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Vocabulary Surge: Unleashing the Power of Word Parts™, Level B
In spite of the best decoding skills, students with limited vocabulary will struggle with reading fluency and 
comprehension. Many students—not just English Language Learners—are affected by low oral language skills. 
For students to close the vocabulary gap, they need vocabulary instruction that not only teaches the meaning 
of well-chosen words but also shows them how to learn words on their own.

Vocabulary Surge is a series of 15-minute daily lessons to show students how to break words into parts, 
hypothesize the meanings of unknown parts, and check meaning in context. The lessons also help students 
learn the meaning of the most common Anglo-Saxon words, affixes, Latin roots, and Greek combining forms. 

Vocabulary Surge is for classroom teachers in grades 2–8 who provide instruction in Language Arts, science, 
and social studies in upper elementary, middle school, and junior high. It can also be used by teachers who 
work with students receiving special education, English Language Learners, and intervention groups.

This unique vocabulary product offers many benefits:
 � Dramatic surge in vocabulary using word-part meanings
 � More accurate decoding
 � Improved fluency and comprehension
 � Acceleration in rate of learning words independently
 � Increase in word consciousness about importance of word origin to determining meaning and spelling
 � Teacher’s edition includes 10-day lesson plan for 28 weeks of instruction and downloadable student materials



L E S S O N 5 L a t i n

Introduce claim/clam, dic/dict, and voc/vok/voke; -ship

claim/clam, dic/dict, rupt, 
tend/tens/tent, voc/vok/voke

per-, -ship

DIRECTIONS  Pair students and distribute the Days 1 and 2 Recording Sheet. Model the  
first completed example. After students have completed the first two columns, ask them  
to share what they wrote. Then provide the Certified Definition. Explain that understanding  
parts of words such as Latin roots can help students uncover the meaning of many words.

I’m going to model using my detective skills to figure out what the underlined word parts mean.
• I’ll use the other words in the sentences to develop a Working Definition of a word part. 
• Listen as I read the first set of two sentences.

 1. The bell’s noisy clamor called the children in from recess.
 2. In a loud voice, the referee proclaimed our team the winner!

• In Column 1, I record the clue words noisy and loud voice that help me understand the meaning of  
claim/clam. 

• I think that claim/clam means to call out loudly. This is my Working Definition, which I record in Column 2.
• In Column 3, I write the Certified Definition of claim/clam: to declare, call, or cry out.

Now it’s your turn.
• With your partner, read the next set of sentences on the Days 1 and 2 Recording Sheet.

• Use your detective skills to figure out what the underlined word parts mean. 

• Consider which words or 
phrases in the sentences 
provide clues about meaning. 
Record them in Column 1.

• Write a Working Definition in 
Column 2.

• Only complete Columns 1 
and 2 and then wait for the 
discussion. You will fill in 
Column 3 after I provide a 
Certified Definition.

uncover the meaning

DAY 1 • Introduce Latin Roots
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L E S S O N 5 L a t i n

NAME:           DATE:

DAY S  1  &  2  R E C O R D I N G  S H E E T 

DIRECTIONS Work with a partner to uncover the meaning of claim/clam, dic/dict, and voc/vok/voke.
• Read each sentence below. Discuss the meaning of each word with an underlined part. 
• In Column 1, list the words in the sentence that were clues to the meaning of the Latin root.
• In Column 2, write Working Definitions for the Latin roots based on their meaning in the words.
• In Column 3, record the Certified Definition after it is provided by your teacher.

dic/dict 1. In a clear voice, the principal dictated a letter for the secretary to type.
2. Did you use proper diction so you were understood when you spoke?

�Clue Words for Working Definition �Working Definition �Certified Definition

clear voice,  
understood, spoke to speak or talk to say or tell

voc/vok/voke 1. The vocalist sang so clearly, the people in the back row could hear each word.
2. Bette’s computer use was revoked because she played too many video games.

�Clue Words for Working Definition �Working Definition �Certified Definition

sang, use voice or call back to call or voice

UNCOVER THE MEANING

claim/clam 1. The bell’s noisy clamor called the children in from recess.
2. In a loud voice, the referee proclaimed our team the winner!

�Clue Words for Working Definition �Working Definition �Certified Definition

noisy, loud voice to call out loudly to declare, call, or cry out

CHECK MEANING

Word Latin Root Suffix Suffix
dictate dict:  to say or tell ate: rank

Meaning: someone has the rank to tell another what to do

dictator dict: to say or tell ate: rank or: one who does

Meaning: one who has the rank to tell another what to do

Word Prefix Latin Root Suffix

revoke re: again, back voke: to call or voice

Meaning: to call back

invoke in: in voke: to call or voice

Meaning: to call upon

DIRECTIONS Build the words with the Cards and Mats. Describe how adding new parts changes the 
meaning of the words.

