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Narrative Rubric
Category 4-Excellent 3-Good 2-Acceptable 1-Needs 

Improvement
Focus on 
Topic 
(Content)

There is one 
clear, well-
focused topic. 
Main idea 
stands out and 
is supported by 
detailed 
information.

Main idea is 
clear but the 
supporting 
information is 
general.

Main idea is 
somewhat clear 
but there is a 
need for more 
supporting 
information.

The main idea 
is not clear. 
There is a 
seemingly 
random 
collection of 
information.

Adding 
Personality 
(Voice)

The writer 
seems to be 
writing from 
knowledge or 
experience. The
author has 
taken the ideas 
and made them 
"his own."

The writer 
seems to be 
drawing on 
knowledge or 
experience, but 
there is some 
lack of 
ownership of 
the topic.

The writer 
relates some of 
his own 
knowledge or 
experience, but 
it adds nothing 
to the 
discussion of 
the topic.

The writer has 
not tried to 
transform the 
information in a 
personal way. 
The ideas and 
the way they 
are expressed 
seem to belong 
to someone 

Commitment 
(Voice)

The writer 
successfully 
uses several 
reasons/appeal
s to try to show 
why the reader 
should care or 
want to know 
more about the 
topic.

The writer 
successfully 
uses one or two
reasons/appeal
s to try to show 
why the reader 
should care or 
want to know 
more about the 
topic.

The writer 
attempts to 
make the 
reader care 
about the topic,
but is not really 
successful.

The writer 
made no 
attempt to 
make the 
reader care 
about the topic.

Sentence 
Structure 
(Sentence 
Fluency)

All sentences 
are well-
constructed 
with varied 
structure.

Most sentences 
are well-
constructed 
with varied 
structure.

Most sentences 
are well-
constructed but 
have a similar 
structure.

Sentences lack 
structure and 
appear 
incomplete or 
rambling.
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