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Timothy Shanahan is Distinguished 
Professor of Urban Education at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago where he is 
Director of the UIC Center for Literacy. 
Previously, he was director of reading for 
the Chicago Public Schools. He is author or 
editor of more than 200 publications 
including the books, Teaching with the 
Common Core Standards for the English 
Language Arts, Early Childhood Literacy, 
Developing Literacy in Second-Language 
Learners, and Improving Reading 
Comprehension in Kindergarten through 
Third Grade. Professor Shanahan is past 
president of the International Reading 
Association (IRA). He received a 
presidential appointment to serve on the 
Advisory Board of the National Institute for 

Literacy, and serves as content expert, 
advisor, and on various boards. Dr. Shanahan 

took a leadership role on the National Reading Panel, convened by the National 
Institute of Child Health and Human Development at the request of Congress to 
evaluate research on successful methods for teaching reading (the third most 
influential education policy document according to the Editorial Projects in 
Education Research Center). He is co-principal investigator of the National Title I 
Study of Implementation and Outcomes: Early Childhood Language Development 
funded by the Institute of Education Sciences. He received the William S, Gray 
Citation of Merit for Lifetime Achievement from IRA. In 2009, he was selected as 
researcher of the year at the University of Illinois at Chicago (in social sciences and 
the humanities). He was inducted to the Reading Hall of Fame in 2007, and is a 
former first-grade teacher. For more information, visit his blog: 
www.shanahanonliteracy.com 
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