Uncover the Meaning

Materials
•  Days 1 & 2 
recording 
sheet
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Excerpt from Lesson 5 of Vocabulary Surge, Level B Teacher’s Edition



DAY 2 • Deepen the Meaning

checK Meaning

Word Latin Root Suffix Suffix

dictate dict:  to say or tell ate: rank
Meaning: someone has the rank to tell another what to do

dictator dict: to say or tell ate: rank or: one who does
Meaning: one who has the rank to tell another what to do

Word Prefix Latin Root Suffix

revoke re: again, back voke: to call or voice
Meaning: to call back

invoke in: in voke: to call or voice
Meaning: to call upon

L E S S O N 5 L a t i n

Excerpt from Lesson 5 of Vocabulary Surge, Level B Teacher’s Edition

DIRECTIONS Using the Cards and Mat, confirm that students understand how the 
meaning of the word evolves as more parts are added.

 I DO  

 WE DO

 YOU DO

•  The prefix pro- means earlier or to support. 
•  Adding pro- to claim spells the word proclaim. The 

combination of word parts means that the declaration  
is supportive. 

•  Now, I’m going to use my knowledge of the word  
to answer the question. 

 1.  What does it mean when the students proclaim 
Ethan for class president? The students are supporting Ethan. 

pro claim

re claim ed

Use your Cards and Mats to complete the chart on the Days 1 and 2 Recording Sheet.

•  The prefix re- means again.  
• How does adding re- to claim change the meaning? To declare, again
• What does the inflected ending -ed mean? Occurred in the past
• How does adding -ed to reclaim change the meaning? Declared again
•  Listen to me use the word reclaimed in a question and we will use our knowledge 

of its parts to figure out the answer.

 2.  What did it mean when Jilly reclaimed her title as bowling champion? 
She was declared the champion, again. 

Latin Roots Certified Definition

claim/clam to declare, call or cry out
dic/dict to say or tell

voc/vok/voke to call or voice
Prefixes Certified Definition

contra- against
in- in or not

pre- before
pro- earlier, to support
re- again

Suffixes Certified Definition

-al to, near
-ate to make
-ize make
-or one who does

-ship skill, quality
Inflected Endings Certified Definition

-ed past tense
-ing present tense/now

claim/clam, dic/dict, voc/vok/voke
-ship

checK Meaning Materials
•	Pocket chart, document camera, or PowerPoint™
•	Days 1 & 2 recording sheet
•	Cards: 
teacher Cards:claim,ed,pro,restudent Cards: ate,dict,in,or,re,voke
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L E S S O N 5 L a t i n

NAME:           DATE:

DAY  3  R E C O R D I N G  S H E E T

DIRECTIONS Students use the Latin Root Mat and Card 
sets to create real words.

Sort your cards into three sets to match the ones  
in the table below. Work with one set at a time.

WORD MULTIPLIER

SET 1 Word Parts Word Part of Speech

1. clam+or+ing clamoring verb

Write the Meaning: shouting

2. re+claim+ed reclaimed verb

Write the Meaning: taken back

SET 2 Word Parts Word Part of Speech

1. pre+dict+or predictor noun

Write the Meaning: an indicator to signal something in the future

2. contra+dict+ing contradicting verb

Write the Meaning: not agreeing with another view

SET 3 Word Parts Word Part of Speech

1. voc+al+ize+ing vocalizing verb

Write the Meaning: giving voice to

2. in+voke invoke verb

Write the Meaning: to call upon

MAT:  LATIN ROOT WITH AFFIXES

Copyright © 2013, 95 Percent Group Inc. All rights reserved.

  Vocabulary SurgeTM Level B Mat: Latin Root with Affixes

Vocabulary Surge™: Level A 
Latin Roots: Lessons 12–16

1

aud capit cert cur

curs dic dict duc

duce duct fac fact

● ● ● ● 

● ● ● ● 

● ● ● ● 

Vocabulary Surge™: Level A Affixes: Lessons 1–11 /Connectives: Lessons 12–20 1

anti com con contra de dis em

en ex fore im in inner inter

ir mid mis non over post pre

re sub super trans un under able

acy al ate dom ed en er

Vocabulary Surge™: Level A 

Affixes: Lessons 1–11 /Connectives: Lessons 12–20

1

anti com con contra de dis emen ex fore im in inner interir mid mis non over post prere sub super trans un under ableacy al ate dom ed en er

Vocabulary Surge™: Level A 

Affixes: Lessons 1–11 /Connectives: Lessons 12–20

2

es est ful ic ify ing ionish ist ite ity ium ive izeless ling ly ment ness or ssion some tion wise y a ei o p u t ia

