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Disrupting Classroom Discourse: Preparing English Learners for 
Common Core Academic Language Demands

Presented by Dr. Kate Kinsella


The Common Core State Standards and assessments place great emphasis on close reading, discussion, and writing in response to evidence-based informational text. Students will be required to articulate their text comprehension, summarize, and justify claims using complex sentences, precise vocabulary, and grammatical accuracy. From kindergarten to high school graduation, English learners must have successful experiences engaging in structured, accountable academic interaction across the school day to meet the performance expectations of Common Core assessments. They must also be exposed to an articulate command of English in every class and benefit from consistent school-wide instructional principles and practices. Using expert modeling and illustrative classroom video footage, Dr. Kinsella details how schools can establish school-wide academic discourse norms and practices. She provides practical ways in which teachers can expand students’ command of vocabulary through mindful, precise language modeling and consistent use of academic register. Without daily exposure to eloquent delivery from teachers in every class and opportunities for advanced interaction, English learners will never develop the communication skills to actualize their personal and academic goals. 
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Dr. Kate Kinsella develops custom coursework for employed educators in San Francisco State University’s Center for Teacher Efficacy. Her extensive national consultancy, training, and publications focus upon improving achievement of language minority youth. She maintains active classroom involvement by teaching high school English Learners in SFSU’s Step to College Program and providing in-class coaching and model lessons. Dr. Kinsella is proud of the programs she has recently developed to prepare English Learners for Common Core language demands. The Academic Vocabulary Toolkit (2012) published by National Geographic Learning develops mastery of high-utility vocabulary for academic success. English 3D (2011) published by Scholastic addresses the academic oral language and writing needs of adolescent English Learners. Dr. Kinsella also served as the pedagogy guide for Oxford University’s Content Area Picture Dictionaries and Longman’s entire suite of dictionaries for K-12 English Learners. 
In addition to Kate’s plenary address on Thursday, December 13, she will offer two 2 ½ hour Institutes.  On Wednesday afternoon, she will speak on ‘Developing Mastery of High-Utility Academic Vocabulary for Common Core Competencies’ and on Thursday morning, she will speak on ‘Tools to Structure Academic Interaction for Career and College Readiness.’
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