
Arizona’s Rubric for 
Instructional K-2 Units for 
ELLs 

OELAS Conference, December, 2013 



Goals 
Today we will: 
1. provide background and purpose for Arizona’s 

Rubric for Instructional K-2 Units for ELLs and 
the EQuIP Rubric. 

2. discuss the process of creating units to be 
evaluated by an SEI Rubric. 

3. consider next steps in professional 
development. 
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Why Create an SEI Rubric? 
• In 2012 K-12 Academic Standards 

began training on the EQuIP Rubric.  
• This tool is intended to evaluate 

instructional lessons and units in 
order to provide quality 
instructional materials to meet the 
requirements of the Common Core. 

• In 2013, The Office of English 
Language Acquisition (OELAS) 
revised the EQuIP Rubric in order 
to meet the needs of an SEI 
classroom setting. 



Arizona’s Rubric for Instructional 
 K-2 Units for ELLs 
• Created by a team of Arizona ELL K-2 teachers 
• Developed to be similar to the EQuIP Rubric 
• Designed to evaluate quality units 
• Supports ELL teachers in making the 

Instructional Shifts 
• Promotes collaboration with mainstream 

colleagues 
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Educators Evaluating Quality 
Instructional Products) 

 
Arizona Department of Education 

The EQuIP rubric is derived from the Tri-State Rubric and the collaborative development 
process led by Massachusetts, New York, and Rhode Island and facilitated by Achieve.  
This version of the EQuIP rubric is current as of 02-25-13 

Tri-State Quality Review Rubric & Process 
 

EQuIP 
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“EQuIP builds on a collaborative effort of 
education leaders from Massachusetts, 
New York and Rhode Island that Achieve 
facilitated. The outcome of that effort was 
the development of the “Tri-State 
Rubrics” and a quality review process 
designed to determine the quality and 
alignment of instructional lessons and 
units to the CCSS.” 

EQuIP  
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Who is Involved?  
Over twenty states have participated in cross-
state EQuIP convenings since the initiative 
launched in the spring of 2012 including 
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode Island, Tennessee, 
Washington and Wisconsin. A number of other 
states and districts are utilizing the rubrics, even 
though they are not formally part of the 
collaborative. 
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Lessons vs. Units 
• A curriculum is organized to reflect mission (e.g., critical 

thinking) and program goals (e.g., scientific inquiry). 
• These long-term goals are framed by subjects (e.g., science) 

and courses (e.g., biology). 
• Courses are composed of units (e.g., the cell). 
• Units are composed of lessons (e.g., plant cells). 
• Lessons are composed of events (e.g., viewing a plant cell 

through a microscope). 
• Activities are composed of step-by-step actions and 

directions (e.g., procedures for focusing the scope and 
recording observations) 
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EQuIP Designed to Evaluate 
• Lessons that include instructional activities and 

assessments aligned to the AZCCRS that may 
extend over a few class periods or days 

• Units that include integrated and focused lessons 
aligned to the AZCCRS that extend over a longer 
period of time 

*The rubric is NOT designed to evaluate a single task 
or activity 
• The rubrics do not require a specific template for 

lesson or unit design 



Tri-State Quality Review Rubric & Process  EQuIP 
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Criteria that define the rubric are organized to describe quality in four dimensions. 

O
ffi

ce
 o

f E
ng

lis
h 

La
ng

ua
ge

 A
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

S
er

vi
ce

s 
A

riz
on

a 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f E

du
ca

tio
n 



Arizona’s Rubric for Instructional K-2 Units for ELLs 
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Criteria that define the rubric are organized to describe quality in four dimensions. 



ELL Rubric Dimensions 
Table Discovery: 
• Number off 1-4 
• Read the Dimension 

that is associated 
with your number 

• Report the key details 
of your Dimension to 
your table colleagues 
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Dimension #1: Alignment 
to ELP Standards. 
 
