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Wednesday Presenters 
(Sorted by Last Name) 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

RtI in a PLC: Why ELL and Special Education Students Must Be Addressed 

 
Presenter(s):  Cartwright Elementary School District 
Sonia Bustamante, Director of Language Acquisition 
Sonia Bustamante has 17 years of experience in education. She started in education as a Bilingual 
Teacher. Sonia was also an English Language Support Coach. She was a school administrator before 
becoming the Assistant Director of Language Acquisition. She currently is the Director of Language 
Acquisition for the Cartwright School District. 
Patricia Lopez, Director of Special Services;  
Patricia Lopez has 29 years of experience in education. She has been a teacher for 17 years, teaching 
special education, ELL students and mainstream students. Patricia has been a principal of an elementary 
school and middle school and is currently the Director of Teaching and Learning for the Cartwright School 
District. 
Dr. Cecilia Sanchez, Director of Teaching and Learning 
Dr. Cecilia Sanchez has 15 years of experience in education. She began her career as a bilingual teacher, 
teaching 1st and 3rd grade. She was a school administrator for six years prior to her current position as 
Director of Special Services.  Currently, as Director of Special Services, she oversees special education, 
gifted education and alternative education. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Improving Outcomes for ELLs with Disabilities 

Presenter(s): 
 Laurene Christensen, National Center on Educational Outcomes 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Current Research on the AZELLA Kindergarten Placement Test 

Presenter(s): 

Laurene Christensen is a Research Associate at the National Center on Educational Outcomes. In this 
position, she works with states to improve outcomes for students with disabilities and English language 
learners, particularly in the area of assessment accommodations. Recent projects at NCEO have involved 
analyzing issues that have emerged from the federal standards and assessments peer review.  Dr. 
Christensen has expertise in large-scale assessments, school accountability, English language learners, 
language acquisition, research design, and transition/postsecondary issues. Dr. Christensen is the author 
of a number of publications on accommodations for students with disabilities. She has also written and 
published materials on assessment issues for English language learners, both with and without disabilities. 
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Vitaliy Shyyan, Ph.D., is a Research Associate at the National Center on Educational Outcomes of the 
University of Minnesota. Dr. Shyyanʼs research interests include assessment and accommodation policies 
for students with disabilities, English language learners (ELLs), and ELLs with disabilities, intercultural 
education, instructional strategies for ELLs with disabilities, bilingual education, and futures studies. He 
has presented his research widely and published his work in journals such as Assessment for Effective 
Intervention and World Future Review.  

Lietta Scott is currently ADE’s Director of Psychometrics. In addition to analyzing data for the AIMS and 
AIMS A tests, she has supported the development of AZELLA’s since spring 2011. Her expertise is not only 
in psychometrics but also both standardized and classroom assessment development. Prior to moving to 
the Assessment Section in 2010, she spent four years in ADE’s Research and Evaluation Section working 
mainly on accountability. 

Irene Hunting is the Deputy Associate Superintendent for Assessment. In this position, she oversees the 
development and administration of state-wide assessments including AZELLA.  

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

A Closer Look at 'Move On When Reading' and the Legislation 

Presenter(s): 

 Cindy Daniels has been in education 35 years, most recently Principal of Echo Mountain Primary, a K-3 
school in Paradise Valley U.S.D.  She is a National Board Certified Teacher in Literacy/Reading and 
Language.  She is currently the Director of K-3 Reading for the Arizona State Board of Education and the 
Move On When Reading Legislation. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦  

• Vocabulary and Background Knowledge that Unlocks Comprehension: You've Got To Know 
Stuff To Learn Stuff 

• The Talking Classroom: Embracing your Students with Words 

Presenter(s):  Judi Dodson-See Featured Speakers page. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Technology; Connecting the Path to Language Acquisition 

Presenter(s): Cartwright Elementary District 
Alejandrina Garcia, ELD Specialist 
Alejandrina (Alex) received her Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education from Arizona State University 
and she has a Master's Degree in Educational Administration and Leadership from Grand Canyon 
University. She also currently holds a Bilingual Endorsement and an English as a Second Language 
Endorsement. She is presently and English Language Development Content Specialist for Cartwright 
School District in Phoenix, Arizona. 

