AL
ReaD On.

ARIZONA

When Arizona Reads, Arizona Thrives

READ ON ARIZONA Press Release
April 14, 2014

Media Contacts:

Jennifer Liewer, Director of Communications
Arizona Department of Education
602-542-5072 / jennifer.liewer@azed.gov

Karen Leland, Director of Communications

Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust

Co-Chair, Read On Arizona Communications Group
480-556-7125 / kleland@pipertrust.org

READ ON ARIZONA ANNOUNCES READING SOLUTION TO KEEP KIDS READING ALL SUMMER
DIGITAL LIBRARY ACCESS FOR EVERY CHILD IN ARIZONA

PHOENIX, Ariz— Read On Arizona partners, which include the Arizona Department of Education, and myON, a leading
provider of digital literacy, setting the trend for personalized reading, are joining efforts so that children ages three and up will
have free and unlimited access to thousands of digital books from April through September 2014.

Read On Arizona is committed to ensuring all children in Arizona are reading at or above grade level by the end of third grade.
Third grade is a critical milestone where students move from learning to read to reading to learn. Additionally, Arizona enacted
Move on When Reading (ARS 15-701) which requires by law that students scoring “far below” on Arizona’s AIMS reading
assessment may be retained in third grade until they meet the reading specifications set forth in statute.

Summer reading in particular is very important to a student's academic achievement. As educators and administrators across
the state focus their efforts on improving students’ reading skills, many students show measureable success by the end of the
school year. However, once the school year ends and summer begins, students face the challenge of retaining the gains
achieved in reading during the previous school year—often called “summer slide.”

‘Reading over the summer is an important step in building vocabulary. By giving children access to books that capture their
interests, children are likely to keep reading and ultimately decrease ‘summer slide’,” said Arizona Literacy Director for Read On
Arizona Terri Clark. “Families should encourage a child to read independently or with a family member during the summer.

Just 20 minutes a day for any child can make a huge difference!”

Through myON, books are accessible online and offline anytime and anywhere students have access to a device. Users

may read the enhanced digital books on computers, tablets, and other devices. Readers can choose from a collection that
includes thousands of digital books in a variety of genres and formats. There is no limit to the number of times a user can
read a book or the number of people who can read the same book at the same time.
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“The importance of providing Arizona’s young children with exciting and engaging ways to read during the summer is
absolutely mission critical,” said Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction John Huppenthal. “For low-income children in
particular, it is imperative that we create a strong link to learning from school year to school year. We are thrilled that through
our partnership with myON, more than 360,000 children from across Arizona will have the opportunity to access skill-
appropriate, engaging books to read over the summer.”

Starting on April 14t students may begin using myON at www.ReadOnArizona.org and will have access to this digital library
through September 30, 2014. This access is established as a trial basis in which usage records and survey results will be
evaluated to determine interest and need for this resource in homes and schools statewide.

Within myON, aggregate data will be captured about the number of books students access and read, the amount of time
children spend reading, and the most popular books read among Arizona children.

“‘Our team is proud to partner with Read On Arizona to engage students in the very important and exciting activity of reading
throughout the summer months,” said Todd Brekhus, president of myON. “Research shows that students grow as readers
when they read books that are of interest in their targeted reading level.”
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About Read On Arizona

Read On Arizona is a public/private collaboration committed to building an early literacy system that improves language and literacy
outcomes for Arizona’s children from birth through age eight—delivering the right program at the right time to every child. For more
information, visit www.ReadOnAvrizona.org.

About myON™

myON, a business unit of Capstone, develops personalized learning environments for students. myON provides access to the largest
library of enhanced digital books with multimedia scaffolds to support student reading at all levels. In turn, myON empowers teachers with
real-time, actionable data—number and type of books opened and read, time spent reading, results of regular benchmark assessments,
and more—based on embedded Lexile assessments that measure student reading growth. With myON, every student can have access
to more than 5,000 diverse titles, which allows students to take ownership of their reading interests and literacy growth.

For more information, please visit www.myON.com

About Arizona Department of Education
Arizona Department of Education serves Arizona’s education community, ensuring every child has access to an excellent education. For
more information visit www.azed.gov.
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