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Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling (LETRS) 
• Targeted audience and purpose: 

Arizona LETRS Institutes are designed primarily for practitioners with experience or background 
in teaching reading. These Institutes are presented by Arizona LETRS trainers and focus on the 
foundation, content, and procedures of research-based reading instruction. 

o Teachers 
o Principals 
o LEA Leaders 

• Participants will: 
o Examine scientific research, reading development, knowledge of language structure 

and its application;  
o Apply practical skills of instruction in a comprehensive reading program including 5 

essential elements and written composition; and 
o Use assessment data to inform instruction;  

Each of the individual LETRS modules covers a key ingredient of effective reading instruction. As a 
whole, the print modules are designed to serve as a complete professional development course for 
reading teachers and coaches at all grade levels. LETRS modules provide the foundational 
knowledge requirements that reading teachers and coaches at all grade levels can use to be more 
effective. LETRS modules use easy-to-understand language. Essential teaching concepts are 
underscored with engaging questions, problems, and tasks that emphasize the concept’s real-life 
application. Videos and other support resources are recommended, and educators can check their 
knowledge of LETRS content with the self-tests that bookend every LETRS module. 

LETRS Modules for Early Readers: K-3 Teachers 
Module 1      The Challenge of Learning To Read 
Module 2      The Speech Sounds of English 
Module 3      Spellography for Teachers: How English Spelling Works 
Module 4     The Mighty Word: Building Vocabulary and Oral Language 
Module 5     Getting Up to Speed:   Developing Fluency 
Module 6     Digging for Meaning:  Teaching Text Comprehension 
Module 7     Teaching Phonics, Word Study, and the Alphabetic Principle 
Module 9     Teaching Beginning Spelling and Writing 
  
LETRS Modules for Adolescent Readers: 4-12 Teachers 
Module 1      The Challenge of Learning To Read 
Module 2      The Speech Sounds of English 
Module 3      Spellography for Teachers: How English Spelling Works 
Module 4     The Mighty Word: Building Vocabulary and Oral Language 
Module 10    Reading Big Words:  Syllabication and Advanced Decoding 
Module 11    Writing:  A Road To Reading Comprehension 
Module 12    Using Assessment to Guide Instruction  

This training is offered through ADE Calendar of Events: K-12 Literacy, click here. 
Upcoming Trainings are listed on the K-12 Literacy Home Page. 

http://www.azed.gov/azreads/prodev/
http://www.azed.gov/azreads/prodev/PDList.asp
http://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration/SelectEvent.asp?viewall=%22yes%22&GroupID=23
http://www.ade.az.gov/k12literacy


 
K-12 Literacy Home Page 

 
Contact Information 

Arizona Department of Education 
1535 West Jefferson, Bin 5 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 
Associate Superintendent: Kathy Hrabluk 

Tel: (602) 364-2333 
Fax: 602) 364-0902 

 
 

www.aaa.com�
http://www.ade.az.gov/K12Literacy/langarts.asp
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