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Important note on AzEDS compliance
for 2014-2015

The promise of SAIS replacement is another step closer to reality. As you know, ADE shared with you and
Student Information System vendors via letter dated January 3, 2014, (18 months ahead of the July 1, 2015 go-
live date) that full implementation of the new state reporting requirements, or AZEDS (Arizona Education Data

Standards) Release 1, will begin on July 1, 2014.

It is critically important that Superintendents, Business Officers, SAIS (Data) Coordinators and IT Directors
understand these changes to State and Federal reporting requirements (directed by the Data Governance
Commission in October 2012). Beginning July 1, 2015, all student data submissions must be in the AZEDS
format.. Districts or charters may use any one of the SIS vendors that have a certified implementation of AZEDS

Release 1.

For school year 2015-2016 and all subsequent years, payments of state aid, Classroom Site Fund monies, and
Instructional Improvement Fund monies cannot be made to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) which use a vendor

that has not been certified as AzZEDS compliant prior to July 1, 2015.

For school year 2014-2015, SAIS submissions will continue as usual along with piloting of parallel submissions of
the new AzEDS format. Submissions in the AzEDS format will not be used for payment purposes during school
year 2014-2015. We want to ensure that over the next 13 months we communicate regularly with you to mitigate
any issues you experience during its pilot implementation. AzEDS Release 1 impacts all LEAs who use SIS
solutions from one of many AZ vendors as well as all LEAs that use the SAIS Online application to submit student

data to ADE. All districts and charters in Arizona are impacted by this change in state reporting requirements.

It is ADE’s objective to ensure all LEAs and vendors understand the technical requirements needed to have a
year of parallel submissions (beginning July 1, 2014) to complete testing and receive state certification prior to
July 1, 2015. We are committed to supporting all districts and charters during this transition. For those LEAs
that do not have a SIS vendor and only utilize SAIS Online for submission of SAIS data, you will be contacted

directly by the AzEDS team so that we can work together on an implementation plan for school year 2015-2016.

We are confident that your current vendor is able to meet the requirements of AZEDS Release 1 and continue to
provide you the service which you have procured. If you identify that your vendor will not be compliant, we ask
you to reach out to the AzEDS team so that we can begin to work on a solution that works for your district or

charter.

For more information visit www.azed.gov/aelas/azeds or send an email to azeds@azed.gov.
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