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Grammar is the key 
to unlocking the 
English language. 

It gives us the tools we need which allow us to 
understand and communicate effectively both 
orally and in writing. 

• Parts of Speech 
• Syntax 
• Verb Tenses 



Place the words on the Grammar Wall in the order shown. It represents the 
general sequence of a sentence. 
Examples: The white cat jumped quickly over the bush.  

Oh no! He landed on top of a giant black dog and scampered speedily away! 

Adjective 
-word that 
describes a 

noun 

Interjection 
word that 

expresses a 
strong 

emotion 

Conjunction 
-word used 
to connect 
words or 
phrases 
together 

Preposition 
-word that 

shows a 
relationship 

between 
words 

Adverbs 
-word that 
describes a 

verb, it 
tells how. 

Verb 
-word that 

shows 
action.  

Pronoun 
-little word 
that takes 
the place 
of a noun 

Noun  
-word that 
names a 

person, place, 
or thing 

Grammar Wall 
8 Parts of Speech 



Sources of words for Grammar Wall 

Use multiple modalities when 
introducing words: audio and 
visual media, realia, TPR, kid 
friendly definitions, and ALWAYS 
use the word in a context the 
students can relate to. 

Vocabulary Words 

Student Writing Verb Tense Study 

Students share their own writing 
during Author's Chair. Read once 
for listening enjoyment. During 
second read, audience uses white 
boards to write down any 
interesting words (or questions).  

Spelling Words Sight Words 

Part of Speech Word Hunt-students are given 3 
minutes to search the room for words of a specified 
POS (works best with adjectives, nouns, and 
prepositions). Return to team and compare words-
choose 1-2 words from each team to add to Grammar 
wall 



Grammar Wall Activities 
Charades-students pantomime a word (works 
best with verbs, adverbs, and adjectives). 
Given part of speech, the class guesses the 
word. 

Guess My Word-Teacher secretly 
chooses a word from the Grammar 
Wall. Give students clues to guess the 
word.  

Create a sentence-give students a color pattern, they choose words from the 
grammar wall to match the pattern and create a sentence. 

. little bird flew out window the The 



Prior to teaching Verb Tense Study,  
students should have knowledge of: 

• Subjects (Singular, 
Plural, compound) 

• Singular and Plural 
nouns 

• Subject Pronouns  
(I, you, he, she, it, 
we, they) 

Verbs 
Infinitive form of verb 
 (to think, to jump, 
to see) 

Who? What ? 



Spend some time making reference charts and 
ensure that students are able to identify 
subjects and actions! 



Jot Thoughts 
*Students use All Write Roundtable and sticky notes to generate ideas. 
May need to adapt for younger students, they call out their idea and 
get thumbs up from team before they can write/draw on sticky note. 



Verb Tense St udy 
Description 
Students learn the form, meaning and use of different verb tenses 
through direct teaching of a particular tense by the teacher.  
These lessons usually unfold over several days, and are 
presented through the use of teacher-made charts that clearly 
explain the tense, show how it is used, and explore how it serves 
to convey meaning. The use of graphic organizers, different color 
text and pictures help to support students. 
 
 
Purpose 
Of all the language skills, verb tense variety and control are 
usually lacking in most English learners’ language skills inventory.  
This strategy has as its purpose to explicitly teach verb tenses in a 
particular order and with a specific plan. 



Objective: I can write complete sentences 
in the simple present verb tense 

Why? We use the simple present to show actions that happen in the present. 

Formula & Examples 

Declarative:    Subject + verb + s + ros. 
                      Example:      The ballerina dances gracefully.  
                 
                

Singular = 1 

Plural = 
More than 1 

Declarative:    Subjects + verb + ros. 
                      Example:      The ballerinas dance gracefully.  
                 
                

Parts of Speech: 
nouns, pronouns 
verbs 

Step 1-Preview Chart 
 
This chart is completed by the teacher prior to the lesson. It serves as a five-minute 
introduction of the tense to the students. It is posted for students to view as the 
teacher introduces the tense and for later reference.  



1. ________________________________________ 
2. ________________________________________ 
3. ________________________________________ 
4. ________________________________________ 
5. ________________________________________ 

5.
 S

en
te

nc
es

 
Subjects Verbs 

Steps 2-5 
Collaborative Chart 

Choose an appropriate 
picture 

Generate 3-5 verbs 
Students discuss with 

partners and share 
out.  2. Picture 

Generate 3-5 subjects 
Students discuss with 

partners and share out.  

 
 Review formula  
 Orally brainstorm (pair-share, small group, 
whole group)  
 Students rehearse (orally or written), then 
teacher has students read sentence as teacher 
records on the chart  
 Teacher thinks-aloud analysis of each sentence 
one at a time  
 Class directs teacher to code each sentence 
according to the formula  



Noun and verb cards 

Partners are given cards and 
generate sentences together using 
the correct verb tense. 
   * Can also be done independently 
or at a learning station 

I use flashcards that I found at www.kids-pages.com, they have 
cards for nouns, verbs, places, adjectives, ...literally thousands!!  I 
like to use these cards because they have a picture AND the word 
written on the bottom, gives kids that extra spelling support. I also 
printed mine out on the correct grammar color cardstock-orange 
nouns, blue verbs, and green prepositions for the places, etc. 

Mix Pair Share 

http://www.kids-pages.com/flashcards.htm


Teams: 
1-subject 
2-verb 
3-subject 
4-where or when 

Generate a sentence as a team with 
each member generating the 
identified part of the sentence 

*change up the jobs to focus 
on learning targets and to add 
variety  
(Ex: remove one subject and 
add an adjective or other part 
of speech??) 

Team Sentence Building 

Teams orally share their 
sentence, adding any missing 
words (articles, conjunctions, 
etc.) 

"The dog and the cat play 

in the 
backyard.
" 



Use Kagan-Stir The Class 
Structure to mix words and 
generate new sentences 

*After the team has generated a sentence, call out 
a number (1-4) and ask that member of each team 
to go to a new table. New team now generates a 
new sentence with their new teammate. Repeat as 
often as desired. 



Team, Partner, Solo Sentences 
Team--generate 1-2 sentences with team or whole class (VTS 
lesson) 

Partner--students generate 1-2 sentences with a partner for support 

Solo--students generate a sentence independently 



Hum an Sent ences 
Synt a x Surg ery w it h a  "hum a n" t w ist  

Mix and match to find the others who have 
the same color card as you-this is your team! 

You and your team assemble yourselves to create 
a complete sentence with correct syntax 

Practice reading your sentence as a team-
each person reads their own card 



Hum an Sent ences 
Ext ension A ct ivit y 

Turn your card over and write a new word or 
phrase that is the same part of speech. 

Team reads the new sentence, rearranging if 
necessary, to ensure that it is a complete 
sentence with correct syntax. 



Mix around the room to the music 

Trade cards with everyone you 
meet, then keep moving 

 
M i x  a n d  P a s s  

When the music stops, check to make sure 
you do NOT have the same color card that 
you did previously--If you do, Please raise 
your hand so we can trade cards 



Hum an Sent ences 
R epea t  st eps t o crea t e a  new  sent ence! 

Mix and match to find the others who 
have the same color card as you-this is 
your team! 

You and your team assemble yourselves to 
create a complete sentence with correct 
syntax 

Practice reading your sentence as a 
team-each person reads their own 
card 



Thanks for coming! 

Please don't hesitate to contact me if  you have any questions. 
Jennifer Glueck 

Madison Camelview School 
jglueck@madisoned.org 
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