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“Piece of Cake“ 
 

Secily Downes and Tammara Ragsdale 

Oral Language Development  
for the Lower Proficiency Levels 

High School SEI Classrooms 

Session Objectives 

• How to use the ELP Listening and Speaking Standards 
and Vocabulary Language Strand Standards during 
the SEI Oral English Conversation and Vocabulary 
time allocation.   
 

• Demonstrate strategies for discussion-based lessons 
to advance language and literacy skills, and develop 
higher-order thinking.   
 

• Create structured language-rich activities to 
accelerate language learning. 

License Plate Game 

H20 U UP 2 

NO XQSZ 

TMPTGF8 
Time Allocations 

Oral 

English/Conversation 

 and Vocabulary 

 

60 min. 

Reading  

 

 

 

60 min. 

Writing  

 

 

 

60 min. 

Grammar 

  

 

 

60 min. 

Standards to Use 

Listening & Speaking 

Domain 

 

Language Strand 

•Vocabulary  

Reading Domain  Writing Domain  Language Strand 

• Standard English 

Conventions  

Oral English /Conversation and Vocabulary 
What should be happening during this time? 

Language-rich activities based on…. 

 
 ELP Standards – Listening and Speaking Domain 

 Delivery of Oral Communications 

 Comprehension of Oral Communications 

 

 ELP Standards – Language Strand 

 Vocabulary 

 

 

 
 

  

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Language Warm-Up 

20 min 15 min 15 min 15 min 15 min 

Letter Names/Sounds 

Minimal Pairs 

Sound Substitution/Deletion 

Repeat After Me 

Count the Words 

Count the Syllables 

Number 

Rhythm/Intonation/Tongue Twister 

Dictation 

Naming 5 min 5 min 5 min 5 min 5 min 

Describing   5 min     5 min 

Analogies/Word Relationships 5 min   5 min   5 min 

Listening Comprehension 
Read Aloud 15 min 

  
Presentations 15 min 

    

Structured Discusions Function Junction 15 min This or That 15 min 5 min 

Directions   5 min   5 min   

Vocab Frames 5 min 5 min   5 min 5 min 

Word Study 10 min 10 min Vertical Sentence 10 min Morph House 15 min 10 min 

Figurative Language     10 min   10 min 
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ELD  
[ELP standard/Language Objective] 

 

is the driver 

and 

 

ACADEMIC CONTENT  
is the vehicle. 

 

ELD Components 

Phonology:  

 Speech, sounds 

Language Warm-Up 

 Alphabet Pronunciation Practice 

 Letter Sounds 

 Number Practice 

 Minimal Pairs/Phrases 

 Repeat After Me 

 Count the Words 

 Count the Syllables 

 Rhythm Exercises 

 Intonation 

 Dictation 

11 

This whole-group methodology involves a collection of strategies 
for warming up students’ ears and mouths to better hear and 
produce the sounds of the English Language. 

 

explicit 

systematic 

mutli-sensory 

Letter Naming / Phonemes 

V-LS-2:PE-2: reciting the alphabet, cardinal and 
ordinal numbers, commands, names, teacher’s 
name.  

  

• F  A  s  P   a  T   F   L  p   S  l 

• /ă/   /p/   /t/   /f/   / l /   /s/ 

12 

V-LS-2:PE-1: producing the 44 phonemes. 
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Minimal Pairs/Phrases 

V-LS-1:LI-1: discriminating between individual 
phonemes in minimal pairs, minimal phrases, and 
minimal sentences.  

 

light – fight 

night – sign 

new – blue 

rope – ripe 

 
13 

Sound Substitution/ Deletion 

• V-LS-1:HI-1: distinguishing between phonemes 
in the initial, medial, and final positions of 
words, phrases and sentences.   

 

14 

Repeat After Me 

    Located on Liberty Island 
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in New York,  
the Statue of Liberty  symbolizes freedom  
throughout the world. 

• students only hear it 
• phrasing - chunk it for the students – 

16 words 
• focus on pronunciation 

V-LS-2: B-2: reciting simple poems and repeated-patterned 
speech with appropriate rhythm, rate, and phrasing. 

Count the Words 

• V-LS-1:HI-2: distinguishing between the 
individual words of a sentence. 

 

 
 

John Hancock signed the Declaration 
of Independence.  

 

16 

Number Pronunciation 

• V-LS-2:PE-2: reciting the alphabet, cardinal and 
ordinal numbers, commands, names, teacher’s 
name. 

• 1, 7, 6, 3, 17, 76, 305 
– The number is _____ 

–The digits are ___ and ___ 

• 19th, 1886 (year) 

17 

Rhythm/Intonation 

V-LS-2:HI-1: producing sentences with accurate 
pronunciation, intonation and stress.  

