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Arizona Department of Education Releases A-F Letter Grades 
for Schools and Districts 

Easy-to-Understand System Helps Parents Make Better Informed Decisions About their Children’s 
Education 

 
(Phoenix, AZ, August 2, 2012) – Superintendent of Public Instruction John Huppenthal announced today 

the release of Arizona’s A-F letter grades for all district and charter schools in the state.  In accordance 

with ARS 15-241 the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) is charged with attributing letter grades to 

every district and charter school in the state. These letter grades are based on the weighting of student 

performance on the AIMS tests and student academic growth from year to year, along with additional 

points awarded for high English Language Learner reclassifications, and significant reductions in dropout 

rates. Every school and district receives a report card with a grade that reflects their annual academic 

profile. 

In order to further comply with Arizona’s law, this year ADE added three more models to the letter 

grading system, which provides even greater value to parents as they choose appropriate placement for 

their students. Over the last two years the A-F grades were applied to a traditional school model that 

included those schools with student populations over 100.  This year the Department, working 

collaboratively with the education community, developed an A-F model for small schools with student 

populations under 100, alternative schools, and k-2 schools. 

“Our Department is dedicated to providing parents fair yet rigorous evaluations of schools so they can 

make informed decisions about their child’s education,” said Superintendent of Public Instruction John 

Huppenthal. “We recognize higher accountability leads to higher academic results.  This has been 

proven over the last year, as we see the general trending upward in grades for many schools, charters, 

and districts.” 



In 2012, of 1,733 Arizona schools, 23 percent received an “A” grade, while 34 percent received a “B.” In 

comparing 2011 and 2012, of the 1,473 schools who received letter grades in both 2011 and 2012, there 

was an overall increase in both “A’s” and “B’s” from 2011 to 2012, and a decrease in “C’s” and D’s. 

Twenty-five percent of our schools increased their letter grades, and 62 percent maintained them.  

“Through our A-F letter grading accountability system we are able to identify educational weaknesses 

and strengths that can help drive schools to improve.  I am committed to working with our educational 

leaders, teachers, parents and students as we identify areas needing improvement, and develop 

strategies to continue to improve results for our students,” continued Superintendent Huppenthal. 

At the press conference, Superintendent Huppenthal will be joined by Vail Unified School District 

Superintendent Calvin Baker, Pioneer Preparatory Charter School Principal Anthony Best, Hartford Sylvia 

Encinas Elementary Principal Heather Anguiano and Principal Ralph Navarre of Tuba City High School, all 

representing exceptional achievement and growth in their schools and district. 

To view the A-F Letter Grades visit http://www.azed.gov/research-evaluation/a-f-accountability/ 

For more information please contact Public Information Officer, Molly Edwards at 602-364-2425 or 

molly.edwards@azed.gov  
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