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Elements of Expository Text 
(Vaughn Gross Center for Reading & Language – pg. 315) 

Elements of Expository Text 

Examples Newspaper Textbook Magazine Brochures Catalogues 
Articles 

Purpose 

Characteristics 

Narrative Terms 

(student-friendly definition) 

To inform 

One expository passage may be organized using several different text 
structures. 

Cause-Effect How or why all event happened; what resulted from an 
event 

Chronology/ The order of events/steps in a process 
Sequence 

Compare/ How two or more things are alike/different 
Contrast 

Description/ How something looks, moves, works, etc.; a definition 
Categorization or characterization 

Problem· What's wrong and how to fix it 
Solution 

Position· Why a point or idea should be supported; what's wrong 
Reason with an idea 


