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FOUR ARIZONA SCHOOLS EARN NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON RECOGNITION 
 
Phoenix, Ariz.  September 30, 2014 – Superintendent of Public Instruction John Huppenthal today 

proudly announced four Arizona schools have been recognized as National Blue Ribbon Schools by the 

U.S. Department of Education. The four schools receiving this honor are Benson Primary School in 

Benson, Franklin Police and Fire High School in Phoenix, Mesquite Elementary School in Tucson, and 

Reid Traditional Schools’ Valley Academy in Phoenix. These schools are among 287 public and 50 

private schools that will be recognized at a ceremony in Washington, D.C. on November 10-11.  

“This is an outstanding accomplishment for these four schools,” said Superintendent Huppenthal. 

“This award recognizes a commitment to all students — and more specifically, a commitment to 

ensuring that all students achieve high levels of academic excellence. I want to thank the principals, 

teachers, staff, and students whose hard work helped to earn their schools such a highly coveted 

national award.” 

This prestigious national award is administered by the U.S. Department of Education and 

recognized 337 schools across the nation as 2014 National Blue Ribbon Schools for their overall 

academic excellence or their progress in closing achievement gaps among student subgroups. The 

National Blue Ribbon Schools Program spotlights public and private elementary, middle, and high 

schools where students either achieve very high learning standards or are making notable 

improvements in closing the achievement gap.   

The program recognizes schools in one of two performance categories: “Exemplary High 

Performing” and “Exemplary Achievement Gap Closing.” The first category is based upon state 

assessment or nationally normed tests. The second category is based upon a school’s improvements in 

closing achievement gaps between subgroups and all students over the past five years. Benson 

Primary School was recognized as an Exemplary Achievement Gap Closing School. Franklin Police 

and Fire High School, Mesquite Elementary School, and Reid Traditional Schools’ Valley Academy 

were each recognized as an Exemplary High Performing School. 

For additional information, please visit www.ed.gov or contact Sally Stewart, 602-542-5072. 
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