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ELLs: Who Are They?
Student who answered a “language other than English” for any of 
the three questions on the Primary Home Language Other 
Than English (PHLOTE) and did not score English 
Proficient on the AZELLA

◦ These students are considered ELL even if their parent withdraws them from the 
SEI program and will need to be tested on the AZELLA every spring

FEP
◦ This designation starts the following school year for an ELL student

◦ A student is considered FEP for 2 years

Recently Arrived Limited English Proficient (RALEP)
◦ Not enrolled in SAIS more than one year previous

◦ Is enrolled in SAIS as a member of an ELL program

◦ Their birthplace was outside of the United States
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FEDERAL 
ACCOUNTABILITY 
SYSTEMS

AYP and NAEP

4



ADEQUATE YEARLY 
PROGRESS (AYP)
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Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)

Created to comply with NCLB of 2001
Provides a single-year snapshot of school 
performance
All schools receive an AYP determination 
based on the same criteria
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In 2011, 89% of LEAs made AYP for ELL



Students Used in Calculation
Schools with 40+ students who have a valid AIMS or 
AIMS-A test score

Were enrolled in an AZ school on the spring test date 
or first day of the testing window and were matched in 
SAIS with a valid ID

Full academic year (FAY) students – enrolled in the first 
10 days of the school year and are continuously 
enrolled until the first day of testing 

Did not use alternative accommodations (only standard 
accommodations are allowed for a valid test score)

RALEP students are excluded

FEP1 and FEP2 students are counted as ELL 7



Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)

The school has to achieve Annual Measureable 
Objectives (AMO) or Safe Harbor provisions

95% of enrolled students must be assessed 
(i.e.,  AIMS or AIMS-A)

Attendance/Graduation Rate
◦ A high school must show an 80% four-year 

Graduation rate or show a 2% improvement from 
previous year
◦ An elementary/junior high school has to show a 90% 

attendance rate or show a 1% improvement from the 
previous year.
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Annual Measurable Objectives 
(AMO)

The percentage of students that must 
pass AIMS in order for a school to make 
AYP
AMOs are exclusive by grade for the 
state
A school must reach the AMO criteria for 
both mathematics and reading/language 
arts in each grade
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How many LEAs met these goals for their ELL Group?

Grade

Reading AMO  
Percentage  
Passing 
Requirement

Mathematics 
AMO  
Percentage  
Passing 
Requirement

3 72 65
4 67 63
5 66 58
6 67 57
7 69 58
8 66 58

HS 61 61
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2011 Annual Measureable Objectives



Percentage of Districts that Met the 
ELL Subgroup Requirement for 
AMOs by Grade - 2011
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Safe Harbor Provisions
A school may meet AYP by their subgroups 
achieving “safe harbor” provisions. The 
subgroups have to meet both criteria:

1. 10% decrease in the percentage of students failing 
to meet the standards (i.e.,  AIMS) from the previous 
year

2. Meet the performance goal or make a 1% 
improvement in graduation rate for high 
schools and a 2% improvement in attendance 
rate for elementary/junior high schools
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NATIONAL ASSESSMENT 
OF EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRESS (NAEP)
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National Educational Assessment of 
Educational Progress

Only National assessment in the country

Students are randomly selected

Test grades 4, 8, and 12

NAEP offers the same accommodations for our ELL 
students as we use in our state accountability systems 
(except for bi-lingual booklets which are not used in AZ)

Mathematics, Reading, Science, History, Civics, Geography, 
Civics, Fine Arts, etc.

For 2011, 2% ELL population at Grade 8 (not enough of a 
sample to report NAEP Grade 8 ELL scores for Arizona)
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STATE  
ACCOUNTABILITY 
SYSTEMS

AMAOs, AZ Learns – Legacy, and A-F Letter Grade
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ANNUAL MEASUREABLE 
ACHIEVEMENT 
OBJECTIVES (AMAOS)
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Annual Measureable Achievement 
Objectives (AMAOs)

Yearly increase in the percentage of students making 
progress towards English proficiency, those attaining 
English proficiency, and those students passing AIMS 
objectives

◦ A single year “snapshot” of a Local Education Agency (LEA) 
performance as measured by the number of students 
reclassified

