pps
https://www.ade.az.gov/commonlogon/Login.asp?Mode=Logon
https://www.ade.az.gov/commonlogon/Login.asp?Mode=Logon
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This budget application has three (3) parts: 
 

• School incremental budget 
• District/Charter incremental budget, and 
• District/Charter roll-up budget. 

 
The Department of Education shall verify the budget request of each school district and 
charter school for accuracy and compliance and will then submit them to the Arizona 
legislature for funding. 

 
The calculation to determine incremental teacher salaries and benefits required for the 
implementation of the SEI Models utilizes data based on LEA submitted average class 
size, 100th day ADM data, and the SEI Student Grouping Process. 
A.R.S. §15-756.01(I), requires that submitted SEI budgets be offset by specific funds. 
 
Once the LEA has submitted an SEI budget request, ADE reviews the application for 
accuracy and compliance. ADE shall collect all school district and charter school budget 
requests and submit a request to the Arizona State Legislature for an appropriation for the 
Structured English Immersion (SEI) Fund (A.R.S. §15-756.04 (B)). 
Districts are to use SEI Fund 071 to account for SEI Funds received from ADE. The SEI 
funds shall be spent according to the approved SEI Budget application. 

 

STATEWIDE COMPENSATORY INSTRUCTION FUND 
A.R.S. §15-756.11 

Programs: Compensatory Instruction  
Compensatory Instruction funds shall be used for programs limited to: 
 

• English Language Development (ELD) instruction classes 
• English language learners and reclassified proficient students within previous two 

years 
• Programs outside of regular school instructional day 
 

Funding of Compensatory Instruction Fund 
Funds are allocated by the legislature at the beginning of each fiscal year A.R.S. § 15-
756.11.A. 

Reporting  
 School districts and charter schools shall establish a compensatory instruction fund to 
receive monies from the fund.  School districts and charter schools shall prepare financial 
reports in accordance with the requirements of the auditor general A.R.S. § 15-756.11.F. 

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-01.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-04.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-11.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
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Allocation Request A.R.S. § 15.756.11.C.   
School districts and charter schools shall submit written budget requests to the 
department on or before July 15 for monies from the fund  Compensatory Instruction 
Fund Allocation Request   Compensatory Instruction Fund Allocation Request 
Spreadsheets  Instruction Fund Allocation Request Signature Page    Written 
Individualized Compensatory Plan (WICP)_ . 
 
 
REASSESSMENT AND RECLASSIFICATION OF 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS A.R.S. §15-756.05 
An initial English proficiency assessment is reviewed and monitoring ensures that annual 
English proficiency assessments are completed on all ELLs at the end of the school year.  
Reclassification Notifications are also reviewed in each ELL’s student file. 
 
English language learners shall be given the opportunity to take the AZELLA at a mid-
point of the academic year for the purpose of measuring progress toward English 
language proficiency (SEI-ELD Models, 5/14/08). 

 

REEVALUATION OF FORMER ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
LEARNERS 
A.R.S. §15-756.06 
Students who have scored “proficient” and are transferred to a mainstream classroom are 
monitored by district personnel for two years, completing the Two-Year Monitoring 
Form for each student and conducting an annual English language assessment during this 
two-year time period.  If a student does not score “proficient” on the assessment, subject 
to parental consent, the student shall be reenrolled in structured English immersion 
pursuant to section A.R.S. §15-752 and may be provided compensatory instruction as 
defined in section A.R.S. §15-756.11. 
 
 
PARENTAL WAIVERS A.R.S. §15-753 
The requirements of this section state that a school does not have to provide a bilingual 
program until the school has received at least 20 requests per grade level.  If a school 
does provide a bilingual program, there are three bilingual waivers, one of which must be 
completed for ELLs who are educated in this type of program.  Waiver 1 is for students 
who already know English; Waiver 2 is for students who are age 10 or older; and Waiver 
3 is for students with special individual needs Parental Waiver Application. 
 
