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JOYCE EPSTEIN’S SIX TYPES OF INVOLVEMENT 
Each type of involvement leads to different results for students, families, and teachers. A few 
examples of benefits that have been measured or observed for each type of involvement are 
provided.  
 
Source: www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/RESULTS/Results.htm#6 

 
TYPE 1--PARENTING  

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR STUDENTS  

Awareness of family supervision 

Respect for parents 

Positive personal qualities, habits, beliefs, and values taught by family 

Balance between time spent on chores, other activities, and homework 

Regular attendance 

Awareness of importance of school 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR PARENTS 

Self-confidence about parenting 

Knowledge of child and adolescent development 

Adjustments in home environment as children proceed through school 

Awareness of own and others' challenges in parenting 

Feeling of support from school and other parents 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR TEACHERS 

Understanding of families' backgrounds, cultures, concerns, goals, needs, and views of their children 

Respect for families' strengths and efforts 

Understanding student diversity 

Awareness of own skills to share information on child development 

 
TYPE 2--COMMUNICATING  

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR STUDENTS  

Awareness of own progress in subjects and skills 

Knowledge of actions needed to maintain or improve grades 
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Understanding school programs and policies 

Informed decisions about courses and programs 

Awareness of own role as courier and communicator in school-family 

partnerships 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR PARENTS 

Understanding school programs and policies 

Monitoring and awareness of child's progress in subjects and skills 

Responses to student problems 

Ease of interactions and communications with school and teachers 

High rating of school quality 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR TEACHERS 

Diversity of communications with families 

Ability to communicate clearly 

Use of network of parents to communicate with all families 

Ability to understand family views and elicit help with children's progress 

TYPE 3--VOLUNTEERING  
SAMPLE RESULTS FOR STUDENTS  

Skills in communicating with adults 

Skills that are tutored or taught by volunteers 

Awareness of many skills, talents, occupations, and contributions of parents and other volunteers 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR PARENTS 

Understanding the teacher's job 

Self-confidence about ability to work in school and with children 

Awareness that families are welcome and valued at school 

Specific skills of volunteer work 

Use of school activities at home 

Enrollment in programs to improve own education 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR TEACHERS 

Organization, training, and use of volunteers 

Readiness to involve families in new ways, including those who do not volunteer at school 
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Awareness of parents' talents and interests in school and children 

Individual attention to students because of help from volunteers 

 
TYPE 4--LEARNING AT HOME 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR STUDENTS  

Skills, abilities, and tests scores linked to homework and classwork 

Homework completion 

Positive attitude about homework and school 

View of parent as more similar to teacher and of home as more similar to school  

Self-confidence in ability as learner 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR PARENTS 

Knowledge of how to support, encourage, and help student at home each year 

Discussions of school, classwork, homework, and future plans 

Understanding of instructional program and what child is learning in each subject 

Appreciation of teacher's skill 

Awareness of child as a learner 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR TEACHERS 

Varied designs of homework, including interactive assignments 

Respect of family time 

Recognition of helpfulness of single-parent, dual-income, and all families in motivating and reinforcing 

student learning 

Satisfaction with family involvement and support 

 
TYPE 5--DECISION MAKING  

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR STUDENTS  

Awareness of representation of families in school decisions 

Understanding that student rights are protected 

Specific benefits linked to policies enacted by parent organizations 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR PARENTS 

Input into policies that affect children's education 
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Feeling of ownership of school 

Awareness of parents' voices in school decisions 

Shared experiences and connections with other families 

Awareness of school, district, and state policies 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR TEACHERS 

Awareness of perspectives of families in policy development and school decisions 

Acceptance of equality of family representatives on school committees and in leadership roles 

 
TYPE 6--COLLABORATING WITH THE COMMUNITY  

View Community Partnership Charts (www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/community.htm) to learn how schools connect 

with community partners to reach goals for student success. 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR STUDENTS  

Skills and talents from enriched curricular and extracurricular experiences 

Knowledge and exploration of careers and options for future education and work 

Self-confidence and feeling value and belonging in the community 

Positive relationships with adults in the community 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR PARENTS 

Knowledge and use of local resources to increase skills and talents or to obtain needed services 

Interactions with other families in community activities 

Awareness of community's contributions to the school 

Participation in activities to strengthen the community 

SAMPLE RESULTS FOR TEACHERS 

Knowledge and use of community resources to enrich curriculum and instruction 

Skill in working with mentors, business partners, community volunteers, and others to assist students and 

teaching practice 

Knowledge of referral processes for families and children with needs for specific services 
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