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 Learn practical and effective 
strategies to facilitate academic 
discourse. 

 
 Understand ways to scaffold 

strategies so all students have 
access to scientific discourse. 

 





 Find your Academic Interaction Buddy and 
introduce yourself. 

 
 
 Tell your partner your favorite movie. 
 
 
 As a pair, decide on the three scariest movies 

of all time. 



What type of interaction occurs between students? 
 

 Output: When one shares his or her ideas, 
claim, and/or perspective  
 

 Interaction: When one shares ideas and listens 
to others to shape their position. 
 



Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines it as:  

the use of words to exchange  
thoughts and ideas 



With your Scientific Discourse Buddy, discuss 
the following prompt: 

 

“the central activity of scientists is 
argumentation in communities of practice 
for the purpose of persuading colleagues of 

the validity of one’s own ideas and  
the ideas of others” 

    
   Bazerman, C. (1988) 



Structured English 
Immersion 
(SEI Classroom) 

Individual Language  
Learner Plan 

(Mainstream Classroom with ILLPs) 

or 

Which of these models do you identify with? 



Time Allocations  
for All Grades and All Proficiency Levels  

 English Language Proficiency (ELP) 
Standards drive the instruction for 
each discrete area. 

 Document the ELP Standard(s)/ 
Performance Indicator(s) for each 
discrete area. 

 Instruction must match the ELP 
Standard and Performance Indicator. 

Structured English 
Immersion 
(SEI Classroom) 



Time Allocations  
for All Grades and All Proficiency Levels  

Individual Language  
Learner Plan 

(Mainstream Classroom with ILLPs) 

 Teachers strategically identify the ELP 

Standard(s) and Performance Indicators 

that will be used for differentiated 

instruction of ELLs in the mainstream 

classroom. 



1. Comprehension of Oral Communications 
2. Delivery of Oral Communications 

1. Print Concepts 
2. Phonemic Awareness/Decoding 
3. Fluency  
4. Comprehending Text 

1. Standard English Conventions 
2. Writing Applications 
3. Writing Process  
4. Writing Elements  
5. Research 

1. Standard English Conventions 
2. Vocabulary 



 Pro-Con Pairs 

 Scientific Probes 

 Card Sorts (Probes) 

 Think It/ Ink It/ Speak It 

 Concept map card game 

 Video prompts 



 Find your Pro-Con Pair Partner 

 Decide which person will be A and which 
person will be B 

 Partner A will be the speaker and Partner B 
will be the listener 

 
TOPIC: Camping 

 Listening and Speaking, Standard 2: Participating in social 
conversations with familiar and unfamiliar people; sharing personal 
information, experiences, opinions, abilities, and needs using 
complete sentences. 



St
ag

e 
I I-LS-1:HI-6: responding to comments and questions in social conversations by 

asking questions, sharing one’s experiences, and expressing one’s thoughts.  

I-LS-2:HI-7: initiating conversations and responding to social interactions using 
complete sentences.  

St
ag

e 
II 

II-LS-2:HI-6: asking and responding to social questions using complete 
sentences. 

St
ag

e 
III

 III-LS-2:B-4: participating in social conversations with familiar and unfamiliar 
people; sharing personal information, experiences, opinions, abilities, and 
needs using complete sentences.  

III-LS-2:HI-4: participating in socio-functional communication tasks using 
complete sentences.  

St
ag

e 
IV

 IV-LS-1:HI-8: offering and justifying opinions and ideas in response to 
questions and statements in academic discourse.  

IV-LS-2:HI-4: participating in formal and informal conversation tasks using 
complete sentences.  

St
ag

e 
V 

IV-LS-1:HI-6: responding to social conversations by rephrasing/ repeating 
information, asking questions, offering advice, sharing one’s experiences, and 
expressing one’s thoughts.  

IV-LS-2:HI-4: participating in formal and informal socio-functional 
communication tasks using complete sentences.  



 What are the positives of this strategies? 

 What are the possible concerns for this 
strategies? 

 How does this strategy work for ELL 
students? 

Listening and Speaking, Standard 2: Participating in social 
conversations with familiar and unfamiliar people; sharing personal 
information, experiences, opinions, abilities, and needs using 
complete sentences. 



Listening and Speaking, Standard 1: responding to social conversations by 
rephrasing and repeating information, asking questions, offering advice, 

sharing one’s experiences, and expressing one’s thoughts 



St
ag

e 
I I-LS-1:HI-6: responding to comments and questions in social conversations 

by asking questions, sharing one’s experiences, and expressing one’s 
thoughts.  

St
ag

e 
II 

II-LS-1:HI-7: responding to academic discussions by sharing one’s view on 
facts, ideas, and/or events using academic vocabulary.  

St
ag

e 
III

 

III-LS-1:HI-8: responding to social conversations by rephrasing and repeating 
information, asking questions, offering advice, sharing one’s experiences, 
and expressing one’s thoughts.  

St
ag

e 
IV

 IV-LS-1:HI-9: making inferences and drawing conclusions using evidence 
from content area presentations and discussions.   

IV-LS-2:HI-4: participating in formal and informal conversation tasks using 
complete sentences.  

St
ag

e 
V IV-LS-1:HI-7: offering and justifying opinions and ideas in response to 

questions and statements in academic discourse.  

IV-LS-2:HI-4: participating in formal and informal socio-functional 
communication tasks using complete sentences.  



Is it Made of Parts? Card Sort 
Listening and Speaking, Standard 1: responding to academic discussions 
 by sharing facts, ideas, or events using academic vocabulary.  
Vocabulary, Standard 2: Classifying words into conceptual categories and 
 providing rationale for classification.  



