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Objectives

1. Understand the purpose of using formative 
assessments (especially with ELLs)

2. Recognize the four attributes of formative 
assessment
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Part 1
The Purpose of Formative 

Assessments



Formative Assessment

• is a process used by teachers and students during 
instruction that provides explicit feedback to adjust 
ongoing teaching and learning to improve students' 
achievement of intended instructional outcomes.

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/5212

during instruction

explicit feedback 

adjust ongoing teaching and learning 

improve students' achievement 



Why?

• Formative assessment is a key piece of good instruction, 
given its:

– potential for in-the-moment feedback

– student involvement in self-assessment and goal setting

– follow-up modifications to instruction 

MUST occur 

during instruction

Students need to 

monitor own 

progress

MUST inform future 

instruction



Simile

Formative assessments are like _____________________.



Feedback Loop

• Formative assessment serves as a feedback loop to close 
the gap between the student’s current learning status and 
desired learning goals. 

-Sadler, 1989

http://proto-knowledge.blogspot.com/2010/11/8-ways-technology-is-

improving.html



Feedback

• Feedback is only valuable when it is used to alter the gap 
between current learning status and learning goals.

• Teacher gets feedback from formative assessments during 
learning process.

• Teacher uses feedback to both make changes in 
instruction AND provide feedback to students about how 
they can move their own learning forward. 

-Sadler, 1989

Teacher GETS 

feedback from 

formative 

assessments.

Teacher GIVES 

feedback to 

students.



Learning Goals

• BEFORE formative assessments can be implemented, 
both teacher AND students need to clearly understand the 
learning goals and performance criteria. 

-Sadler, 1989

• This practice supports a goal oriented learning 
environment, which is associated with increased 
motivation and self-regulation.

• This increases a student’s persistence in learning. 

-Dweck,1999



Learning Progression
• Teachers must understand the steps and missteps that 

students take in the process towards mastery

• The purpose of formative assessment is to determine 
where students are in this progression
For example: It is your year to host Thanksgiving 

dinner. You want to end up with the perfect turkey. What 

are your steps?

• Turn to your neighbor and share both the steps 

and missteps.

 I call you and say that my 

turkey ended up dry, can you 

help?

Why would it be important for 

you to know the steps to the 

perfect turkey when helping 

me? 



Sharing Learning Goals

• Truly “sharing” the learning goals with students means 
more than students being able to repeat back the student 
objectives.

• Students need to understand what they will learn through 
the outcome.

For example, when students are able 

to find the main idea of a passage, 

what are they really able to do? 



Common Misconceptions
1. Writing the learning goals on the board is sufficient.

2. Sharing a rubric with students ensures that they will 
understand how their work is going to be evaluated.

Agree or Disagree?

 Pick one of these two 

misconceptions and explain 

whether you agree or disagree that 

these are misconceptions. 

 Why?



Student’s Role

• Sadler places great emphasis on students monitoring their 
own progress and being active participants in their 
learning.

• This creates a new kind of feedback; a student’s internal 
feedback with themselves.

• Teachers MUST enroll students as stakeholders in this 
process, with both the right and obligation for reflection 
and analysis.

-Heritage, 2013



English Language 
Learners

• Ongoing assessments are particularly important for ELLs.

• Standardized tests in English often will not illustrate an 
ELLs true mastery of content or concepts.

• Informal assessments of their abilities provides a more 
well-rounded picture of mastered skills, concepts, and 
abilities.

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/using-informal-assessments-

english-language-learners



No two ELLs are the same

• Variety of cultural backgrounds and experiences

• Varying level of education and language experience

They are learning content and language 

simultaneously and also adapting their 

language resources to new circumstances 

and new needs. 

Larsen-Freeman, 2013



The Minute Paper

In one minute explain why formative assessments 
are critical for ELLs. 



Part 2
Fast, Fun, FREE Formative 

Assessments



Four Attributes 

• Clarify intended learning

• Elicit evidence

• Interpret evidence

• Act on evidence

https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2015/01/30/formative-

assessment-practices-sbac/



Clarify Intended Learning

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/stand-up-game
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/stand-up-game


Three Minute Pause

After watching the Stand 
Up Game, take three 
minutes to reflect and 

make connections, using 
these sentence frames.

I changed my attitude 
about ____________.

I became more aware of 
____________.

I was surprised about 
____________.

I related to ____________.



2QQTP

• Two Quotations

• Two Questions

• Two Talking Points

After reading students can 
do a quick 2QQTP to use 
for discussion with a 
partner or as a start to a 
writing response. 

(M. Larson, personal communication, March 3, 2011; adapted from P. 
Connor-Greene, 2005) 



Elicit Evidence

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/math-test-grading-tips
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/math-test-grading-tips


Compass Points

What excites you 

about this idea?

What else do you need to 

know in order to evaluate 

this idea?

What is your current 

stance or opinion on this 

idea?

What worries or 

concerns you 

about this idea?

(Ritchhart, Church, & Morrison, 2011)



Twitter Inspired

• # Hash Tag Summaries

– Similar to “one sentence” summaries, students can 
create a hash tag as a formative assessment of things 
like main idea, themes, and conflicts.

• 140 Character Summaries

– Similar to other “mini” summary techniques, students 
can develop 140 character summaries which provide a 
concise explanation of a topic or concept.



Interpret Evidence

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/formative-assessment-example-math-sbac
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/formative-assessment-example-math-sbac


Two Roses and a Thorn

(Ritchhart, Church, & Morrison, 2011)

2- What are two benefits of using peer 
interpretation of student understanding?

1- What is one negative, or challenge, in 
using peer review?



Act on Evidence

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/formative-assessments-ccssmdc
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/formative-assessments-ccssmdc


Muddiest Point

• At the end of a learning activity, ask students what was the 
“Muddiest” point of this lesson.

• You can recreate a chart like the one below to help 
students to rate their understanding.

Muddiest point

Mostly clear

Crystal clear



Four Attributes 

• Clarify intended learning

• Elicit evidence

• Interpret evidence

• Act on evidence

https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2015/01/30/formative-

assessment-practices-sbac/



Teacher Expertise

1. Vision

2. Knowledge

3. Practice

4. Reflection

5. Motivation



Ticket Out the Door

On your sticky note, list examples of ALL of the formative 
assessments used in this presentation.



Thank You!

Kate Wright

 Dean of Specialized Programs

 University of Phoenix

 kate.wright@phoenix.edu
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