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Justice Sandra Day O’Connor and Superintendent of Public
Instruction John Huppenthal share innovations for increasing civic
awareness among Arizona’s students

(Phoenix, Ariz. — April 18, 2013). Today Justice Sandra Day O’Connor and John
Huppenthal met with media to discuss the importance of civic awareness and education
among Arizona’s students. The discussion centered on Justice O’Connor’s innovative
iCivics.org web-based educational tool and the Arizona Department of Education’s
Excellence in Civic Engagement program. Justice O’Connor and Superintendent
Huppenthal each recognized the decline in civic knowledge among youth and
responded accordingly with a method that reaches students directly.

In 2009, Justice Sandra Day O’Connor founded iCivics.org, a web-based program that
provides free interactive video games and vibrant teaching materials to prepare
students to become knowledgeable and engaged citizens of the 21% century. Since that
time, hundreds of thousands of students in all 50 states have used this fun, interactive
method to learn about the branches of government and the checks and balances that
exist among them; the Constitution and Bill of Rights; how a citizen can affect change in
his community and other important concepts related to civic engagement.

“Democracy certainly is not a spectator sport,” said Justice O’Connor. “It requires the
participation of all of us. Frankly, the skills and knowledge to run government entities
are not handed down through the gene pool.”

During the current school year, State Superintendent of Public Instruction John
Huppenthal launched the Excellence in Civic Engagement program to recognize the
efforts of schools that offer educational programs based upon proven techniques that
demonstrate a school’'s commitment to excellence in civic education.

“We are committed to developing a better understanding of government and especially
the importance of civic participation among Arizona’s youth,” said Superintendent



Huppenthal. “An educated citizenry is essential to the health of the nation. And the
place we can have the greatest impact is in our classrooms. That’s why we launched
this program—to encourage and recognize schools that deliver excellent civics
programs based upon proven practices drawn from the Guardian of Democracy: The
Civic Mission of Schools report.”

The Arizona Department of Education is supporting schools in this effort through
professional development opportunities for government, history and social studies
teachers. The intensive workshops fill quickly and response from attendees has been
overwhelmingly positive.

To be recognized with the Excellence in Civic Engagement distinction, schools must
submit their applications by May 1, 2013. The schools that earn the distinction will be
recognized at an event on Sept. 17, 2013—Constitution Day.

For more information about the iCivics web-based education tool, please visit
WWW.iCivics.org.

For more information about the ADE’s Excellence in Civic Engagement program, please
visit www.azed.gov/civicengagement.
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