Listening and Speaking, Standard 1: responding to academic discussions 
 by sharing facts, ideas, or events using academic vocabulary.  
Vocabulary, Standard 2: Classifying words into conceptual categories and 
 providing rationale for classification.  

Is It Made Of Cells? Card Sort 



St
ag

e 
I I-LS-1:HI-6: responding to comments and questions in social conversations by 

asking questions, sharing one’s experiences, and expressing one’s thoughts.  

I-L-2:HI-1: naming and sorting common objects and pictures into self-selected 
categories and providing rationale.  

St
ag

e 
II II-LS-1:HI-7: responding to academic discussions by sharing one’s view on 

facts, ideas, and/or events using academic vocabulary.  

II-L-2:HI-1: classifying words into conceptual categories and providing 
rationale.  

St
ag

e 
III

 III-LS-1:HI-6: responding to comprehension questions by demonstrating 
relationships among facts, ideas or events and extending the information to 
other relevant contexts using appropriate academic vocabulary.  

III-L-2:HI-1: classifying words into conceptual categories and providing 
rationale for classification.  

St
ag

e 
IV

 IV-LS-1:HI-8: offering and justifying opinions and ideas in response to 
questions and statements in academic discourse.  

IV-L-2:HI-1: reading and classifying words into conceptual categories and 
providing rationale for classification.  

St
ag

e 
V 

IV-LS-1:HI-6: responding to social conversations by rephrasing/ repeating 
information, asking questions, offering advice, sharing one’s experiences, and 
expressing one’s thoughts.  

III-L-2:HI-1: reading and classifying words into conceptual categories and 
providing rationale for classification.  



 What are the positives of this strategies? 

 What are the possible concerns for this 
strategies? 

 How does this strategy work for ELL 
students? 

 

Listening and Speaking, Standard 1: responding to academic discussions 
 by sharing facts, ideas, or events using academic vocabulary.  
Vocabulary, Standard 2: Classifying words into conceptual categories and 
 providing rationale for classification.  



 Think about how you felt with having time 
to answer the probe for yourself, write your 
answer for the probe and having time to 
discuss your answers. 

 Discuss the benefits of this strategy. 



Using the green cards on the table, lay out the 
words and using the smaller pink cards as 
connecting words,  create a concept map 

about “What Lights up the Moon? 
 

Listening and Speaking, Standard 1: responding to academic discussions 
 by sharing facts, ideas, or events using academic vocabulary.  
Vocabulary, Standard 2: Classifying words into conceptual categories and 
 providing rationale for classification.  



St
ag

e 
I I-LS-1:HI-6: responding to comments and questions in social conversations by 

asking questions, sharing one’s experiences, and expressing one’s thoughts.  

I-L-2:HI-1: naming and sorting common objects and pictures into self-selected 
categories and providing rationale.  

St
ag

e 
II II-LS-1:HI-7: responding to academic discussions by sharing one’s view on 

facts, ideas, and/or events using academic vocabulary.  

II-L-2:HI-1: classifying words into conceptual categories and providing 
rationale.  

St
ag

e 
III

 III-LS-1:HI-6: responding to comprehension questions by demonstrating 
relationships among facts, ideas or events and extending the information to 
other relevant contexts using appropriate academic vocabulary.  

III-L-2:HI-1: classifying words into conceptual categories and providing 
rationale for classification.  

St
ag

e 
IV

 IV-LS-1:HI-8: offering and justifying opinions and ideas in response to 
questions and statements in academic discourse.  

IV-L-2:HI-1: reading and classifying words into conceptual categories and 
providing rationale for classification.  

St
ag

e 
V 

IV-LS-1:HI-6: responding to social conversations by rephrasing/ repeating 
information, asking questions, offering advice, sharing one’s experiences, and 
expressing one’s thoughts.  

III-L-2:HI-1: reading and classifying words into conceptual categories and 
providing rationale for classification.  



 North American Wood Frogs 

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Wood+Frog+Hibernation&Form=VQFRVP#view=detail&mid=19407056AEA
35D2F62C419407056AEA35D2F62C4  

 Based on the information in this video, 
how do you think humans could benefit 
from undergoing a process like this? 

Listening and Speaking, Standard 1: responding to academic discussions 
 by sharing facts, ideas, or events using academic vocabulary.  

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Wood+Frog+Hibernation&Form=VQFRVP#view=detail&mid=19407056AEA35D2F62C419407056AEA35D2F62C4
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Wood+Frog+Hibernation&Form=VQFRVP#view=detail&mid=19407056AEA35D2F62C419407056AEA35D2F62C4


St
ag

e 
I 

I-LS-1:HI-6: responding to comments and questions in social conversations by 
asking questions, sharing one’s experiences, and expressing one’s thoughts.  

St
ag

e 
II 

II-LS-1:HI-7: responding to academic discussions by sharing one’s view on 
facts, ideas, and/or events using academic vocabulary.  

St
ag

e 
III

 

III-LS-1:HI-6: responding to comprehension questions by demonstrating 
relationships among facts, ideas or events and extending the information to 
other relevant contexts using appropriate academic vocabulary.  

St
ag

e 
IV

 

IV-LS-1:HI-8: offering and justifying opinions and ideas in response to 
questions and statements in academic discourse.  

St
ag

e 
V IV-LS-1:HI-6: responding to social conversations by rephrasing/ repeating 

information, asking questions, offering advice, sharing one’s experiences, and 
expressing one’s thoughts.  



How does this image 
represent the work 
we have done here 
today? 
 

Discuss this idea 
with your  

Card Sort partner. 
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