Alex taught English Language Learners for 7 years in an SEI classroom and has been a Language Support 
Specialist in the Cartwright School District. She was also been a Cartwright Academic Technology 
Specialist and is experienced in using technology to enhance learning. She has also provided support in 
the compliance and implementation of the 4-hour block. Alex coaches teachers in implementing SEI 
strategies conducive to language acquisition. 

Vanessa Zurita 
Vanessa received her Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education from Arizona State University and she 
has a Master's Degree in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of Phoenix. She also currently 
holds an English as a Second Language Endorsement 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Get With the Program! Use Today’s Technology to Engage your  
English Language Learners and Increase Learning (session repeats Friday) 

Presenter(s): 
Jennifer Glueck received her BA in Bilingual Education from Arizona State University in 2002 and her MA 
in Reading Instruction from Grand Canyon University in 2007. She has been teaching ELL students in the 
Madison School District for more than 10 years and is currently teaching a First Grade ELD classroom at 
Camelview Elementary in Phoenix. Jennifer was also named ELL Teacher of the Year for 2011 by the 
Arizona Department of Education. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Universal Design for Learning: Beyond Retrofitting to Maximizing Learning Opportunities for ALL 
Students 

Presenter(s): 
 Dr. Jennifer Huber taught for over twenty years in the Los Angeles Unified School District in both general 
and special education prior to obtaining her PhD in curriculum and instruction from Clemson University in 
South Carolina.  After completing a post-doctoral fellowship at Arizona State University in the Equity 
Alliance at ASU, she began her current work at the Arizona Department of Education in Exceptional 
Student Services where she provides support for special education throughout PEAs in Arizona. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

AZELLA 2014  

Presenter(s): 
 Marlene Johnston is the Director of English Language Learner Assessments for the Assessment Section of 
the Arizona Department of Education (ADE).  Ms. Johnston has been in state service since 2000, and has 
focused on ELL issues for the ADE since 2005. Arizona’s English language proficiency assessment, the 
AZELLA, is the current focus of her work. 

Linda Harvey is a long time Arizona educator whose passion is on developing, teaching and assessing 
curriculum for the instruction of second language learners. During the past three years, in her role as 
AZELLA State Test Coordinator for the Assessment Department at the Arizona Department of Education, 
Linda has assisted ELL Coordinators around the state in all phases of the AZELLA assessment process. 
During Linda’s six years at the Arizona Department of Education, she has given professional development 
training to teachers and administrators, visited classrooms to monitor teaching strategies for English 
Language Learners and worked with consultants and committee members to develop items during the 
AZELLA revision process. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

• Building a Local Grammar Scope and Sequence Guide that Teachers Can Understand-and Use-
Part 1 

• Building a Local Grammar Scope and Sequence Guide that Teachers Can Understand-and Use-
Part 2 

• And You Thought You Had Done It All with the ELD Methods…But Wait There's More… 

                Presenter(s):  Heidi Koski -See Featured Speakers page. 
 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Strategies & Services for Refugee, Migrant and Homeless Students with Interrupted Education 
Presenter(s): 
 Frank Migali is the State Coordinator for Homeless & Refugee Education at the Arizona Department of Education.  
Frank has been with ADE since the fall of 2003 and currently serves as the State Coordinator for Homeless and 
Refugee Education. During his time at ADE he has worked extensively with many special populations including, 
Indian education, Migrant education, Gifted education, Refugee Education and McKinney-Vento Homeless 
education. Frank serves as an appointed member of the Governors Interagency Coordinating Council for Infants 
and Toddlers and serves as Treasurer to the Board of Directors for the National Association for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY) Frank has Masters Degree in Business Administration from Western 
International University and a Bachelors Degree in Business Administration. 
Mary Haluska,  
Mary Haluska has been a teacher and administrator for twenty-seven years and is entering her seventh year of 
working with the Migrant Education Program.  
Violetta Lopez 
Violetta Lopez currently serves as the Refugee School Coordinator with the International Rescue Commit 
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Arizona Home Grown: K-2 Units for SEI Teachers made by SEI Teachers (repeat  session) 

 
Presenter(s): Maricopa USD 
 Inez Ramirez has been an ELL/SEI targeted teacher at Maricopa Unified School District for almost three 
years. She received a Bachelor’s of Interdisciplinary Studies in Psychology and Mass Communications from 
Arizona State University and a Master’s in Elementary Education K-8 from Northern Arizona University. 
Mrs. Ramirez has worked with both her district and state department in developing new resources to help 
support ELL teachers. Her passion is working with ELL students and supporting ELL teachers. 

