
[Polite Beginnings – Social 
 

Conversation Patterns (from The ESL Teacher’s Book of Lists) 

 



   

e

Tell about Tell  about 

Tell about what you have eaten 
today. Tell about _____________

Tell about Tell about 
Tell about

remember fro
 a place you can 
m when you were 
little.

Tell about _____________

Tell about Tell about 

Tell about so
happened t

mething nice that 
o you this w ek. Tell about _____________

Tell about Tell about 

Tell about your favorite teacher. Tell about _____________

Tell about Tell about 

Tell about a b
re

ook you have read 
cently. Tell about _____________



 

Tell about Tell about 

Tell about a c
to do

hore you don't like 
 at home. Tell about _____________



 



Quick Erase 
chin   thin   thick   sick   stick   stack   tack   shack 

met   melt   melted   belted    belt   bell   bill 

fox   box   ox   ax   at   rat   rang   sang   sing   king 

hat   mat   rat   rate   late   lake   take   make   bake   rake 

tap   tape   cape   cap   map   mat   mate   late   lane   cane 

see   bee   beet   feet   feel   peel   peek   seek   cheek 

mine   fine   dine   line   lane   lake   bake   take 

tide   time   lime   dine   dine   mine   line   lane   cane 

bone   cone   cane   lane   line   dine   mine   fine 

lake   bake   cake   cane   lane   line   fine   fin   pin   pine 

noon   moon   soon   seen   seed   feed   food   mood 

see   bee   fee   feed   need   seed   sad   mad   made 

car   bar   far   jar   tar   star   start   tart 

art   cart   card   hard   harp   harm   farm   far   bar 

rice   dice   nice   mice   ice   ace   face   lace   place 

fee   bee   see   seed   seen   seek   peek   park   bark   bar   bee 

couch   ouch   out   shout   shut   hut   hug   bug   bag 

park   bark   bar   bat   mat   mate   make   lake   late   lane 

see   bee   bay   day   say   pay   play   lay   may   bay 

side   wide   wife   life   line   lane   cane   can   tan 

tea   sea   seal   deal   heal   heat   beat   bean 

mean   bean   lean   leap   lap   tap   tape   shape 

cord   corn   horn   born   barn   bar   far 

horn   born   corn   cord   card   hard   hand   land 

pie   die   lie   tie   tip   rip   ripe   wipe 

pie   lie   tie   time   fine   fin   win   pin   pine 

corn   cord   card   car   bar   bat   cat   sat   say 

lie   die   pie   pit   bit   bite   kite   kit   fit   fix 

Day   ray   Roy   boy   toy   tot   toot   hoot   hot   not   note 

Lie   tie   time   lime   line   like   bike   bake   brake   brakes 

Lie   like   line   lone   cone   cane   can   ban   bay 

Torn   horn   born   barn   bar   far   jar   jay   may   lay   play 

Blue   glue   glum   gum   hum   ham   jam   jay   way   day 

Sue   due   dug   rug   rag   sag   sat   seat   meat    neat   beat 

Rain   gain   main   pain   pan   pin   pine   mine   fine   dine 

Train   rain   ran   pan   pain   main   man   fan   ban   bay   day 

High   sigh   sight   light   might   night   right   bright 

Lean   bean   beat   seat   sea   set   let   leg   log   dog   fog 

grow   glow   low   log   dog   fog   fox   box  ox   ax 

ride   riding   hiding   hide   saving    save   wave   waving   
sharing   share 

hike   hiking   liking   like  pike   poke   poking   joking   jokes 

snow   show   shop   chop   chip   hip   hit   bit   bite 

paw    jaw   law   lawn   fawn   fan   can   cane 

paw   jaw   jam   ham   hay   day   lay   ray   gray 

join   coin   coil   oil   boil   foil 

loan   load   toad   road   roam   foam   foal 

turn   burn   barn   bar   car   card   hard 

toad   road   load   lad   bad   bed   bird 

cow   now   how   hot   lot   not   note   vote 

Instructions: Write the first word on a small whiteboard. Put your 
finger under the first letter and have students make the sound for 
the letter. Slowly touch each letter and have students make the 
sound. Then slide your finger under the word to blend the sounds 
together. Repeat the word.  

