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Superintendent Huppenthal Recognizes 2012 “Arizona ELL Teacher of the Year” 

(Phoenix, Ariz. – December 12, 2012) Superintendent of Public Instruction John Huppenthal recognized 
Melanie Conger, from Bicentennial South Elementary School in Glendale as the 2012 “Arizona English 
Language Learner (ELL) Teacher of the Year” at the Arizona Department of Education’s OELAS Annual 
Conference. 
 
“Melanie Conger’s service to the ELL students who have passed through her classroom is extremely 
impressive,” said Superintendent John Huppenthal.  “Her commitment and dedication to her district, 
school, and students makes her truly worthy of this recognition, and I would like to thank her for her 
support to the ELL community.”  

Conger holds several leadership positions both in her district and within her community. She is a first 
and second year English Language Development (ELD) Teacher Induction Coach, is on the district ELD 
Committee, served as a district Literacy Summer School Coordinator, and has presented multiple district 
and school wide professional development seminars highlighting literacy and ELD methodologies.  
Additionally, she was Bicentennial South’s 2012 “Teacher of the Year” and achieved National Board 
Certification in 2011. She has been a first and second grade ELL teacher in the Glendale Elementary 
School District for six years.  

“It is an absolute honor to be an ELD teacher,” Conger said. “ELD teachers have the power to truly 
change the lives of our ELL students. We need to show our ELL students what is available to them 
through hard work and a commitment to themselves and to learning. I am proud to be an ELL teacher 
and wouldn’t choose to do anything else.” 
 
The process for choosing the Arizona ELL Teacher of the Year began with the call for applications in May 
of 2012. In October, a judging panel composed of ELL educators was facilitated by the Arizona 
Department of Education’s Office of English Language Acquisition Services (OELAS). 
 
For more information about the Arizona Department of Education’s English Language Learners program, 
please visit www.azed.gov 
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