Close Reading
Grammar Scaffold- Informational Text

Name of Text: How Do Hurricanes Form

Page #/Section:

Grade Level:

Lexile Level:

Evident | Grammar/Academic
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Examples/Instructional
Considerations

YES Informational Density

(Look for facts that are implied,
complex, or confusing.)

Storms that form over the
Atlantic Ocean and eastern Pacific
Ocean are called hurricanes.

Refer to map. In the US why are they
referred to as hurricanes?

YES Noun Phrases

(Look for “packed” noun phrases.
These are ones that have a lot of
information surrounding them.)

Awesome, violent storms

eastern Pacific Ocean

YES Pronouns

(Look for pronouns and their

Depending on where they occur

Whatever they are called

antecedents that may confuse “hurricanes”
students.)
YES Complex Sentence Structure | Whatever they are called, tropical

(Look for clauses, compound
sentences, complex sentences.)

cyclones all form the same way.

YES Vocabulary

(Note vocabulary that may be
unfamiliar or need clarification in
the context of the piece.)

Scientific term for all these storms is
tropical cyclone.

Hurricanes, typhoons and tropical
cyclone are synonyms

YES Other (verbs, adverbs,
prepositional phrases, etc.)

Such As — tells us that important
information is coming next