Vocabulary Surge™: Level A 

Latin Roots: Lessons 12–16

4

struc struct tract vis

voc voke claim tend

● 

● 
● 

● 

● 

● 
● 

● 

● 

Vocabulary Surge™: Level A 

Latin Roots: Lessons 12–16

4

struc struct tract vis

voc voke claim tend

● 

● 
● 

● 
● 

● 
● 

● 

● Vocabulary Surge™: Level A Affixes: Lessons 1–11 /Connectives: Lessons 12–20 1

anti com con contra de dis em

en ex fore im in inner inter

ir mid mis non over post pre

re sub super trans un under able

acy al ate dom ed en erWord Parts Set 1 Set 2 Set 3
Latin Roots claim, clam dic, dict voc, vok, voke

Inflected Endings ed, ing ing ing

Prefixes re contra, pre in

Suffixes or or al, ize

DIRECTIONS Record the words and complete the chart. Record additional words on notebook paper.

word MUltiplier

L E S S O N 5 L a t i n

Excerpt from Lesson 5 of Vocabulary Surge, Level B Teacher’s Edition

 I DO   Watch me combine Cards to build a word. 
• I select cards pre, dict, and ed. 
• I place the prefix pre- on the left side of the 

mat, matching the circle on the mat to the 
one on the card. 

• I place the Latin root dict in the large center 
box, matching the solid circles. 

• Finally, I place the inflected ending -ed to the 
right of dict, matching the circle on the mat 
to the one on the card. 

• I have built the word predicted. 

 WE DO   Let me try another. 
• I choose the cards clam, or, and ing. 
• Where should I place the card clam? In the  

middle box 
• Why do we place it here? Because it is the 

Latin root and has a solid circle like the mat 
• Where shall I place suffix -or? In the box to the right of clam 
• Where shall I place inflected ending -ing? In the box to the right of or 
• Look at the example on your Day 3 Recording Sheet to see how to write the parts of clamoring and the       

whole word. Clam means to cry out, -or means one who does, and -ing means it is happening now. 
• When we put these word parts together, clamoring means shouting. 
• What part of speech is clamoring and how do you know? Verb, action word 

 YOU DO  Use your Cards and Mats to build more words. Complete the Day 3 Recording Sheet with your 
partner. Write additional words on notebook paper. We will review the words when you have finished.

Additional Words: claim, claimed, claiming, clamor, clamored, contradict, contradictor, invoking, reclaim, 
reclaimed, reclaiming, predict, predicting, vocal, vocalize

DIRECTIONS Students work together to build words using their Cards and Mats.

Build words with claim/clam, dic/dict, and voc/vok/voke

MAT:  LATIN ROOT WITH AFFIXES
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  Vocabulary SurgeTM Level B Mat: Latin Root with Affixes

eddict
pre

claim/clam, dic/dict, voc/vok/voke
-ship

al

claim

voc
re

ize

ing

in

word MUltiplier

DAY 3 • Word Multiplier

Materials•	Day 3 
recording sheet•	Notebook paper•	latin Mat

•	Cards: 
latin roots:claim,clam,dic,dict, voc,vok,vokeinflected endings: ed,ing
Prefixes:
contra,in,pre,resuffixes:al,or,ize

Vocabulary Surge™ Lesson 5, Latin Roots (SAMPLE) Copyright © 2013, 95 Percent Group Inc. All rights reserved.



L E S S O N 5 L a t i n

Excerpt from Lesson 5 of Vocabulary Surge, Level B Teacher’s Edition

DIRECTIONS Complete the I Do and We Do whole class, and pair students to work on the 
You Do. Students can record their ideas on small whiteboards. Ask a few pairs to share their 
work with the class.

 I DO   Listen to me demonstrate understanding of the meaning of the Latin root voke. 

      •  The first word is invoke. We learned yesterday that invoke means to call upon. I’m going to think  
of examples of times when I have invoked something or someone. 
 • When I gave a large party, I invoked my friends to bring food.  
 • When I was in college, I invoked my teacher to help me by asking a question in class.

      •  The second word is revoke, which means to call back something. I’m going to think of an example of 
something I’ve revoked.  
 • After I said something mean to a friend, I wished I could revoke my hurtful words. 
 • When my friend got several speeding tickets, her driver’s license was revoked.

 WE DO   Let’s try the next one together with the Latin root claim.

      •  The first word is proclaim. The prefix pro- means to be in favor of, 
and the Latin root claim means to declare or call out. Proclaim 
means to declare something. I’d enjoy proclaiming loudly that my 
class all finished their assignments perfectly. 
 •  What things might we proclaim? 

      •  The second word is reclaim. The prefix re- means to do again, and 
the Latin root claim means to declare or call out. Reclaim means  
to call something back. 
 •  Name some things you’d like to reclaim. 