Then tell students you are going to try to trick them by changing 
ONE letter in the word. Erase and replace letter. Show students 
for a second and then slowly touch each letter and have them make 
the sounds. Slide your finger under the new word to blend the 
sounds together. Repeat the word.  

Gradually reduce your support so that students can make the 
sounds as you touch and blend on their own.  

From FastTrack Phonics, Success for All 



 
 

A collection of fast-paced strategies to warm up students’ ears and mouths to better hear and produce the sounds of the 
English Language.  
 
Purpose: The strategies are designed to directly teach students how to pronounce the various sounds in English, and 
how to discriminate sounds.  
 
Key Language Skills: Phonology, Syntax  
 
Materials:  alphabet chart, number chart, small strips of paper or white boards, small mirrors,  ABS pipe phones 
 
Procedure: Use some combination of strategies from all of the following categories, depending on the needs of your 
students. 
 
Alphabet Practice  

• Students say all alphabet letters out loud, in order. 
• Students say all letters, backward. 
• Teacher points to certain alphabet letters and students say out loud. 
• Students say all vowels. 
• Students say all consonants. 
• Students are asked to spell their name, names of others. 
• Students are asked to say every third letter, every fourth letter, etc.  
• What letters are in the word “hat”? Use other classroom words. 
• Teacher says a letter. Students write the letter.  

 
Letter Sounds 

• Teacher points to the letter: students make the sound 
• What sounds does the second letter make? Fifth letter, etc.  
• Teacher says a sound. Students write the letter. 

 
Numbers Practice  

• Students count from chart 1 to 50, or 1 to 100. 
• Students count backward from a set number. 
• Students skip count.  
• Teacher points to number and students say aloud. 
• Teach says a number (152, 35, 47 10,987) and students say the individual numbers  
• Teacher says a number: students write the number. 

 
Minimal Pairs/Phrases/Sentences  

• Teacher says two words, Student indicate in writing or with hand signal if the words sound the same or different. 
• Teacher says two phrases: same or different. 
• Teacher says two sentences: same or different. 

 
Repeat After Me  

• Teacher says a sentence. Students have to repeat the sentence exactly with correct pronunciation, intonation, 
rhythm (prosody). 

Listening Drills  
• Teacher says a sentence: students count the number of words. 
• Teacher  says a sentence: students say it backwards. 

 
Rhythm Exercises  

• 1-2-3-4 
• 1 and 2 and 3 and 4 
• 1 and then a 2 and then a 3 and then a 4 
• 1 and then put a 2 and then put a 3 and then put a 4 



• Have students say the alphabet or numbers in a rhythmic pattern, begin with a simple 4/4 beat.  
• Move to adding “and” between each letter, A and B and C and D, etc.  
• Next, add “then a” to the “and,” A and then a B, and then a C, and then a D, etc.  
• Finally, add “put a,” A and then put a B, and then put a C and then put a D, etc.  

 
Intonation  

• Example: Slow Trucks 
• Example: He went fishing. (with surprise, boredom, wonder, etc.) 
• Teacher says phrases or sentences in different tones/emotions such as angry, sarcastic, sad, with surprise, 

boredom, etc. 
Dictation  

• Students write on paper random lists of numbers and letters spoken out loud by the teacher. (license plate game) 
• Students write sentences dictated by teacher.  

 
MINIMAL PAIRS EXAMPLES  
 
 fin/thin  
 fret/threat  
 Fred/thread  
 oaf/loaf  
 deaf/death  
 goal/gore  
 lung/rung  
 seat/sheet  
 sealed/shield  
 sail/shale  
 sigh/thigh  
 clear/clinic  
 clef/club  
 flask/glass  
 flew/glue  
 fled/glade  
 flood/flock  
 glow/flow  
 float/flight  
 glitter/gloom  
 place/slice  

 
MINIMAL PHRASES  
1. to the store/to the door  
2. out at night/out of sight  
3. now’s the time/now it’s mine  
4. once upon a time/once upon a mime  
5. over and out/over and out  
 
MINIMAL SENTENCES  
1. It’s good to be home./ It’s good to be in Rome.  
2. I saw the man cleaning./ I saw the man leaning.  
3. Run as fast as you can to the store./ Run faster than you can to the store.  
4. Turn the light out in the hall./ Turn the white out in the fall.  
5. I walked and talked all night long./ I walk and talk all night long.  
 
