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Superintendent Douglas Announces English Language Learner Teacher of the Year 

 
(Phoenix, Ariz., Dec. 8, 2015) – Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction Diane Douglas today 
announced that the 2015 Arizona English Language Learner (ELL) Teacher of the Year is Karen Hurley 
of Bret R. Tarver School in the Cartwright Elementary School District in west Phoenix.  
 
“It is an honor to recognize Karen Hurley as an outstanding teacher who is truly making a difference in 
the lives of her students,” said Douglas. “Her passion and commitment to educating English language 
learners is remarkable and I know she will be a model for the profession for years to come.” 
 
Hurley will be honored at a banquet on Wednesday, Dec. 9, 2015 at the JW Marriott Starr Pass Resort in 
Tucson. This event is being held in conjunction with the Arizona Department of Education’s Office of 
English Language Acquisition Services (OELAS) 2015 Conference, “Optimizing Opportunities.” 
 
The process for choosing the 2015 Arizona ELL Teacher of the Year began with a call for applications in 
May 2015. In October, a panel of peers facilitated by OELAS judged the nominees and the honoree was 
chosen.  
 
On Nov. 6, 2015, Superintendent Douglas, members of her staff and officials from OELAS made a 
surprise visit to Tarver Elementary to inform Hurley that she had been selected the 2015 Arizona ELL 
Teacher of the Year. 
 
“Wow! I’m overwhelmed with gratitude! I can’t wait to tell my parents,” said Hurley upon receiving the 
award. “Being a child of an English language learner, I communicate the struggles and triumphs my 
family endured with my students. In fact, a high school education was out-of-reach for many; going to 
college was unheard of in their situations. 
 
“I am still inspired by my hard-working family members, as well as my students’ families, on a daily basis. 
The opportunity to teach in the ELL classroom is a huge honor, and I appreciate the support of my 
administrators who never give up on me.” 
 
Hurley says her educational philosophy for teaching ELL students is to provide them with “a classroom 
that is run efficiently and provides a supportive learning environment where all students can learn, grow 
and thrive.”  
 

More 
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1-1-1 ELL Teacher of the Year 
 
Hurley believes her primary role is to provide the language support students need to develop concept 
understandings while also developing their English-language proficiency. She also strives to plan 
meaningful, engaging and well-orchestrated lessons. 
 
Hurley graduated from Arizona State University with a B.S. in Elementary Education and earned her 
Master’s degree in Elementary Education from Northern Arizona University. Currently, Hurley is a fifth 
grade Structured English Immersion (SEI) teacher and has been teaching in the same district for 20 
years. Coincidently, she replaced her own fourth grade teacher who retired when Hurley began her 
career. 
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