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AGENDA 
I. Welcome and purpose   

 
 
 

II. What is writing? 
 
1.   

  
2.  

 
 

 
III. How does language directly support grade-level academic writing? 

 
 
 
 

IV. How can I Push!  teachers and students to structure and produce grade-level academic writing? 
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Description:  We all have a good side that we try to accentuate when possible and a side 
that we hope no one notices. Many districts have succeeded in improving reading test 
scores while writing scores have plummeted. In this fast-paced session we will expose the 
dirty secrets that are keeping students from writing academically. Participants will leave 
understanding how to push students to write at their reading level.  

Outcomes:  Participants in this session will:  

1. Apply a simple cognitive-linguistic theory, based on brain research, to immediately improve a 
student’s capacity to write academically.  

 
2. Apply three analysis tools that administrators and instructional coaches can use in real time to 

determine how to get teachers to Push!  their students to write academically.   
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   ______     ______ 
 
 
 
___ 
 
 
 
___ 
 
 
 
 

1. Writing is _______________________________.  
 

2. Writing is not ____________________________.  
 

3. Language is _____________________________. 
 

4. Language is not ___________________________. 
 

5. Writing applies the brain’s ____________________________.  
 

6. _____________________________ are not writing. 
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Non-Academic Language Structures Academic Language Structures 

 
Science: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Studies: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mathematics: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Language Arts: 
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Analysis Tool One: __________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Analysis Tool Two: __________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Analysis Tool Three: __________________________________ 
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