REPEAT AFTER ME SENTENCES  
1. Before riding my bike to the park, I should have eaten lunch.  
2. Before writing in his composition book, my best friend should have sharpened his pencil.  
3. Would your mother be willing to drive us to the movies after school today?  
4. Transportation has changed dramatically over the last one hundred years.  
5. Elementary school students wrote letters to the mayor thanking him for his visit last week.  
 
 
 
Heidi Koski 2010 



 



Minimal Pair Card Game 
With this newly fashioned deck it is proposed that students play a simple game called “Fish”. Each student is dealt 
between five and eight cards, the remaining stays in a stack in the middle. 
 
The students then take turns asking each other for cards matching the ones they possess. This game may be done in 
groups of two to six, though four members are probably best. 
 
One student starts by asking one of the other students for a pair to a card they possess in this fashion, “Excuse me, 
(Name of the student they want to ask) ____________, do you have a fifteen?” If the student has it she/he gives it to the 
asking student, then the asking student places the newly made pair down and can ask the same student or any other 
student for another card they possess one of. If, on the next request, the student does not have the card they simply say, 
“No, I don't have it. Sorry.”. Then the student who is doing the asking takes a card from the pile in the center and his or 
her turn is complete. 
 
The process goes round and round until all of the cards have been made into pairs. The student who has the most pairs 
wins. 
 
Once the students have played a few times a small change to the game will improve its effectiveness. If a student hears a 
card being asked for which they possess, on their turn, when they ask for the card they should ask for card with, “May I 
have ____?” rather than “Do you have _____?”, as they know that the student they are asking has the card in question. If 
they do so and are correct they receive an extra turn after making a mistake, if they are mistaken they lose a turn. This will 
both teach them a useful phrase and encourage them to listen during the other students' turns. 
 
This simple game is effective because it forces students to focus both on their pronunciation and listening. One might 
suggest that a simple “repeat after me” exercise with the teacher has the same function. The difference is there is a 
certain amount of pressure as there is an actual need to be understood. For the students to ensure they receive the card 
they need for a pair, they must pronounce correctly or potentially be misheard and not receive the card or receive the 
wrong card. The student being asked is in the same situation, only they must focus and listen to avoid giving the wrong 
card. Any students not participating in the exchange must also listen as a card they possess might be mentioned, giving 
them an opportunity on their turn to ask for it. 
***Picture cards can be found at http://www.speech‐language‐therapy.com/txresources.html 

 

Minimal Pair   “Teek” – tac – to 

Draw a tic tac toe chart on the board. Fill the spaces with some of the minimal pairs that you are practicing. It could look something 
like this.  

 

              peak                         list                             sip 

    

              seep                      usually                          pick 

 

               least                    seen                              sin 

The class is divided into two teams, X and O. Students point to the square they want and pronounce the word in the square. If they 
pronounce it correctly, they can take the square. If they pronounce it incorrectly, they can’t take the square.  

 



 

 

Directions: Students hear a word and have to decide if it is in its noun form or its 
verb form. They do this by listening to the accented part of the word. 

             Noun        Verb                      Noun              Verb 

1. record        record      10. insult              insult 
2. object         object      11. progress         progress 
3. permit        permit        12. reject             reject 
4. suspect      suspect      13. address         address 
5. import        import      14. convert         convert 
6. rebel           rebel               15. check out      check out 
7. present      present      16. cut back        cut back 
8. conflict      conflict      17. contrast        contrast 
9. export        export 

 

 

Extension: Form partners. Write one of the words on the board. First partner says 
the word in one of its forms. The other identifies if it is a noun or verb. Together 
they create a simple sentence using the word in the identified form. (I got a permit 
to cut wood.) They can also create a sentence using both forms of the word. (The 
record was recorded yesterday.) 

From Kevin Clark, Clark Consulting and Training 

 





 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 



“Romeo and Juliet” Point of View  
 

Word list 
• comatose 
• conspire 
• dagger 
• feuding 
• infatuate 
• ingest 
• thwart 

 
 
SOMEBODY_____________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WANTED_______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BUT____________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SO______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
THEN___________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 



Dear Friar, 
 
 It is important that Romeo and Juliet      be allowed    not be 
allowed      to marry because 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

(comatose, conspire, dagger, feuding,infatuate,ingest,thwart) 
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