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This document contains contact information and a brief description of services
provided by each of the following Pre-approved Program Providers. You must
contact your Pre-approved Program Provider of choice prior to completing the grant
application to determine exact cost and nature of services and/or materials you plan
to purchase. Additional choices may be added as approved through Arizona
Department of Education, Character Education Unit.

For more information on each provider, click on the Provider name below:

1. Big Mouth Presentations, Inc.

2. Boy Scouts of America, Learning for Life

3. Casa Center for Prevention of Abuse and Violence
4. Changing Lives

5. Character Counts!

6. Character First! Education

7. Character Matters

8. Creative Spirit

9. | Care Products and Services

10. Ignite for Schools

11. KOI Education

12. Metamorphosis Consultants LLC

13. Project Wisdom, Inc.

14. The Legacy Character and Logic Development Program
15. Unified Progress International Education
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Big Mouth Presentations, Inc.

Name of Program:  Big Mouth Presentations, Inc.

Contacts: Christopher James Priebe

Address: 6234 W. Behrend Dr. #1112, Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone Number 480-221-5171

Fax Number: 602-926-2363

E-mail info@bigmouthpresentations.com

Website: www.bigmouthpresentations.com

Target Audience: K-12 Youth, parents and educators

Description:

Big Mouth Presentations provides a holistic approach to Character Education. Services are
provided to inspire students, educators and parents to help create a culture of character both on
campus and in the home. For students, K-12 school assemblies are offered and are tailored to be
age appropriate for any grade level. Student Development Meetings with Student Council groups
are also available to train them to become leaders in character on campus, as well as Classroom
Character Workshops, where a presenter will work closely with one classroom for 30 minutes to
speak more in depth on why character is important. For educators and school staff, Synergy
Meetings and Staff Fun Retreats are available to motivate, encourage, and show how character can
be implemented in the classroom without adding more to the teacher’s plate. There are also Parent

Workshops offered in the evenings to inspire parents to continue this work in their homes.
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Boy Scouts of America, Grand Canyon Council Learning for Life

Name of Program:  Learning for Life

Contacts: Natalia Ronceria Caballos
Director of Development
Grand Canyon Council, BSA

Address: 2969 North Greenfield Road, Phoenix, Arizona, 85016
Phone #: 602-955-7747 ext. 224

Fax #: 602-508-8044

E-mail: nceballo@bsamail.org

Website: www.learningforlife.org

Target Audience: K-12 Youth and Educators

Description:
Learning for Life is a program designed to support schools and other youth-serving organizations in

their efforts toward preparing our young people to successfully handle the complexities of today's
society and to enhance their self-confidence, motivation, and self-worth. Learning for Life also
helps youth develop social skills, life skills, strong positive personal values, and assists in the
development of their character. The program prepares youth to make ethical decisions that will

help them achieve their full potential.
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Casa Center for Prevention of Abuse and Violence

Provider: Casa Center for Prevention of Abuse and Violence (a.k.a. Casa)
Contacts: Stephanie Orr, M.C., Executive Director

Address: 2200 North Central Avenue, Suite 201, Phoenix, AZ 85004
Phone: (602) 254-6400

Fax: (602) 254-2466

E-mail: Sorr@casacares.org

Website: WW\W.casacares.org

Description:

Casa’s Character Education Program, Building Positive Schools and Families, provides evidence-
based practices, lessons, activities and experiences which teach students, their families and school
staff how to build positive social and emotional competencies, and healthy relationship skills; while

learning how to reduce meanness and bullying to build a safe school climate.

Casa’s program provides 1) Initial in-service presentation to school administration and staff to
introduce the concepts of and Social/Emotional Learning (SEL), Casa’s Character Education (CE)
and Bullying Prevention (BP) program. Casa then implements a customized program for each

school accomplished through a three-part model.