Dimension #2: Key Areas 
of Focus of English 
Language Development 
 
Dimension #3: 
Differentiation and 
Engagement 
 
Dimension #4: Assessment 



Differences Between EQuIP Rubric 
and ELL Rubric 

EQuIP ELL Rubric 
Arizona College and Career 
Ready Standards (AZCCRS) 

English Language Proficiency 
Standards 

Content Objectives  Language Objectives 
Designed for mainstream 
students with instructional 
supports for ELLs 

Designed for ELLs within 
multiple classroom settings 

Designed for teachers 3-12 Designed for teachers K-2 
Stronger Emphasis on 
Universal Design for Learning 13 
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Similarities Between EQuIP Rubric 
and ELL Rubric 

EQuIP/ELL Rubric 
Align to Standards 
Integrate Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening 
Address Instructional Shifts 
Include Instructional Supports 
Require Assessments 
Evaluate Instructional Units 
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Build A Language Foundation 

Speech sounds-how produced PHONETICS  

How sounds go together in words PHONOLOGY 

Meaningful word parts: in-flat(e)-ed MORPHOLOGY 

Meanings of words, phrases, 
idioms SEMANTICS 

How words are ordered in 
sentences 

SYNTAX 

PARAGRAPH AND 
 TEXT STRUCTURE 

Organization of 
sentences in text 
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ELL Lessons vs. Units 
• SEI Model is composed of four 60 minute time blocks: 

Reading, Writing, Grammar, Oral English Conversation/Vocab. 
• Units are composed of lessons from each of the four time 

blocks on a similar topic or theme (e.g., U.S. Presidents, 
Holidays). 

• Lessons are created individually for each of the four time 
blocks and consist of events (e.g., Reading: Close Reading of a 
book on George Washington). 

• Activities are composed of step-by-step actions and 
directions (e.g., Writing: Write an Expository Essay explaining 
how to set the table for Thanksgiving dinner). 

As you can see, the structure of the SEI Model requires a unique 
format of lessons and units. 
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ELL Rubric Designed to Evaluate 
• Lessons that include instructional activities and 

assessments aligned to the ELPS that may extend 
over a few class periods or days 

• Units that include integrated and focused lessons 
aligned to the ELPS, are connected to content, and 
may extend over a longer period of time 

*The rubric is NOT designed to evaluate a single task 
or activity 
• The rubrics do not require a specific template for 

lesson or unit design 



Creating ELL Lessons and 
Units with Content in Mind  
• Choosing a Content Area: For this reference 

state standards at the chosen grade level, then 
develop lessons that deliver content knowledge 
but ARE TRULY driven by language standards.  
 

• Finding Resources: Many great websites and 
language instruction books available. Remember 
to keep the focus on the language and 
vocabulary of the content. 
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Creating ELL Lessons and 
Units with Content in Mind  
• Problems and Solutions in 

Planning: The biggest problem is 
time. ELD teachers need time to 
plan and collaborate with other 
ELD teachers as well as content 
and general education teachers. 
This is the key to making sure that 
all teachers are serving ELL 
students and that ELL students are 
getting the important content that 
general education students are 
receiving.  19 
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Creating ELL Lessons and 
Units with Content in Mind  

• Balancing it All: It is imperative 
that teachers understand the 
critical phonics, phonology, 
morphology, semantics, syntax, 
and paragraph and text 
structure elements that will help 
students build their second 
language skill and allow them to 
achieve in their other content 
areas as their language 
proficiency increases.  

20 
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Kindergarten Unit - Butterfly Life Cycle 

Day 6 Activity: 
Introduce vocabulary words: Can you 
Picture It!   
 
Day 7 Activity:  
Sequencing life cycle of The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar 
Sequencing Life Cycle Art Activity and 
discuss cycle with team.  
  
Day 8 Activity:  
Sequencing Life Cycle of Monarch 
Butterfly 
Discuss sequencing with partner 
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Vocabulary/Oral Communication: 
I-L-2: HI-6: determining word meaning within context.  
I-L-2:HI-2: identifying the meaning of and using sight words. 
I-LS-2:HI-9: naming and describing objects, people, and events. 
I-LS-1: HI-4: sequencing events from read alouds, presentations, conversations 

Day 9 Activity: 
Rainbow write vocabulary words. 
Hand finger paint a caterpillar; discus 
drawing with partner.   
  
Day 10 Activity: 
Write and stamp vocabulary and HFW 
With elbow partner, write a complete 
sentence and illustrate vocabulary 
words.  
 
Day 11 Activity: 
Feed the Caterpillar! Use word cards 
from unit books.  (Dolch, CVC, Shapes) 
and feed even more things to the 
caterpillar. 
 