 YOU DO  Now it’s your turn. Work with a partner, and record your 
ideas on a whiteboard so you’re ready to share with the class. You’ll have five minutes to think of examples for 
two words that contain the Latin root dict.

      •  The two words are predict and contradict. 
 •  What does the prefix pre- mean? Before What does the root 

dict mean? To say or tell What does predict mean?  
To tell something before it happens

 •  What does the prefix contra- mean? Opposite of what was 
said earlier What does the root dict mean? To say or tell  
What does contradict mean? To say something that is the 
opposite of what was said earlier

 •  Think of an example of a prediction. It can be one you’ve 
actually made or one that is possible. 

 •  Think of an example of a contradiction. Again, it can be 
something that you observed or one that could happen.

 PROMPT IDEAS  proclaim
    • school is dismissed early 
    •  extra-long recess
    • no homework tonight

 PROMPT IDEAS  reclaim
    • lost jacket 
    • bad kick in the soccer game 
    • cookie given away

 PROMPT IDEAS  predict
    • weather tomorrow 
    • gift for an upcoming birthday 
    • winner of future game

 PROMPT IDEAS  contradict
    • feeling good but calling in sick
    •  saying one thing and doing 

another
    • eating ice cream while on a diet

claim/clam, dic/dict, voc/vok/voke
-ship

BUild Meaning
Materials
• 	Whiteboards
• 	Markers

DAY 4 • Demonstrate Meaning

Vocabulary Surge: Unleashing the Power of Word Parts™, Level B (SAMPLE) Copyright © 2013, 95 Percent Group Inc. All rights reserved.
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Copyright © 2013, 95 Percent Group Inc. All rights reserved.Vocabulary Surge: Unleashing the Power of Word Parts™, Level B (SAMPLE)

L E S S O N 5 L a t i n

NamE:           DaTE:

Day S  1  &  2  R e c o R D I n g  S h e e t 

DIRECTIONS Work with a partner to uncover the meaning of claim/clam, dic/dict, and voc/vok/voke.
• Read each sentence below. Discuss the meaning of each word with an underlined part. 
• In Column 1, list the words in the sentence that were clues to the meaning of the Latin root.
• In Column 2, write Working Definitions for the Latin roots based on their meaning in the words.
• In Column 3, record the Certified Definition after it is provided by your teacher.

dic/dict 1. In a clear voice, the principal dictated a letter for the secretary to type.
2. Did you use proper diction so you were understood when you spoke?

�Clue Words for Working Definition �Working Definition �Certified Definition

voc/vok/voke 1. The vocalist sang so clearly, the people in the back row could hear each word.
2. Bette’s computer use was revoked because she played too many video games.

�Clue Words for Working Definition �Working Definition �Certified Definition

Uncover the Meaning

claim/clam 1. The bell’s noisy clamor called the children in from recess.
2. In a loud voice, the referee proclaimed our team the winner!

�Clue Words for Working Definition �Working Definition �Certified Definition

noisy, loud voice to call out loudly to declare, call, or cry out

checK Meaning

Word Latin Root Suffix Suffix

dictate dict:  to say or tell ate: rank

Meaning: someone has the rank to tell another what to do

dictator dict: ate: or: 

Meaning:

Word Prefix Latin Root Suffix

revoke re: voke: 
Meaning:

invoke in: voke: 

Meaning:

DIRECTIONS Build the words with the Cards and Mat. Describe how adding new parts changes the 
meaning of the words.

Downloadable Student Materials for Lesson 5 of Vocabulary Surge, Level B
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L E S S O N 5 L a t i n Day  3  R e c o R D I n g  S h e e t

NamE:           DaTE:

DIRECTIONS Students use the Latin Root Mat and Card sets 
to create real words.

Sort your cards into three sets to match the ones  
in the table below. Work with one set at a time.

word MUltiplier

SEt 1 Word Parts Word Part of Speech

1. clam+or+ing clamoring verb

Write the Meaning:

2.

Write the Meaning:

SEt 2 Word Parts Word Part of Speech

1.

Write the Meaning:

2.

Write the Meaning:

SEt 3 Word Parts Word Part of Speech

1.

Write the Meaning:

2.

Write the Meaning:

Word Parts Set 1 Set 2 Set 3

Latin Roots claim, clam dic, dict voc, vok, voke

Inflected Endings ed, ing ing ing

Prefixes re contra, pre in

Suffixes or or al, ize

DIRECTIONS Record the words and complete the chart. Record additional words on notebook paper.

MAT:  LATIN ROOT WITH AFFIXES
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  Vocabulary SurgeTM Level B Mat: Latin Root with Affixes

ed
dictpre

ing

voke

claim

re

Downloadable Student Materials for Lesson 5 of Vocabulary Surge, Level B