 

• Located on Liberty Island in New York, the 
Statue of Liberty symbolizes freedom 
throughout the world. 

18 
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Tongue Twister 

• V-LS-2:PE-1: producing the 44 phonemes 
accurately.  

• V-LS-2:LI-2: reciting poems, chants and tongue 
twisters, with appropriate rhythm, rate, 
phrasing, and expression.  

 

I see he sees high seas she sees. 

19 

Assessment 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 

• Assessment can be on whiteboard, paper, or 
teacher observation. 

 

20 

To Be Continued… 

 

Reading Domain 

 

Phonemic Awareness 
Decoding   

 
Collection of words you 
know 

Meaning of words or 
sentences 

V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry
 

Lexicon: 

Semantics: 

ELD Components 

22 

Naming 

V-L-2:B-1: naming and grouping labeled objects and 
pictures into given conceptual categories. 

• Indicates background information 

• Increase bank of words 

• Address rapid naming 

 

Activity: 30 seconds – in partners 

Partner 1 names 

Partner 2 tallys  

23 
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Describing 

• Establish need for concise communication 

• Enables organization of thoughts 

• Builds confidence in self-expression 

 

• Name it – Categories – Functions – Color – Size 
– Shape - Senses 

25 

Analogies 
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Odd One Out 
Which one does not belong and why? 

 
Word Associations 

Liberty, symbol, voyage 
  

Which word goes with freedom? 
  
Which word goes with trip? 
  
Which word goes with Statue of Liberty? 

 

Analogies 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBGcET2AIwM&feature=player_embedded 
 

Synonym (happy : joyful :: sad : depressed) 
Antonym (inflation : deflation :: frail : strong) 
Characteristic (tropical : hot :: polar : cold) 
Part/Whole (finger : hand :: petal : flower) 
Degree (mist : fog :: drizzle : tropical storm) 
Type (golden retriever : dog :: salmon : fish) 
Tool/Worker (pen : writer :: voice : singer) 
Action/Object (fly : airplane :: drive : car) 
Item/Purpose (knife : cut :: ruler : measure) 
Product/Worker (poet : poem :: baker : pie) 

Analogies 

V-L-2:HI-1: classifying words into conceptual categories and providing rationale.  
 

V-L-2:B-2: identifying the meaning/usage of sight words. 
 

V-L-2:LI-3: identifying the meaning of and using high frequency words. 
 

V-L-2:PE-9: identifying word pairs as synonyms and antonyms.  
 

V-L-2:B-10: determining the relationships of a word pair (e.g., bravery: courage :: smooth: 
______).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______ is to _______ as _______ is to _______  

  

 

  
http://esu4instructionalstrategies.wikispaces.com/file/view/analogylesson.pdf 

 

 
28 

ELD Components 

Phonology:  

 Speech, sounds 

Morphology:  
Parts of words, verb tenses 

Syntax:  
Grammar, sentence structure, 
language rules 

Lexicon:  
Collection of words you know 

Semantics:  
Meaning of words or sentences 

V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry
 

Read Aloud 

V-LS-1:B-3: responding to fiction and nonfiction read-
alouds by identifying main ideas/concepts and 
supporting details in complete sentences.  
V-LS-1:LI-4: sequencing events from read-alouds 
presentations and conversations. 
V-LS-1:B-5: retelling the main idea/concepts and key 
points/details of a presentation using complete 
sentences.  
IV-LS-2:LI-5: asking and responding to academic 
questions in complete sentences. 
 
 

30 

Text should be at high end of the grade span 
Lexile level. 

http://esu4instructionalstrategies.wikispaces.com/file/view/analogylesson.pdf
http://esu4instructionalstrategies.wikispaces.com/file/view/analogylesson.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBGcET2AIwM&feature=player_embedded
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Common Core Lexile Ranges 

Text Complexity 
Grade Band in the 

Standards 

Old Lexile Ranges Lexile Ranges 
Aligned to CCR 
expectations* 

K-1 N/A N/A 

2-3 450-725 420-820 

4-5 645-845 740-1010 

6-8 860-1010 925-1185 

9-10 960-1115 1050-1335 

11-CCR 1070-1220 1185-1385 

*Modified table from CCSS Appendix A  
Updated with CCSSO/National Governors Association Text Complexity Grade Bands and Associated 
Ranges from Multiple Measures 

Give Me Liberty! 

Feedman, Russell 

Pages: 96 

1070L 

Presentations 

V-LS-1:HI-5: responding to social conversations by rephrasing and repeating 
information, asking questions, and expressing one’s thoughts.  
 
