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Four Arizona schools earn Blue Ribbon recognition 

Will be honored in Washington, DC by U.S. Department of Education 
 
 

(Phoenix, Ariz. – September 24, 2013) Superintendent of Public Instruction John 

Huppenthal today proudly announced four Arizona schools were awarded the 

prestigious National Blue Ribbon Schools recognition. The four schools receiving this 

honor are Chandler Traditional Academy - Liberty Campus in Chandler, Francisco 

Vasquez de Coronado Elementary School in Nogales, Sabino High School in Tucson 

and Xavier College Preparatory Roman Catholic High School in Phoenix. These schools 

will be among 236 public and 50 private schools that will be recognized at a ceremony 

in Washington, D.C. on November 18 – 19.  

“This is a proud day for these four schools,” said State Superintendent John 

Huppenthal. “This award recognizes a commitment to excellence in education—and 

more importantly, a commitment to our students. I want to thank the principals, teachers 

and staff whose hard work helped to earn their schools such a highly coveted national 

award.” 

This prestigious national award is administered by the U.S. Department of Education 

and recognized 286 schools across the nation as 2013 National Blue Ribbon Schools 

for their overall academic excellence. The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program 

spotlights public and private elementary, middle, and high schools where students 

perform at very high levels or where significant improvements are being made in 

students' academic achievement.  

The program recognizes schools in one of two performance categories: “Exemplary 

High Performing” and “Exemplary Improving.” The first category is based upon state 



assessment or nationally normed tests. The second category is based upon student 

growth for students from disadvantaged backgrounds. Since the program’s inception in 

1982, more than 7,000 schools have earned this distinction. 

For additional information, please visit www.ed.gov or contact Mary Marshall, 602-

364-2425. 
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