 

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-05.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/SampleReclassificationForm.pdf
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-06.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/SampleTwoYearMonitoringForm.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/SampleTwoYearMonitoringForm.pdf
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00753.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/ELLForms-StudentFiles/WaiverRequestForm-English.pdf
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LEGAL STANDING AND PARENTAL ENFORCEMENT 
A.R.S. §15-754 
This statute provides that all Arizona school children have the right to be provided at 
their local school with an English language public education.  This is monitored by 
OELAS to ensure the provision of services to ELLs in their respective schools. 
 
 

MONITORING  
 
Monitoring; Corrective Action Plan A.R.S. §15-756.08 
OELAS is mandated to monitor a minimum of 32 LEAs per year.  The LEAs with the 
highest ELL population were listed as the Top 50 and were placed on a 4-year monitoring 
cycle in 2000.  The Top 50 LEAs continue to be monitored.  Twelve of these LEAs are 
monitored each year.  Ten LEAs that are not in the Top 50 but have more than 25 ELLs 
are also chosen to be monitored annually.  Ten LEAs that have fewer than 25 ELLs and 
that do not have to provide instruction for ELLs for a majority of their grade levels are 
also chosen to be monitored each year.  The monitoring consists of classroom 
observations, teacher interviews, student file reviews, program effectiveness review and 
data analysis.  Once a monitoring visit has been completed, OELAS must issue a written 
report within 45 days. The LEA has 60 days to complete a plan to address any Corrective 
Action issues.  OELAS then has 30 days to review the Corrective Action Plan for any 
required changes.  Finally, the LEA has 30 days to begin implementation of the 
Corrective Action Plan as received back from OELAS.  OELAS must then conduct a 
follow-up evaluation the following school year to ensure that the plan is being 
implemented.  Additionally, a random sample of 300 ELLs must be assessed each month. 
These students must be assessed with random alphabet letters in 30 seconds and single 
syllable sight words in 60 seconds.   
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER MONITORING SY 2008-2009 
 
OELAS has provided guidance in the form of a Monitoring Notebook Checklist, which is 
reviewed when the monitoring team visits the LEA. (A.R.S. §15-756.07(1)) 
DISTRICT ELL MONITORING NOTEBOOK CHECKLIST 
SCHOOL ELL MONITORING NOTEBOOK CHECKLIST 

On-Site Visits 
A.R.S. §15-756.01 created an ELL Task Force, which created the SEI Models.  OELAS 
monitors specifically for the implementation of the SEI Models components:   4 hours of 
English Language Development (ELD); time allocated to teach explicitly:  oral language, 
vocabulary, reading, writing, and grammar; ELLs not mixed with non-ELLs; ELLs 
grouped by English Language Proficiency; ELLs taught by highly-qualified teachers; 
English language proficiency (ELP) standards drive the instruction for the ELLs; the 

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00754.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-08.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/CorrectiveActionPlanTemplateSY2008-2009.doc
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/DistrictELLMonitoringNotebookChecklist.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/SchoolELLMonitoringNotebookChecklist.pdf
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Discrete Skills Inventory (DSI) provides support for the ELP standards in the instruction 
of ELLs. 
  
OELAS reviews the SEI Training Notebook when monitoring an LEA.  Teacher lists are 
reviewed to ensure that all staff has an ESL, Bilingual, or SEI Endorsement.  The SEI 
Training Notebook contains the attendance sheets, training syllabus, training materials, 
evaluations and make-up dates. (A.R.S. §15-756.09) 
 
OELAS monitors Compensatory Instruction programs provided by LEAs, which include 
after school, before school, intersession and summer school programs. (A.R.S. §15-
756.11) 
 
OELAS monitors Standardized testing for education progress of ELLs.  
The AIMS and Terra Nova assessments are reviewed in the ELL’s cumulative file, to 
check the academic progress of the student and to see if there is a need for intervention 
services.  Students who are not progressing as per their non-ELL peers are noted, and 
recommendations involving intervention services may be made to the LEA at the 
monitoring exit interview and on the subsequent written report that is submitted to the 
LEA within 45 days of the site visit. 
 
The PHLOTE form is reviewed in the ELL’s file (ELL or cumulative), to ensure that if a 
language other than English is listed, an AZELLA is generated for that student. 
 