V-LS-1:E-7: responding  in complete sentences to questions and statements 
in academic discussions by sharing one’s view on facts, ideas, and/or events. 
  
V-LS-2:B-2: reciting simple poems and repeated-patterned speech with 
appropriate rhythm, rate, and phrasing.   
 
V-LS-2:LI-5: asking and responding to academic questions in complete 
sentences.   
 
V-LS-2:HI-2: presenting dialogue, skits, and drama using appropriate rhythm, 
rate, phrasing, and expression.  
 

33 

Guest Speakers – Readers Theater  
 Plays – Recite Poems - Student Reports 

Function Junction 

V-LS-1:HI-4: participating in formal and informal socio-functional 
communication tasks using complete sentences.   
 
V-LS-2:HI-3: expressing and justifying one’s needs and emotions 
in complete sentences.   
 
V-LS-2:HI-4: participating in formal and informal socio-functional 
communication tasks using complete sentences.  
 
  
 
  
 

34 

35 

This or That 

V-LS-1:B-6: responding to social conversations by 
rephrasing and repeating information, asking questions, 
and expressing one’s thoughts.   
 
V-LS-2:LI-4: participating in formal and informal socio-
functional communication tasks using complete sentences 
with instructional support.  
 
  
 
  
 

36 
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Oral Directions 

II-LS-1:B-6: following multiple-step directions for 
classroom and other activities.   
 

II-LS-2:HI-7: stating multi-step directions or 
commands that the listener can follow.   

 

 

  

 
38 

Maps 
Teacher led - Student-led 

ELD Components 

Phonology:  

 Speech, sounds 

Morphology:  
Parts of words, verb tenses 

Syntax:  
Grammar, sentence structure, 
language rules 

Lexicon:  
Collection of words you know 

Semantics:  
Meaning of words or sentences 

V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry
 

Vocabulary Frames 

V-L-2:PE-1: naming and grouping labeled objects and pictures into given 
conceptual categories. 
 
V-L-2:B-3: identifying the meaning/usage of high frequency words and applying 
them in context.  
 
V-L-2:B-4: categorizing grade-specific academic vocabulary and symbols by 
content.   
 
 
II-L-2:E-6: recognizing contractions and the words that comprise contractions.   

 
   
  

40 

Vocabulary Frames 

This is a _____ and it is used to _____. 

41 

This is a _____ and it is used for _____ing. 

These are _____ and they are used to _____. 

These/those are _____ and they are utilized for _____ing. 

For _____ing, one uses a _____. 

Word Study 

V-L-2:LI-4: explaining the meaning of grade-
specific academic vocabulary and symbols with 
support.  
  
V-L-2:E-9: determining the meaning of synonyms 
and antonyms to complete word pairs. 
 
V-L-2:B-7: determining the meaning of vocabulary, 
using linguistic Anglo-Saxon base/root words and 
affixes.  
 
 
 

42 

http://home.nordnet.fr/~rmaufroid/pupitre/prepositions/prepositionslien.htm
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Selected Vocabulary Words 

liberty country 

symbol 
revolution 

draft 

deliberate 

delegate 

independence 

government 

patriot 
declare 

Vocabulary - Explicit and in Context 
 

 Word meaning 

 Spelling 

 Vocabulary word in context (examples) 

 Part of speech 

 Pronunciation 

 Word parts (roots and affixes) 

 Synonyms and antonyms 

 Homonyms 

 

Word 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

(Pronunciation) 

Parts of Speech 

Word Parts 

Meaning 

Definition 

Context 

Examples 

Sentence 

Synonyms Antonyms 

• Semantic Web 

 

• Derivative Web 

 

• Multiple Meaning Web 

 
Neuhaus Education Center 

Developing Metacognitive Skills 

Web One – Semantic Web 
 Word:  tender 
Part of Speech:  adjective 
Origin: L. tener-soft 
Definition:  immature, delicate 
 Synonyms: frail, young 
Antonyms: tough, jaded 
6.and 7. Nouns*: buds, grandmother 
8.  Sentence:  The tender buds did not survive the unseasonable frost. 
  
*This part of the Semantic Web will change according to the part of speech of 
the target word.  If the target is an adjective, this part will list nouns that could 
be described by the adjective.  If the target word is a noun, this part will list 
adjectives that could describe the noun.  If the target word is a verb, this part 
will list adverbs that would describe the verb.  If the target word is an adverb, 
this part will list adverbs that would describe the verb.  If the target word is an 
adverb, this part will list verbs that could be described by the adverb. 
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 Web Two – Derivative Web  
 Word:  prospect 
Part of Speech:  noun 
Origin: L.  pro – forward 
                         Spect – to look 
Definition:  A looking forward to 
 Derivatives:  proceed, progress, protract, inspect, spectator, 
respect 
Sentence:  The prospect of studying all night for the exam made 
Jan tired. 
 