 



Kindergarten Unit - Butterfly Life Cycle 

Day 6 Activity: 
Create anchor chart on selecting articles 
(a, an, the) singular and plural nouns.  
Read The Very Hungry Caterpillar and 
point out (a, an, the) singular and plural 
nouns words in the story.  
  
Day 7 Activity: 
Sort human food groups with pictures 
and discuss how to use (a, an, the) with 
singular/plural nouns. 
 
Day 8 Activity:  
Categorize what the “Hungry 
Caterpillar” ate and use (a, an, the) 
singular and plural nouns when 
discussing.  
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Grammar: 
I-L-1-(N): HI-1: selecting articles (e.g., a, an, the) for singular and plural nouns. 
I-L-1-(N): LI-2: sorting common and singular and plural nouns  

Day 9 Activity: 
Students write using (a, an, the) singular 
and plural nouns of which caterpillar 
eats the right kind of food for it to grow 
into a healthy butterfly. 
  
Day 10 Activity: 
Compare all three anchor charts and 
discuss when and how to use (a, an, 
the) singular and plural when 
comparing.  
  
Day 11 Activity:  
Assessment:  Have students illustrate 
and write how you use a, an, the in a 
singular and plural nouns using the fruit 
from the stories.  
 
 



Kindergarten Unit - Butterfly Life Cycle 

Day 6 Activity: 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar, picture 
walk.  
KWL Chart 
Poem: Insect Body Parts   
  
Day 7 Activity:  
The Monarch Butterfly, picture walk  
KWL Chart 
  
Day 8 Activity: 
Read They Very Hungry Caterpillar 
Review KWL 
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Reading: 
I-R-3:HI-3: Using key words, phrases, and complete sentences to answer open-ended 
comprehension questions when responding to text. 
I-R-3:HI-5: Identifying  facts from text read aloud.  
I-R-3:HI-6-10 :( story elements) 

Day 9 Activity: 
Read The Monarch Butterfly 
Review KWL  
  
Day 10 Activity:  
Compare both KWL Charts 
Share Out: have students discuss the 
similarities and differences between 
fiction and non-fiction books. 
  
Day 11 Activity: 
Re-read books. 
Review KWL Charts Comparison 
Assessment  
 
 



Kindergarten Unit - Butterfly Life Cycle 

Day 6 Activity:  
Compare the Week!  
Discuss with elbow partner   
  
Day 7 Activity: 
Wings to Fly! 
Knee partner - discuss answers.  
  
Day 8 Activity: 
Sum it Up!  
Share out with team 
 
Day 9 Activity: 
Character Portraits: Who where the 
characters in each story? 
Spot the Problem and Solution sheet 
Whole Group Discussion 
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Writing: 
I-W-1:HI-2: writing expository responses using simple sentences that include sight words… 
I-W-1:HI-5: responding to literary selections by writing simple sentences. 
I-W-2:HI-9: using prompt, write simple declarative sentences with subject verb agreement.  

Day 10 Activity:  
Setting the Scene 
Students discuss their answers with a 
buddy.  
  
Day 11 Activity:  
Assessment: Have students answer the 
following question in the Writing 
Journals. 
  
“Which Caterpillar Eats the right kind of 
food for it to grow into a healthy 
butterfly?”  
 
*Students should be able to write a 
simple sentence using, (a, an , the) 
using singular or plural.  
 
 



Second Grade Unit - Penguins 

Activity: Text Re-tell 
Description: Teacher assists 
students to re-tell a story or 
process by slowing the language 
construction process and 
assisting students to use more 
complex sentence structures, 
vocabulary and verb tenses. 
 
Purpose: This strategy asks 
students to reconstruct a story 
into their own words.  
 
Materials:  A story with a clear, 
identifiable plot line, or a series 
of sequenced picture cards, chart 
paper and markers. 
  25 
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Reading: 
II-R-4: HI-4: asking questions to clarify text 
II-R-4: HI-5: sequencing a story or event with a beginning, middle and end with transition 
words/ phrases in complete sentences. 

Procedure:  
Step One: Read a story to 
students’ choose one from the list 
connected to “Living or Nonliving 
Things.”  Use sequenced pictures 
of some concept or activity. 
Explain to students that they are 
going to re-tell the story or 
process and that you will help 
them express what they want to 
say. 
 
