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AGENDA 
 
 
 

I. Welcome and Purpose   
 
 
 

II. What is ELD without the E? 
 
 
 
 

III. What is the purpose of ELD? 
 
 
 
 

IV. What Research Supports This? 
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Description:  As more and more students across the country pass their state’s ELD assessments, one 
would infer that their overall performance in English language arts (ELA) classrooms would be 
increasing as well. However, many teachers, administrators and support educators are finding just the 
opposite. Transitional support for English Language Learners (ELLs) is often the most neglected 
element in ELA classrooms.  This session shows how to explicitly connect three high-powered ELD 
methods to Common Core ELA Standards to support students’ abilities to read with comprehension 
and to write academically. Previous knowledge of Morph House, Vertical Sentence and This or That is highly 
recommended.   
 

Outcomes:  Participants in this session will:  
1. See how the Morph House method can be used to teach students to connect new vocabulary to 
paragraph writing and to deeper reading comprehension;  
 

2. Apply the Vertical Sentence method to help students better understand connotation, implicit 
meanings, author’s viewpoint and purpose;  

 
3. Connect the This or That method to persuasive text composition, Socratic-style debate and 
response to—or analysis of-- academic text.  



 
 

An Objective + The Purpose + The Push! 
 

Method Objective Purpose Push! 
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Morph House Notes 
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Vertical Sentence Notes 
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This or That Notes 
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