 
 

Web Three – Multiple Meanings Web 
(The Teacher uses the same web that is used for 
Derivative Web) 
 Word:  give 
Part(s) of Speech:  verb 
Multiple Meanings:  to hand over, to cause to have, to 
produce, to perform, to give one’s life to, to yield 
 
 
 

Frayer Model 

 

Idea Completions 

• The journalist sketched a draft of the news story 
because …… 

 

• The prisoner regained his liberty because….. 

 

 

• During the carefully planned protest, the crowd 
had a deliberate debate because …… 

Beck 

Interacting with Words 

We’ve talked about these words now we are going to think about them some 
more…. 
 deliberate  independence   declaration 
  

If your parents asked you to drive to Tucson by yourself, would that be an 
example of being deliberate or independence? 
 
If your mom said she might order a pizza for dinner, would that be 
independence or a declaration? 
 
One Context all three words- 
– How do you show independence at school? 
– How would you act if you were deliberately good? 
– What would a declaration for the school look like? 

 
Beck 
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Homophones/Homographs 

V-L-2:LI-11: identifying the meaning of individual words within a 
set of homonyms. 

V-L-2: LI-12:  applying knowledge of homographs in context. 

   

 

Vertical Sentences 

II-L-2:E-9: determining the meaning of synonyms 
and antonyms to complete word pairs.  

  

 

  

 

57 

walked 
ambled 

sauntered 
meandered 
wandered 

 

leisurely 
deliberately 

casually 
easily 

nonchalantly 
 

 

The man             strolled          slowly           down the street. 
 

The man             meandered  nonchalantly    down the street. 
 

Morph House 
  

V-L-2:E-7: identifying the meaning of common prefixes 
and suffixes added to base/root words. 
 

      
 

• Students are given the opportunity to see how adding 
suffixes and prefixes to a base word works to create a 
whole  family of new words. 

 

• This skill also helps students to read and understand 
new words when they are able to recognize a base 
word within a larger word. 

58 

Figurative Language 

hyperbole 
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Idioms 

declare war on/against 
 
 

phrase meaning = 
to announce a serious campaign against a 
type of person or a serious problem 

 
  
 
 

61 

V-L-2:E-19: identifying figurative language with instructional 
support. (e.g., similes, metaphors, personification, idioms, 
etc.)  

To Be Continued… 

 

Reading Domain 

 

Phonemic Awareness 
Comprehension   

 

  

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Language Warm-Up 

20 min 15 min 15 min 15 min 15 min 

Letter Names/Sounds 

Minimal Pairs 

Sound Substitution/Deletion 

Repeat After Me 

Count the Words 

Count the Syllables 

Number 

Rhythm/Intonation/Tongue Twister 

Dictation 

Naming 5 min 5 min 5 min 5 min 5 min 

Describing   5 min     5 min 

Analogies/Word Relationships 5 min   5 min   5 min 

Listening Comprehension 
Read Aloud 15 min 

  
Presentations 15 min 

    

Structured Discusions Function Junction 15 min This or That 15 min 5 min 

Directions   5 min   5 min   

Vocab Frames 5 min 5 min   5 min 5 min 

Word Study 10 min 10 min Vertical Sentence 10 min Morph House 15 min 10 min 

Figurative Language     10 min   10 min 

Lower Proficiency Levels Higher Proficiency Levels 

  Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 
Language Warm-Up 

15 min   15 min     

Letter Names/Sounds 

Minimal Pairs 

Sound Substitution/Deletion 

Repeat After Me 

Count the Words 

Count the Syllables 

Number 

Rhythm/Intonation/Tongue Twister 

Dictation 

Naming   5 min   5 min   

Describing           

Analogies/Word Relationships     15 min   15 min 

Listening Comprehension 
Read Aloud 30 min 

  
Presentations 20 min 

    

Structured Discussions This or That 25 min 
Function Junction       

25 min 30 min 

Directions   15 min       

Vocab Frames 15 min     5 min 5 min 

Word Study   15 min 10 min Morph House 25 min   

Figurative Language         10 min 

 
Tammara Ragsdale 

Director for High Academic Standards– 
OELAS 

Tammara.Ragsdale@azed.gov 

 
Secily Downes 

Education Program Specialist – OELAS 
Secily.Downes@azed.gov 

 

CONTACT US 


