
Starburst 
 
One of the fun exercises for compound words that you light like is to make a starburst with the first 
word in the middle. Then put the compound words in a circle around that first word. Use colored paper 
to make it more fun.  
 
For this and other activities, you need to prepare a list of words and note how many compound words 
can be made from a specific root words. 
 
Here are several root words with the number of possible compound words. These are geared for ages 
four to eight: 
•day - daybreak daydream daylight daytime 
•ear - earache eardrum earphone earring 
•wash - washboard washcloth washout washroom washtub 
•wood - woodcraft woodcutter woodland woodpecker woodwork 
•fire - firearm fireball firecracker firefly fireproof firework 
•hair - haircut hairdo hairdresser hairline hairpin hairbrush 
•down - downcast downfall downhearted downhill downpour downright downstairs downstream 
downtown downwind 
•grand - grandchild granddaughter grandfather grandmother grandparent grandson grandstand 
•news - newscast newsletter newspaper newsprint newsreel newsstand newsboy 
•eye - eyeball eyebrow eyeglass eyepiece eyesight eyesore eyestrain eyewitness 
•wind - windfall windmill windowpane windowsill windshield windsock windstorm windswept 
•foot - football footbridge footfall foothill foothold footpath footprint footrest footstool footwear 
•water - waterfall waterfowl waterfront watermark watermelon waterproof watershed waterspout 
watertight waterway waterworks 
•work - workbench workbook workday workhorse workhouse workman workmanlike workout 
workroom workshop worktable 
•sea - seaboard seacoast seafarer seagoing seasick seaside seaweed 
•head - headache headband headlight headline headphones headquarters  
•out - outbreak outcast outdoors outfield outcome outlook 
•under - underfoot underground underpass understand underwater 