◦ Student progress in consecutive years
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Annual Measureable Achievement 
Objectives (AMAOs)

Students in the calculations:
A student with an AZELLA result that is matched in 
SAIS
Identified as English Language Learners
Has a valid AIMS score
For the ELL AYP Subgroup – all ELL and FEP students 
are included

In 2011 75% of LEAs made AMAOs
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Annual Measureable Achievement 
Objectives (AMAOs)

Three criteria:
1. The students have to demonstrate 19% of 

students making progress (i.e., 2011) on 
proficiency level
1. The students scores are aggregated to the LEA level where the 

student last tested
2. Student has to be enrolled in an ELL program
3. Student must have a prior assessment
4. Need more than 10 students with valid test scores

In 2011, 93% of LEAs are Making Progress
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Annual Measureable Achievement 
Objectives (AMAOs)

Three criteria:
2. An LEA has to increase the number of 

students that reclassified by 19% from 2010 
to 2011.
1. Scored proficient on the AZELLA
2. A language program participation record

In 2011 84% of LEAs Reclassified
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Annual Measureable Achievement 
Objectives (AMAOs)

Three criteria:
3. The ELL Subgroup has to make AYP

1. The LEA has to test 95% of the ELL students in every 
grade/subject combination

2. Meet the Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) 
percentage of students who must pass AIMS for the 
current school year (differ by grade/subject)

3. Have an attendance rate of 90% or a graduation rate 
of 80%

4. Only schools that have 40 or more ELL students of 
are evaluated

In 2011, 89% of LEAs met ELL AYP
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AZ LEARNS - LEGACY
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AZ Learns - Legacy

Created to comply with Proposition 301

Primary focus is look at the change in 
student performance over time

All schools receive a Legacy profile but 
extremely small and alternative schools 
are evaluated under different criteria 
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AZ Learns - Legacy
Status Points – Percent of students passing in 2011 (ELL 
students excluded)

Growth Points – Percent of students improving over 
time (ELL students excluded)

Measure Adequate Progress (MAP) – Individual student 
growth

AIMS pass rate – Percent of highly performing or 
excelling students

ELL Reclassification rate

Graduation/Dropout rate for high schools
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AZELLA Point
Schools with a reclassification rate of 30 percent get 
one point.

Student must be enrolled at least 150 calendar days and 
pass integrity
Latest enrollment used

ELLs ofNumber  Total
edReclassifiNumber   Ratecation Reclassifi =
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In 2011, 687 schools received points for 
ELL reclassification rate
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A-F LETTER GRADE
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A-F Letter Grades

Growth Score 50%
100 points possible

Composite Score 50%
100 points possible
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Composite Score   +     Growth Score         =    A-F Letter Grade
( 100 points possible )  +     ( 100 points possible )   =       200 points possible



Who Is Included?
• Full Academic Year (FAY) students - students enrolled within the 

first ten days of the school’s calendar year and continuously enrolled up 
until the date of testing (FAY = 1)

• Students with a valid test score – (performance > 0)

• ELL students

• SPED students – those students that take AIMS and students whose 

IEP’s allow for testing

• Students with, at minimum, test scores from the two most recent 

school years (i.e., FY10 and FY11)
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Criteria for ELL Bonus points (3)

ELL students enrolled continuously in the ELL program within 
the school for at least 150 calendar days 

Only schools with 16 or more students are evaluated

30% or more of students across all grades reclassified as 
proficient 
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Composite Score – Bonus Points
ELL Classification Rate

* Full academic year (FAY) is not a criteria for ELL bonus points

In 2011, 687 schools received points for ELL 
reclassification rate



ELL Points – For 2011 only
Schools were held accountable to FY2010 ELL data but could 

earn points using FY2011 data in one of three ways:

1. If a school’s rate in 2010 was less than 30% but the 
school met the rate in 2011 reclassification rate

2. If a school met the reclassification rate in 2010 but did 
not meet the rate in 2011

If a school met the reclassification rate in both years, the 
school earned the requisite number of points for Legacy (1 
point) and A-F (3 points). Schools that did not meet the 
reclassification rate in either year did not earn ELL points 
in Legacy or A-F. 

Beginning in 2012,  current year ELL data will be used 
with specific guidelines for inclusion/exclusion
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