Education Professions Supplemental Curriculum Lesson Plan

Diversity
Title of Lesson: Inclusion/Exclusion — A Beginning in our Study of Diversity

Developed By: EdChange Multicultural Pavilion for their Awareness Activities; incorporated here by
Julie Stockwell (with permission)

Objective: The student will begin the process of recognizing the different ways people feel included and
excluded in learning activities by sharing their own experiences and categorizing the common themes
that arise within the group.

Essential Question: In what ways do classrooms exclude or ignore individuals or
groups?

Activities:
1. Divide students into pairs, preferably with someone they do not know well.

2. Ask participants to share two stories with their partner:
(1) Recall a time from your own schooling when you felt especially included in the learning
process in a particular class;
and
(2) Recall a situation when you felt especially excluded from the learning process in a particular
class. Allow 8-10 minutes.

3. Bring students back to the big group and ask pairs to share each other's stories.

4. Request a volunteer to record brief notes about both categories of stories. (What makes students
feel included? What makes them feel excluded?)

5. Facilitate a discussion about the notes, examining consistencies and differences in individuals' stories
and learning needs. Questions to guide the conversation can include the following:
- What similarities do you see among the situations in which people felt especially included in
a learning process?
- What consistencies do you notice in the situations in which people felt excluded?
- What differences among the stories do you find interesting?
- What can you do as a teacher to ensure that the needs of all students with similar varying
learning needs are sufficiently met?

6. Have students write a reflection that identifies the overall consistencies/differences they observed
among the group and identify what behaviors make them feel individually most included.

Technology Integration Ideas:
Have students write a reflection blog that identifies the overall consistencies/differences they observed
among the group and identify what behaviors make them feel individually most included (#6 under




activities). Have students write a reflection blog summarizing the ways people feel included and
excluded in schools. See attached reflection-blog rubric (Under Assessment).
The blogs can be contained on a school website developed by the teacher and/or students for the class.

Materials:
White board or flipchart
Appropriate markers to record the discoveries during the discussion

Assessment:

Have students write a reflection journal summarizing the ways people feel included and excluded in
schools. See attached reflection-blog rubric.

Other students can develop a bulletin board identifying some of the most common ways people feel
included and excluded in schools and add recommendations for how to mitigate exclusion factors.

Time: 25-45 minutes

Standard(s):

8.0 EXPLAIN THE ISSUES RELATING TO DIVERSITY AND ITS IMPACT ON TEACHING AND
LEARNING

8.1 Identify the characteristics, the challenges, and the opportunities for learning in a diverse classroom
8.2 Explain the role of teacher expectations on student performance and its impact on teaching and
learning in a diverse classroom

8.4 Describe how cultural and ethnic differences affect interpersonal interactions and communications
within a group

Arizona Educational Technology Standard
Strand 1: Concept 4: PO 2: Use digital collaborative tools to synthesize information, produce original
works, and express ideas.

Source:
http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/activities/inclusion.html
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