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A Quick Reminder 

 
 

To the Classroom  
 

Description:  This session will cover 25 ways to spice up your conversational English teaching 
repertoire.  We will focus on advanced elements of phonology and prosody as they apply to 
English learners who can seem to be already “fluent”.   
 

Outcomes:  Participants in this session will:  
 

1. Understand the term “prosody” and how it opens up new areas for conversational English 
teaching  

2. Learn 25 ways to enhance conversational English teaching  
3. Learn how seemingly fluent English learners strategically hide their conversational language issues  
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Perking up Conversational English Teaching 

 
Try these variations with your advanced students to add new life and interest to your methods mix… 
 
LISTENING PRACTICE   

 
1. Minimal Pairs:  Extension > Which word is different?  

Directions:  You will hear three words.  Indicate with your finger which word is different from the other two.   
Then we will say them together.   
 
 Example:  fish, fish, fishy (third word is different)  
 
1.  fin   thin   fin  
2.  death      death     deaf   
3.  rung     lung     rung   
4.  sail      sail     sail  
5.  mass    math     mass  
 

2. Minimal Pairs:  Extension> Spell the words  
Directions:  You will hear two words spelled.  You need to listen to determine if they are the same word or 
different.  
 
 Examples:  word 1:  different     word 2: difficult  
         
 
 

3. Minimal Pairs: Extension>Get Stressed  
Directions:  Students will hear a word and have to decide if it is in its noun form or its verb form.  They do this by 
listening to the accented part of the word.     
 
      Noun           Verb    Noun   Verb  
1. record  record   10.  export  export 
2.  object  object   11. progress progress 
3.  permit  permit   12. reject  reject 
4.  suspect  suspect   13. address  address  
5.  import  import   14. conflict  conflict 
6.  rebel  rebel    15. convert  convert 
7.  present  present   16. check out  checkout 
8.  conflict  conflict   17. cut back  cutback 
9.  insult  insult    18. contrast  contrast 
 

4. Push!  Form partners.  Write one of the words above on the board.  First partner says the word in one of 
its forms.  The other identifies if it is a noun or verb and then says the other part of speech.  They form a 
simple sentence using both words.  

 
 Example:  The record was recorded yesterday.   
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5. Count the Words: Extension> Find the Word  
Directions: “I will read a sentence.  You need to count the number of words, and then be ready to show 
which word I emphasized with my voice.”  

 
Example:  Are you eating that for lunch? (six words, fourth word emphasized) 
       
1.  Do you think food in this country is expensive?  
2.  Not really.  
3.  Well, I think it’s expensive.  
 
 

6. Count the Words: Extension> Listening for Grammar 
Directions:  Teacher reads a sentence that has a noticeable word emphasis.  Students must identify the part of the 
speech that is being emphasized.  
 
 Example:  Math is a difficult school subject. (adjective) 
  

1. We’ll be arriving tomorrow.  
2. You look great! 
3. She lives in Toronto now.  
4. Is the baby talking yet? 

 
 

7. Listening for Tenses  
Directions:  Teacher reads a sentence to students.  Students determine which tense it is in.   

 Example:  We want to buy a car. (present)  
        We wanted to buy a car. (simple past)  
        Doctors will treat sick people. (future)  
       Doctors have been treating sick people. (past perfect prog.)  
 
 
8. Dictation:  Count the Syllables  

Directions:  Teacher reads a sentence.  Students count the number of syllables in each word and wrote the number 
on their paper.  Final product:  2-4-4-3-4  
 
 Example:  He works for the electric company.  (total = 10) 

 
 

9. Silent Syllables Count 
Directions:  Teacher or student points to five items in the room as quickly as possible.  Other students write on 
their paper the number of syllables in each word.  
 
 

10. Oral Error Detection 
Directions:  Teacher reads a sentence.  It may or may not have a grammar error in it. Students write Yes on their 
paper if it is grammatically correct; No if it isn’t.  
 
 Example:  We wanted for to help him with the homework. 
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PRODUCTION PRACTICE   
 
The Five Voices of Phonology… (use for Alphabet Practice, Numbers, Repeat After Me) 
11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15.  

 
 

16.    Repeat After Me >Extension  
Directions:  Once the sentence is established by the group, select a student randomly to tell you the first word.  
Point to another student who says the second word, a third student to say the third word, and so on.  Another 
variation is call on students to say words out of order, for example, “What is the fifth word?”  
 
 

17.    Repeat After Me: Extension> use words with similar beginnings, middles or endings; consider 
alliteration  

  
The science investigation involved experimentation, examination and contamination.  
 
His performance positively propelled most proprietors to protest profoundly.    
 
 

18.    Repeat After Me: Extension> emotion cards 
Directions:  Students must repeat the sentence using the prosody associated with a particular emotion as dictated by 
selection of an “emotion card”.  
 
 
     19.   Spell-Aloud  
Directions:  Teacher says a word.  In unison, students say, “How do you spell the word _____?  Then, students say, 
“The word _______ is spelled _ _ _ _ _ .”  
 
Example:  Teacher:  scientific  
       Students:  How do you spell the word scientific? 
       Students:  The word scientific is spelled S-C-I-E-N-T-I-F-I-C.  
 
 
   20.   Dictation: Extension>start with one word, then say two words, then say three, etc.  Students write on their 
paper.   

Example:  A  
        A variety  
  A variety of  
   A variety of nocturnal  
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21. Dictation: Extension> Two-person relay. 
Directions:  Write the same complex number/letter/symbol combination on four separate pieces of paper. 
Tape each to one of the walls in your room.  Form students in pairs.  The goal is for the pair to successfully 
transfer the “secret code” you wrote to the paper at their desk.  They must take turns going to the paper, 
and can only relay information to their partner orally.  
 

 
22. Repeat After Me: Extension > Four-person relay  

Directions:  Form three-person teams.  One team member from each team meets in the center of the room 
and receives the “repeat after me sentence”.  The other team members stand together somewhere in the 
room.  Each team sends one member to the center, who listens to their team member read the sentence.  
They then have to return to their group and get the whole group to say the sentence correctly.  The next 
member of the team then goes back to the member in the center, and so on.  
 
 
INTERACTION AND ENERGY!  
23.  
 
 
24.  
 
 
25.   
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