STRUCTURED ENGLISH IMMERSION TEACHER 
TRAINING 
Three sets of training are essential for successful implementation of the SEI Models:  
Implementation Training, Discrete Skills Inventory Training, and Discrete Skills 
Inventory Teaching Methods Training. 
STRUCTURED ENGLISH IMMERSION MODELS 
 

Implementation Training 
SEI Classroom teachers, Principals, District Superintendents, Counselors, and any school 
and district personnel responsible for English Language Learner Programs shall receive 
Implementation Training.  This training provides background information on the 
guidelines, principles, structures, and classroom practices within the SEI Models. 
DISCRETE SKILLS INVENTORY (DSI)  
 
Round II Training (20 hours) includes Part A comprised of the legal and historical 
context of English Language Development (ELD), understanding of the Structured 
English Immersion (SEI) program models, understanding of the AZELLA as the 
assessment instrument used with students who have a primary language other than 
English, and an understanding of the English Language Proficiency (ELP) Standards and 
the Discrete Skills Inventory (DSI) as the documents that drive the instruction in the SEI 

http://www.ade.az.gov/ELLTaskForce/2008/SEIModels05-14-08.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/DSIAllLevels.pdf
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classroom.  The Listening and Speaking domain of the ELP Standards are emphasized in 
this training. 
ELP LISTENING AND SPEAKING STANDARDS - TEACHER’S GUIDE  
Round IIB Training (13 hours) includes a review of the language star, a definition of 
language, and principles for accelerating English language learning.  The Grammar Wall 
and Verb Tense Study are also the focus in this segment of the SEI Teacher Training. 
 
Round IIC Training (12 hours) concludes the SEI Teacher Training with additional 
methodologies for use in the SEI classroom.  The Reading and Writing domains of the 
ELP Standards are emphasized. 
ELP READING STANDARDS - ELP WRITING STANDARDS 
TEACHER’S GUIDE READING – TEACHER’S GUIDE WRITING 
 
Arizona's English Language Proficiency (ELP) Correlation Guides: 

• Correlation Guide For ELL Proficiency Standards in Listening and Speaking to 
K-12 Arizona Academic Standards  

• Correlation Guide For ELL Proficiency Standards in Reading to K-12 Arizona 
Academic Standards  

• Correlation Guide For ELL Proficiency Standards in Writing to K-12 Arizona 
Academic Standards  

 

STRUCTURED ENGLISH IMMERSION ENDORSEMENT 
A.R.S. 15-756.09 
 
Administrative Code R7-2-613. J.1 requires an SEI, ESL or bilingual endorsement of all 
classroom teachers (elementary, secondary, career and technical education and special 
education), supervisors, principals and superintendents. 

 
Administrative Code R7-2-613 J.1 & 4 requires those classroom teachers holding a full 
English as a Second Language (ESL) Endorsement or a full Bilingual Endorsement do 
not need to obtain the Full SEI Endorsement.  However, nothing in this rule prevents 
school districts from requiring certified staff to obtain an SEI Endorsement in addition to 
an ESL or Bilingual Endorsement as a condition of employment.  

Provisional SEI Endorsement 
All persons certified before August 31, 2006 must complete the 15 clock hours or 1 
semester hour of approved SEI Provisional training and have this endorsement added to 
their certificate to meet the requirements for the Provisional SEI Endorsement. 
(Mandated R7-2-613 J.2.c.) 
 
All persons certified on or after August 31, 2006 must complete 45 clock hours or 3 
semester hours of approved SEI Provisional training and have this endorsement added to 

http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/2-FinalListeningandSpeakingStandards-Revised11-12-07.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/ELPListeningSpeakingTeachersGuide.doc
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/3-FinalReadingStandards-Revised11-12-07.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/4-FinalWritingStandards-Revised11-12-07.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/ELPStandardsTeachersGuide-Reading.doc
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/ELPStandardsTeachersGuide-Writing.doc
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/6-FinalListeningandSpeakingCorrelationGuide-Revised05-09-07.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/6-FinalListeningandSpeakingCorrelationGuide-Revised05-09-07.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/7-FinalReadingCorrelationGuide-Revised09-2007.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/7-FinalReadingCorrelationGuide-Revised09-2007.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/8-FinalWritingCorrelationGuide-Revised07-2007.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/8-FinalWritingCorrelationGuide-Revised07-2007.pdf
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-09.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
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their certificate to meet the requirements for the Provisional SEI Endorsement. 
(Mandated R7-2-613 J.1.) 
*The fee will be waived when you add the provisional SEI to the respective certificate. 

