Common Kinds of Context Clues

A definition, usually offset by commas or dashes (an appositive)
- A balloonist, the pilot of a hot air balloon, avoids sultry days.

A synonym or a rephrasing
- It was sultry, very hot and humid indeed.

An antonym
- The weather was sultry, not cool and crisp.

An example
- The day was sultry; it felt like a bathroom after a hot shower.

Generally helpful context

- It was a sultry day. The day was very hot and humid. If you moved at
all, you would break out in a sweat. It was one of those days to drink
water and stay in the shade. (from Baumann et al., 2007, p. 117)

Common signal words

- Which is, in other words, also known as, also called, that is, or, for
example, such as, but, in contrast, however, etc.






