The Verb Tense Chart

Verb Tense

Function or "job"

Example words

Example Sentences

Tense Formula

Simple Present The simple present is e run, runs e The boys speak
e Introduced ELL I used to describe an e have, has English. @
x x x x x x gction that is occurring | e s, are ¢ Do the boys speak *
s T T in the present, at the English? singular subject +  verb  + finisher.
moment of speaking. e The boys do not speak
English.
. @
plural subject +  verb + finisher .
. @
singular subject ~+ doesnot + verb + finisher.
- @
plural subject + donot + verb +  finisher.
? Does @
Do subject + verb + finisher ?
Simple Past The simple past is used | ¢ Walked, did walk | e Juan called Suzy.
e ELLI to describe an action e Was, were e Did Juan call Suzy? * red
x l that occurred in the o Skipped, did skip | e Juan did not call Suzy. subject + verb +  finisher.
past, sometime before
Past present i the moment of O
speaking. subject + didnot +  verb +  finisher.
? Did
subject + verb +  finisher ?
Simple Future The simple future is e Will leave, is e Sally will help him
e FELLI used to refer to actions going to leave later. *
that will take place after | e Will come, is e Will Sally help him subject + will + verb +  finisher .
X the act of speaking. going to come later?
Pas Present Future e Will do, is going e Sally will not help him | o
to do later. subject + willnot + verb +  finisher .




? Will

subject + verb +  finisher ?
Present Progressive The present progressive | e Is eating, are e The girls are watching +in
(Continuous) emphasizes the on- eating a video. * g
e ELLII going nature of an act | e Is talking, are e Are the girls watching Singular subject + is + verb  + finisher .
at the time a person is talking a video? .
speaking. o [s singing, are e The girls are not * *+ing
Past Present Future singing watching a video. Plural subject + are + verb +  finisher.
0 +ing
singular subject ~+ isnot + verb +  finisher.
5 +ing
plural subject + arenot + verb +  finisher.
3 +ing
singular subject + verb +  finisher ?
7 Are +ing
plural subject + verb +  finisher ?
Past Progressive The past progressive is | ¢ Was cutting, were | e The friends were +ing
(Continuous) used to describe actions cutting reading when she *
e ELLII on-going in the past. e Was folding, were called. Singular subject + was + verb  + finisher.
These took place and folding e Were The friends ,
& I were corppleted at e Was writing, were reading when she * *ing
Sast resent Future some point well b_efore writing called? Plural subject + were +  verb +  finisher.
the time of speaking. e The friends were not
reading when she
called. o +ing
singular subject + wasnot + verb +  finisher.
5 +ing
plural subject + werenot -+ verb +  finisher.




? Was ing
singular subject + verb +

finisher ?

? Were *ing
plural subject + verb

+ finisher ?

Future Progressive

The future progressive

o Will be listening,

e Mom will be waiting

(Continuous) is used to describe are going to be (are going to be * +ing
e ELLII actions on-going in the listening waiting) for her when subject + willbe + verb + finisher.
future after the act of e Will be dancing, her plane arrives
- speaking. are going to be tonight. i
25 Present uture dancing e Will mom be waiting 0 +ing
e Will be playing, (Are you going to be plural subject ~ + willnot + verb +  finisher.
are going to be waiting) for her when
playing her plan arrives tonight?
e Mom will not be 2 Will +ing
waiting (_are not going subject + be + verb +  finisher ?
to be waiting) for her
when her plan arrives
tonight.
Present Perfect The present perfect is e Has traveled e Teresa has seen that
e ELLIII action happened at an e Have traveled show many times. * +ed
unspecified time before | o Has not traveled e Has Teresa you seen Singular subject + has + verb  + finisher .
» now. The exact time is | o Have not traveled that show many times?
A= 1 — not important. e Teresa has not seen * +ed
that show that many Plural subject + have +  verb +  finisher .
times.
- +ed
singular subject  + hasnot + verb +  finisher.
- +ed
plural subject +  havenot + verb +  finisher.