Full SEI Endorsement 
Within three years of obtaining the Provisional SEI Endorsement, all persons holding a 
valid Certificate must complete an additional 45 clock hours or 3 semester hours of 
approved SEI training to apply for the Full SEI Endorsement (Mandated R7-2-613 
J.1.). 

Reciprocity 
The requirements for a Provisional SEI Endorsement may be waived for a period not to 
exceed one year in accordance with certification reciprocity as prescribed in A.A.C.R7-2-
619. 

First Time Issuances of a Provisional Career and Technical 
Education Certificate 
The requirements for a Provisional SEI Endorsement may be waived for a period not to 
exceed one year in accordance with certification first time issuances of a Provisional 
Career and Technical Education certificate for applicants. 

First Time Issuances of a Provisional or Administrator 
Certificate (Out-of-State Graduates only) 
The requirements for a Provisional SEI Endorsement may be waived for a period not to 
exceed one year in accordance with certification first-time issuances of a Provisional or 
Administrator Certificate for applicants graduating from out-of-state 
teacher/administrator preparation programs only. 

Certificates Requiring SEI 
Arts Education (Art, Dance, Dramatic Arts, Music), Career and Technical Education, 
Elementary Education, Principal, Secondary Education, Special Education, 
Superintendent, Supervisor 

Certificates Exempt from SEI 
Adult Education, Athletic Coaching, Emergency Teaching, Emergency Substitute, 
Guidance Counselor, JROTC, School Psychologist, Speech-Language 
Technician, Speech-Language Pathologist, Substitute 
 
For a listing of State Board approved SEI Endorsement training/coursework please visit: 
http://www.azed.gov/oelas 
 
 
 
 

http://www.azed.gov/oelas
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REPORTING A.R.S. 15-756.10 

Duties 
OELAS shall require school districts and charter schools to submit annually a report to 
ADE that includes: 
 

• Total number of pupils who are classified as ELLs 
• Total number of pupils who are classified as ELLs for the first time 
• The number of ELLs who achieve English proficiency in the past academic year 

and who have been reclassified as English proficient 
• The number of pupils who are enrolled in each type of language acquisition 

program offered by the school district or charter school 
• If  requested by ADE, the test data used to determine English proficiency 

 
SAIS Information Series/School Finance/STaR Team 
The Arizona Department of Education’s (ADE) Student Accountability Information 
System (SAIS) receives student-level assessment data from Pearson throughout the 
school year. Pearson is the Arizona English Language Learner Assessment (AZELLA) 
publisher and scoring vendor.  
 
Fiscal Year 2009 (School Year 2008-2009) is the first year that the Local Educational 
Agencies (LEAs) have not been required to send AZELLA data via their Student 
Management System (SMS) to ADE-SAIS.  
 
This method of collecting AZELLA data directly from Pearson improves the accuracy 
and timeliness of student counts required for state and federal reporting and funding. By 
uploading an ELL’s assessment data to SAIS directly from Pearson, the ADE is able to 
verify (through the SAIS integrity process) if an ELL qualifies to be placed into a 
language program. 
(STaR Team/School Finance Training) 
 
The AZELLA Sais ID Correction application can be accessed via SaisOnline.  Only your 
District/Charter Administrator or Business Manager can authorize access.  Please have 
him/her contact the ADE Support Center at 602-542-7378 or email support@azed.gov to 
have SaisOnline ELL Assessment read access added to your Common Logon Application 
Menu. 
  
