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Description:  There’s a good reason why this principle is foundational for all the others.  In this 
provocative session you will learn what this principle is really about.  You will learn several 
insights into sentence construction that are immediately useful with English learners of all ages.  
From this information, you will hear sentences in brand new ways that will open your eyes to new 
possibilities and outcomes for you and your students.  

	  

 
Outcomes:  Participants in this section will learn: 
 

1.   How your simple definition of “sentence” drastically affects classroom 
practice; 

2. To identify and stop doing the three most common anti-complete sentence 
teacher behaviors;  

3. How to benchmark student sentences to grade level standards;  
4. Three immediately applicable ways to get more syntactically sophisticated 

sentences from your students.   
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

I. Welcome and Proof of Your Miraculous Powers of Syntax   
 
II. A Simple Question:  What is a sentence?    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III. Some Sociolinguistic White Noise to Deter Us From Our Mission    
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
IV. Key Concept   
 

 
 
 
 
 

V. Three Things We Do to Thwart Getting What We Want  
 

To the transcriptions… 
 
Behavior 1:  
 
 
Behavior 2:  
 
 
Behavior 3:  
 
 
  Do you hear yourself in any of these?  
 
 
  

 
VI. Three Ways to Change Classroom Discourse  
 

1.  
 
2.  
 
3.  
   

VII. Comments, Questions, Insights  
 
NOTES ___________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 


