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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
As required by ARS§15-533(A), teachers must pass proficiency examinations to qualify for certification. The AEPA (Arizona Educator 
Proficiency Assessment) exams need to be aligned to reflect the newly adopted Arizona Standards.   
 
In October 2012 the State Board of Education adopted several National Evaluation Systems (NES) Subject Knowledge Exams.  In 
adopting the exams, the field has experienced the following benefits:  
 

 Computer –Based Test Sites.  This allows applicants to have year-round testing dates by appointment at Pearson VUE Test 
Centers. Currently there are 13 of these centers in Arizona with additional sites forthcoming, seven centers in our border 
states, over 200 nationwide, plus selected sites worldwide.  

 Fees:  Computer-Based Subject tests are offered at $95 per test compared to the current paper based test at $115 per test.  
 Practice Tests:  The NES Practice Tests provide full-length on-line practice tests; comprehensive feedback on the test-taker 

performance; interactive diagnostic score reporting; and sample test questions with rationales.   
 Electronic Score Reports:  The applicant will be able to access, download and print the score report at no charge.  Score 

reports will be securely posted for 45 days. 
 Pearson VUE Test Centers:  Applicants can take a virtual tour of the Pearson VUE testing center to get a sense of the 

environment in which the test will be taken. 
 Results Analyzer:  Higher education will have direct access to candidate test result data.   

 
In addition to the tests already adopted for Arizona educators, NES also offers a Physical Education Subject Knowledge test. 
Currently candidates must provide 24 credit hours in physical education to receive a certificate in physical education. By adopting the 
NES Physical Education exam, candidates will take the test rather than providing transcripts documenting 24 credit hours of physical 
education coursework.  
 
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: [ ] INFORMATION [X ] ACTION/DESCRIBED  
BELOW 
 
That the Board adopts the NES (National Evaluation Series) Physical Education Subject Knowledge test effective September 1, 2013, using 
the national benchmark cut score of 220 for the assessment. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  YES [  ] NO [ X ] 
 