Arizona Accountability System (AMAO/Title III) 
OELAS shall present a summary of information relating to the demonstrated success of 
schools and school districts at achieving English proficiency for its ELLs.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-10.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azed.gov/schoolfinance/STaR/Workshops/Priorworkshop/SPED-ELL-SAIS_Online/DocsforELL_09.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/schoolfinance/STaR/Workshops/Priorworkshop/SPED-ELL-SAIS_Online/ELL_2009_ws_desc.pdf
mailto:support@azed.gov
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/downloads/TitleIIIAccountabilityTechnicalManual.pdf
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AUDITOR GENERAL A.R.S. 15-756.12 

Duties 
• Modify the annual financial report prescribed in section 15-904 
• Biennially audit the overall effectiveness of the English language learner program  
• Conduct financial audits on school districts which include review of SEI budget 

requests, compensatory instruction budget requests, and may randomly select 
school districts not currently monitored 

 

RESPONSIBILITY TO COMPLY WITH STATE AND 
FEDERAL LAWS 
A.R.S. 15-756.13 
 
Nothing in sections 15-756 and 15-756.01 through 15-756.12 relieves a school district or 
charter school of its responsibility to comply with all state and federal laws. 
 
 
CONTRACTS WITH PRIVATE VENDORS A.R.S. 15-757 
 
School districts and charters may enter into contracts with private vendors for the purpose 
of providing literacy services for participating pupils who begin receiving services in 
kindergarten, successful at reading, writing and speaking English at the third grade level 
by the end of third grade. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-12.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00756-13.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00757.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS


ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
 
 

Office of English Language Acquisition Services   7/09 
17

 

GLOSSARY 
 
ADE 

The Arizona Department of Education 
 

AIMS 
Arizona's Instrument to Measure Standards: A standards-based test that 
provides educators and the public with valuable information regarding the 
progress of Arizona's students toward mastering Arizona's reading, writing and 
mathematics Academic Standards. 
 

ALTERNATE MODEL 
These are SEI classroom models that contain modification from the approved 
ELL Task Force models, but that have been adopted by the Task Force for 
implementation. 
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/sei/ProposedAlternateModelApplicationGLENDAL
E.pdf  
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/sei/ProposedAlternateModelApplicationPhoenixUni
on.pdf  

 
AMAOs 

Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives:  Under NCLB these are 
performance targets (objectives) that include: Making progress toward English 
language proficiency as measured by the state English language proficiency 
assessment (AZELLA), attaining English language proficiency as measured by 
the AZELLA, and meeting AYP as measured by the state content assessment in 
the areas of reading and math. 

 
A. R. S. 

Arizona Revised Statutes 
 
AYP 

Adequate Yearly Progress: Requirement under NCLB that states must 
determine methods and procedures for yearly improvement - Adequate Yearly 
Progress - in student achievement in all schools and LEAs in the state. 

 
AZ LEARNS  

Arizona’s comprehensive system of school improvement. 
 
AZ READS  

Arizona’s comprehensive plan aimed at improving reading achievement in 
Arizona.  
 
 

 

http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/sei/ProposedAlternateModelApplicationGLENDALE.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/sei/ProposedAlternateModelApplicationGLENDALE.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/sei/ProposedAlternateModelApplicationPhoenixUnion.pdf
http://www.ade.az.gov/oelas/sei/ProposedAlternateModelApplicationPhoenixUnion.pdf
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AZELLA: ARIZONA ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER ASSESSMENT 
The sole measurement used in Arizona to assess a PHLOTE student’s English 
language proficiency level and subsequent entry into the program for English 
language learners. 
 

BLE 
The Bilingual education endorsement. 
 

C.T.D.S. Number  
This is the abbreviated form for County, Type, District, Site; it is a specific and 
unique number assigned to the LEA for identification purposes. 
 

DSI 
The Discrete Skills Inventory is designed to interface with the ELP Standards. 
Together, these documents guide the planning, writing, and the implementation of 
English language development (ELD) instruction for ELLs.  
 

ED 
(Also known as USDOE): The United States Department of Education 

 
ELL 

English Language Learner 
 
ELD 

English Language Development (Instruction for English language learners) 
 
ELPS: ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY STANDARDS 

These are the Arizona English Language Proficiency standards, and are the basis 
for English Language Development (ELD). The standards are the foundation for 
instruction and assessment in the discrete teaching of the English language 
components. 

 
ESL 

The English as a Second Language endorsement. 
 
FEP 

Fluent English Proficient: These are students formerly in an ELL program, but 
tested out of the program as “Proficient” on their AZELLA. As required by law, 
these students are monitored for two years to ensure continued academic success.  