Step Two: Teacher solicits from 
students the pieces of the story 
or process.  Teacher helps 
students to modify their language 
to produce the writing.  Teacher 
acts as the “pen” and “mediator,” 
assisting students with transition 
words, academic word choice and 
cohesiveness through clear 
questions and hints. 



Second Grade Unit - Penguins 

Activity: Vertical Sentences 
Description: Students and the 
teacher collaboratively generate 
synonyms for words within a 
given sentence.  Once synonyms 
are generated, those that work 
within the context of the 
sentence are used to form new 
syntactic variations of the 
sentence.  
 
Purpose: Helps ELL students to 
consider using synonyms 
(academic vocabulary) and 
consider syntactic implications of 
word choice. 
 
Materials: Colored markers, half 
sheets of large chart paper. 
  

26 

O
ffi

ce
 o

f E
ng

lis
h 

La
ng

ua
ge

 A
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

S
er

vi
ce

s 
A

riz
on

a 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f E

du
ca

tio
n 

Grammar:  
II-L-1: Q B-7: completing interrogative sentence frames beginning with “What 
II-L-1: Q B-8: completing interrogative sentence frames beginning with “Where.” 
II-L-1: Q B-11: completing interrogative sentence frames beginning with “Why.” 
II-L-1: Q B-12: completing interrogative sentence frames beginning with “How.” 

Procedure: 
Teacher selects a sentence that 
features syntactic and vocabulary 
features that are appropriate to 
the students’ English language 
level.  These sentences can be 
made up, come from other ELD 
strategies, or taken from a variety 
of text sources. 
 
Example:    Penguins swim in very 
cold waters and waddle when they 
walk. 
  
Teacher writes the sentence on a 
half-sheet of chart paper, leaving a 
large space between the lines of 
text. 



Second Grade Unit - Penguins 

Activity: Grammar to Writing 
Description: Students have learned 
the form, meaning and use of 
different verb tenses through a Verb 
Tense Study. Now students will apply 
this knowledge when writing 
declarative sentences. 
 
Purpose: Of all the language skills, 
verb tense variety and control are 
usually lacking in most English 
learners’ language skills inventory.  
 
Materials: Chart/butcher paper, 
different color markers, color 
pictures measuring about 5 x 7. 
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Writing:  
II-W-2: HI-8: using various subjects (common nouns, singular and plural proper nouns, 
pronouns, possessive nouns) in sentences using a variety of writing applications. 
II-W-2: HI-10: Using subject-verb agreement in sentences in a variety of writing applications 
II-W-2: HI-12: Using declarative sentences (S-V, S-V-C, S-V-O) in a variety of writing applications 

Procedure: 
Step 1: Review and use the Verb 
Tense Study Preview Chart 
 
Step 2: Use pictures of penguins to 
determine subjects and verbs begin 
with declarative form.  Select 3 
penguin pictures or prints from text.   
Have students generate subjects 
that are represented on pictures. 
Students generate verbs that are 
represented in the picture.  Write 
the words in infinitive form.  
 
Step 3: Together generate two to 
three sentences for each picture 
using a subject and a verb.  
 



Second Grade Unit - Penguins 

Activity: What We Already Know  
Description: Students talk about 
what they already know about 
penguins and the teacher assists in 
writing that information on a chart, 
taking care to “push” students to use 
new and more complex vocabulary 
and syntax.  
 
Purpose: This strategy helps students 
to convey things they already know 
using more “academic” sounding 
language.  
 
Materials: Colored Markers, chart 
paper, pictures related to the topic 
you are asking about.   

28 
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Oral English/Conversation and Vocabulary:  
II-LS-1: HI-7: responding to academic discussions by sharing one’s view on facts, ideas, and/or 
events using academic vocabulary. 

Procedure: 
1. Head a chart. ”What we already 
know about Penguins”. 
 
2. If you have pictures or some other 
visual props that can help students to 
remember what they know, let the 
students interact with those things.  
 
3. Explain to students that they need to 
tell about what they already know. 
Specify the amount of contributions 
you want them to make.  
 
4. Utilize think-pair-share structures to 
have them tell their experience of 
knowledge to a partner. Ask them to 
retell or write down the information 
that their partner shared.  
 
 



Future Trainings 



Future Trainings 
• SEI Rubric Full-day Workshop- February 18, 2014 
• SEI Rubric Full-day Workshop- April, 2014 
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