Angela Ebner has been an ELD teacher for two years and an SEI target teacher for three years prior. She 
received a Bachelor of Arts in Teaching from Western Oregon University, a Master’s in Curriculum and 
Instruction in Reading from Grand Canyon University and became a National Board Certified Teacher in 
2012. Mrs. Ebner has been involved in developing resources to help support ELL teachers at many levels 
and is committed to education. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

From ELD to Academic Writing:  What Teachers Need to Know and Do (session repeats Thursday) 

Presenter(s): 
 Heidi Rochin, Consultant, Kevin Clark Consulting -See Featured Speakers page. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

• Language, Literacy and Content  
• Let’s Talk About It: Developing Academic Discourse (repeats Thursday) 

Presenter(s): 
 Carol Rothenberg, Consultant, NCTE -See Featured Speakers page. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Developing Academic Language through Student Discourse (repeats Thursday) 

Presenter(s): 
Erin Ruegg is currently the ELL Content Specialist for the Isaac School district in Phoenix.  Erin is a national 
board certified teacher, has a Masters in Teaching and Masters of Education in Leadership in Curriculum 
and Instruction from Harvard University.   For fourteen years, Erin was a bilingual literacy coach and 
elementary school teacher in urban public and private schools in Boston, Minneapolis, Gallup, New 
Mexico and in Guatemala and Colombia. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

• ELLs: Rising to the Challenge 
• How Can English Language Learners Possibly Do This? Meeting the Literacy Teaching 

Challenges of the Common Core  

Presenter(s): Timothy Shanahan-See Featured Speakers page. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Organize with Livebinders, Your 3-Ring Binder On the Web 

Presenter(s): 
 Kim Thomas is the Technology Integration Specialist in the Madison School District (K-8) where she has 
been since 2002.  Prior to that, she held the same position in Glendale after teaching 5th/6th grade for 6 
years. 
Since learning about “social bookmarking” several years ago, she has become a bit zealous about this 
incredibly useful type of web tool and the role it can play in teaching, for both teachers and students. 

 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

• Reading in the K-5 ELL Classroom 
• Writing in the K-5 ELL Classroom 

 
Presenter(s): 
Mary Wennersten, M.Ed. is the Director of K-3 Literacy for the Arizona Department of Education in the 
High Academic Standards for Students Division/ K-12 Standards 
 
Bette Lovelace, is an English Language Arts Program Specialist for the Department of Education in the 
High Academic Standards for Students Division/ K-12 Standards 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

Keeping Up With the Kinder Academy 

Presenter(s): 
 Laura Zeleznak holds a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and a master’s degree in Early 
Childhood Education.  Her endorsements include Structure English Immersion, English as a Second 
Language and Reading Specialist.  Laura’s professional experience includes 8 years as a primary classroom 
teacher in low socioeconomic schools, as well as training K-12 teachers in Shanghai China on ESL 
strategies.  As an Education Program Specialist for OELAS she reviews Title III grants, monitors districts for 
state and federal compliance and provides professional development. 

Secily Meza Downes 
As an OELAS Education Program Specialist, Secily Meza Downes conducts English Language Development 
trainings for teachers throughout the state to assist  in the implementation of the SEI Models. She holds a 
bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education with an emphasis in Early Childhood and a master’s degree in 
Elementary Education Curriculum and Instruction. Secily’s professional experience includes 9 years as a 
primary classroom teacher in low socioeconomic schools, a reading interventionist, and Federal Programs 
Coordinator. 

Lauren Preston 
Lauren currently works as a Program Specialist and Professional Development Coordinator in the Early 
Childhood division.  Her background includes teaching preschool, kindergarten, and first grade.   Her 
research interests include the Arizona Early Learning Standards and College and Career Ready Standards, 
with a special focus on the Social Emotional standard and development in the preschool and 
kindergarten years.  

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 