? Has +ed
singular subject +  verb

+  finisher ?

? Have +ed
plural subject + verb

+ finisher ?




Past Perfect

The past perfect

e Had looked

¢ You had studied

e ELLIV expresses the idea that | e Had seen English before you
something occurred e Had lost moved to Arizona. * +ed
before another action in e Had you studied subject + had + verb + finisher .
@ I < the past. It can also English before you d
Past Present Future show that something moved to Arizona? o +e
happ'ened. befpre a ¢ You had not studied subject + hadnot +  verb +  finisher.
specific time in the English before you
past. moved to Arizona. 9 Had +ed
subject + verb +  finisher ?
Future Perfect The future perfect e Will have learned | e I will have studied ten
expresses the idea that e Are going to have hours for the test.
something will occur to clean e lamgoing to haveto | * +ed
& before another action in study ten hours for the subject + will have + verb + finisher .
the future. It can also test.
Fast Present Future show that something o +ed
will happen before a subject + willnothave +  verb +  finisher.
specific time in the
future. 2 Will +ed
subject + have + verb +  finisher ?
Present Perfect Progressive We use the present e Has been e They have been
(Continuous) perfect continuous to exercising talking for the last .
e ELLII show that something e Have been driving hour. * +ing
started in the past and e Gustavo has been Singular subject + hasbeen + verb  + finisher.
l\\' has continued up until teaching at the high .
Past Present Future now. We can also use school since June. * +ing
the present perfect * Why has Alice not Plural subject + havebeen +  verb +  finisher .
continuous to mean been taking her
“lately” or “recently”. medicine for the last
three days? 0 +ing
singular subject ~ + hasnotbeen + verb +  finisher.
5 +ing
plural subject ~ + havenotbeen + verb +  finisher.
?7Has +ing
singular subject + been +  verb + finisher ?




+ing

? Have
plural subject + been +  verb +  finisher ?
Past Perfect Progressive We use the past perfect | e Had been studying | e They had been talking
(Continuous) continuous to show that | e Had been teaching for over an hour before .
e FEILLV something started in the | ¢ Had been speaking Rob arrived. * +ing
past and continued up e She had been working subject + hadbeen + verb + finisher .
W I until another time in the at that company for
Past Present Future | past. three years when it )
went out of business. 0 +ing
e How lon_g _had you plural subject ~ + had notbeen + verb +  finisher .
been waiting to get on
the bus?
? Had +ing
subject  + been + verb +  finisher ?
Future Perfect Progressive We use the future o Will have been e They will have been
(Continuous) perfect continuous to living talking for over an hour )
e ELLIV show that something e Is/are going to by the time Thomas * +ing
will continue up until a have been working | arrives. subject + willhavebeen +  verb + finisher .
l__ particular event or time e She is going to have
Pact Present Future | i the future. been working at that .
company for three years | +ing
when it finally closes. plural subject ~ + will nothave been +  verb +  finisher.
? Will +ing
subject ~ + have been + verb +  finisher ?
Subjunctive The subjunctive is a e The Subjunctive | e If the student had done | Subjunctive with Modal
mood. It conveys indicates that the his homework, he might
something about the event expressed by | have been able to attend
speaker attitude. the verb will begin the class party.
at a time later than
the time of
speaking.
If

subject + had +

verb phrase  +

pronoun/noun + modal

+ finisher .




Imperative The imperative is a o The Imperative is | « Come!
mood. It conveys used to issue an
something about affirmative
speaker attitude. command to one
person.
Modals Modals are used to e would e They should study after
express certain moods e could school for their test.
or conditions. e should e Sally might earn subject +  modal + action verb + finisher .
e might enough money to pay
o must for the bike.
subject + modal + not + actionverb +  finisher.

Sentence Types:

* declarative
O negative

? interrogative