 
FLORES 

In 1992, a lawsuit was filed in Nogales, Arizona, alleging a violation of the Equal 
Education Opportunity Act. In 2009, oral arguments were heard before the 
Supreme Court, with the final rule issued on June 25, 2009. (Horne v. Flores) 
 

 

http://www.supremecourtus.gov/opinions/08pdf/08-289.pdf
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FLUENCY 
Teacher English fluency-NCLB Act of 2001 Title III SEC. 3116. 
LOCAL PLANS (c) …all teachers in any language instruction educational 
program for limited English proficient children that is, or will be funded under 
this part are fluent in English …including having written and oral communication 
skills. 

 
GROUPING 

For the purposes of this OELAS manual, English Language Learners are grouped 
by English language proficiency levels for instructional purposes. 

 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED 

Arizona Highly Qualified Attestation Form 
 
IFEP 

Initial Fluent English Proficient: These are students designated as PHLOTEs, but 
upon completion of the Initial AZELLA assessment, they are shown to be 
“Proficient”. In that case, these IFEPs are never designated as ELLs nor do they 
qualify for participation in an ELD instructional program. 

 
ILLP: INDIVIDUAL LANGUAGE LEARNER PLAN   

Schools with 20 or fewer ELLs within a three-grade span (including kindergarten 
for counting purposes), may provide instruction through the development of 
Individual Language Learner Plans (ILLPs) created for each ELL. 

 
LEA 

Local Educational Agency  
 
LEP 

Limited English Proficient 
 
MAINSTREAM 

A “mainstream” classroom is one made up of non-ELLs or ELLs with an ILLP 
and where the academic standards drive the instruction. 

 
NCLB: No Child Left Behind  

The Act of 2001 (which became Public Law 107-110), is legislation meant to 
accomplish standards-based education reform. The law reauthorized federal 
programs meant to hold primary and secondary schools measurably accountable 
to higher standards. It also provided more opportunities to parents for school 
choice and placed a greater emphasis on reading in schools. Funding for ELL 
students specifically is under Title III of the law. 
 

OAG 
Office of the Arizona Auditor General 
 

http://www.ade.az.gov/asd/hqtp/SEIClassroomTeacherAttestation.pdf
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OELAS 
Office of English Language Acquisition Services 
 

PARAPROFESSIONALS 
Non-certified classroom assistants who provide additional help to students as 
guided by the assigned classroom teacher. 
 

P H L O T E 
 Primary home language other than English 
 
PROFICIENCY LEVEL 
 These are the English language proficiency levels designated by the total 

composite scaled score on the AZELLA: 
  Pre-Emergent  
  Emergent 
  Basic 
  Intermediate 
  Proficient  
 
SAIS 

Student Accountability Information System is the Internet-based operation for 
collecting Arizona student-level, school-level, and LEA-level data as required by: 
A.R.S. § 15-1041. 

  
SBOE 

State Board of Education 
 
SEA 

State Educational Agency 
 
SEI 

Structured English Immersion: This is an English language acquisition process for 
students with all classroom instruction in English but with the curriculum and 
presentation designed for students who are learning the language. 
 

SMS 
The School Management System is the software provided by the vendor selected 
by the LEA to process data at its site and to interface with SAIS to ensure all data 

ansactions/submissions are timely and accurate using secure internet protocol. tr
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TITLE III 
This is the specific part of the NCLB law, the specific entitlement (Language 
Instruction for Limited English Proficient and Immigrant Students), that deals 
with English language learners, their identification, testing and the individual 
LEA’s responsibility. It provides funds to LEAs with English language learners to 
provide supplemental services for those students to acquire English language 
skills and meet academic achievement standards.  Title III also supports programs 
to alleviate the impact of a significant increase in immigrant students on LEAs 
with little experience in serving immigrant students.   
 

USDOE 
(Also known as ED): The United States Department of Education 

 
WAIVER 

This is a parental waiver (A.R.S. §15-753) which provides written informed 
consent for placement of an ELL in a Bilingual Program.  This parental exception 
may be applied for if:  the student already knows English, the student is age 10 or 
older, or if the student has special individual needs. 
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