Arizona State Board of Education

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING

Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the
members of the Arizona State Board of Education and to the general public that the
Board will hold a special meeting, open to the public, as specified below. The Board
reserves the right to change the order of items on the agenda, with the exception of
public hearings. One or more members of the Board may participate telephonically.

Pursuant to A.R.S. 838-431.02 (H), the Board may discuss and take action concerning
any matter listed on the agenda.

Pursuant to A.R.S. 8§ 38-431.03(A)(2) and (3), the Board may vote to convene in
executive session, which will not be open to the public, for discussion or consultation for
legal advice from the Board’s attorneys concerning any items on this agenda and/or for
discussion or consideration of records exempt by law from public inspection, including
the receipt of information that is specifically required to be maintained as confidential by
state or federal law.

Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation such as a sign
language interpreter, by contacting the State Board Office at (602) 542-5057. Requests
should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation.

DATED AND POSTED this 23" day of October, 2014.

Arizona State Board of Education

By:

Christine Thompson
Executive Director
(602) 542-5057
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9:30 a.m. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

1. Presentation, discussion and consideration of the recommendation of
the chief procurement officer regarding the Request for Proposals
(RFP) for the new statewide assessment pursuant to A.R.S. 8§ 15-
741. Pursuant to A.R.S. 8§ 38-431.03(A)(2) and (3), the Board may
vote to convene in executive session to review confidential information
and/or for discussion or consultation for legal advice. Any legal action
will be taken in open session.

ADJOURN
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Item 1
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Page 1 of 1
Issue: Presentation, discussion and consideration of the recommendation of the chief

procurement officer regarding the Request for Proposals (RFP) for the new
statewide assessment pursuant to A.R.S. § 15-741. Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-
431.03(A)(2) and (3), the Board may vote to convene in executive session to
review confidential information and/or for discussion or consultation for legal
advice. Any legal action will be taken in open session.

X] Action/Discussion ltem [ ] Information Item

Background and Discussion

The Arizona State Board of Education is responsible for prescribing the minimum course of study for
public schools, adopting statewide academic standards, and selecting a statewide assessment to
measure the Arizona academic standards. These Board adopted measures are considered by
governing boards and charter schools as they fulfill their local responsibility to prescribe curricula,
criteria for the promotion of students, and any course of study or competency requirements greater than
those prescribed by the Board.

A.R.S. 815-741 requires the Board to adopt and implement a test to measure pupil achievement. A
new assessment aligned with the Arizona English Language Arts and Mathematics Standards must be
selected for use in School Year 2014-2015.

While the AIMS Reading, Writing, and Mathematics test was administered to all students for the last
time in Spring 2014, AIMS retesting opportunities will be available through Fall 2016 as high school
students graduating through 2016 are still required to pass each section of AIMS in order to graduate.
Students graduating in 2017 will no longer be required to pass the statewide assessments as a
condition of graduation.

Procurement Process

Through the independent procurement process required by state law, the State will select a rigorous,
cost efficient, statewide assessment aligned with Arizona’s educational priorities, that will measure
student learning and inform the State’s accountability measures (A-F School Letter Grades, Move on
When Reading, Principal and Teacher Evaluations).

In late 2013, the Board issued a Request for Information (RFI) to identify existing assessment options
that may meet Arizona’s needs. The Board received six responses to the RFI. On March 6, 2014,
incorporating feedback from parents, educators, and business and community leaders, the Board
adopted a statement of values to be used as the basis for the requirements of the Request for
Proposals (RFP) for the selection of the new statewide assessment. On June 6, 2014, the RFP for the
new statewide assessment was released, and responses were due July 25, 2014. As permitted by
Arizona procurement law, an independent evaluation team was assembled to review vendor proposals,
assess the extent to which proposals address the requirements listed in the RFP, and recommend
contract award to vendors that best address the state’s requirements as listed in the RFP.

Recommendation to the Board

It is recommended that the State Board of Education agree with the recommendation of the chief
procurement officer that the award of the contract for a statewide assessment to the vendor is in the
best interests of the State, and the Board adopts and implements the statewide assessment pursuant
to A.R.S. 8§ 15-741, by way of the contract to be awarded by the chief procurement officer.

Contact Information:
Christine M. Thompson, Executive Director, Arizona State Board of Education
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