2) Setting up weekly groups to proactively facilitate weekly CE/SEL/Bullying prevention groups
for students (an average of 7 students per grade level) who have been identified by School
Principals as exhibiting aggressive negative behaviors or who lack strong, positive character traits

including positive social/emotional skills.

3) Integrating Monthly CE/SEL/BP presentations in classrooms in the school.
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4) Leading monthly teacher presentation/activity/experience in existing staff meetings to teach
teachers how to integrate CE/SEL/BP into their academic curricula.

5) Increasing parent engagement through Community support and provide trainings for parents
to build CE/SEL/BP knowledge and skills. Casa extensively utilizes SEL/CE/BP stories, examples
of real life heroes, visual media, mentors, pre and post surveys with parents, students and teachers

in implementation of the Casa 5-Track model.

www.azed.gov/character-education/ 5 Top of List



(XA rizona

Department of Education

ARIZONA CHARACTER EDUCATION MATCHING GRANT
PRE-APPROVED PROGRAM PROVIDERS
Fiscal Year 2013-2014

Changing Lives

Name of Program: Changing Lives

Name of Provider: Character Development International

Contact Name: Larry McGuire

Address: 304 South Sibley Avenue, Litchfield, MN 55355

Phone Number: 1-800-932-7235

Fax Number: 1-320-693-7905

Email: larrym@mark1.org

Website: www.cdi-changinglives.com

Target Audience: Teachers, guidance counselors, support staff, administrators, board members,

parents, community leaders

Description:
The mission of Changing Lives is to “transform the attitudes, words and behaviors everywhere

people learn, work and live together.” The Changing Lives K-12 classroom curriculum and the
Coaching to Change Lives extracurricular curriculum focus on universally accepted character
values. The student workbooks can be customized with student planners and other information
relevant to a specific school. National/regional training events are available for schools looking for
data on culture and climate changes within the school. Assessment data from students and teachers
can also be compared. The program has been designed to be teacher friendly requiring minimal to
no preparation. The format is story and interaction based. One of 36 character qualities is
addressed each week. About 12-15 minutes of class time are required on a daily basis. Changing
Lives moves beyond awareness to connecting character values to life skills. Changing Lives

schools see significant culture and climate transformation through reducing behavior and
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disciplinary issues while increasing student and teacher attendance. This results in more classroom

time to achieve the school’s educational agenda.
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Character Counts!

Name of Program: Character Counts!

Contacts: Jeff McMurdy

Address: 9841 Airport Blvd., Suite 300, Los Angeles, CA 90045
Phone: (310) 846-4805

Fax: (310) 846-4800

E-mail: jmcmurdy@jiethics.org

Website: www.CharacterCounts.org

Target Audience:  Teachers, administrators, coaches, school support staff & admin., community
youth service providers

Description:
CHARACTER COUNTS! (CC!) is the nation’s most widely implemented approach to character

education. It’s an easy to implement framework based on the Six Pillars of Character:
trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship and an ethical decision
making model. CC! is not an add-on and is designed to easily integrate into existing curriculum and
programs. When implemented, CC! has a dramatic and lasting effect on school culture, and many
organizations have reported dramatic drops in discipline referrals and negative behavior as soon as

their first year of implementation.

To support educators and youth service professionals in their character development efforts,
CHARACTER COUNTS! provides high quality training, educational resources, and consultation.
The key to effective implementation is the Character Development Seminar (CDS), a three-day
certification training designed to provide participants with all the tools and knowledge to effectively
start or enhance a character development initiative. The CDS is a train-the-trainer seminar, and we
recommend training at least 5-10% of an organization’s total staff in the CDS. This group should

be reflective of different roles and positions within an organization. These individuals will then
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train their colleagues and serve as onsite character development “experts”. We hold trainings
throughout the year in locations across the country. The full schedule can be found at

www.charactercounts.org/CDS. There are also options to host a CDS or one-day in-service program

locally.

In addition to training, CC! offers a wide variety of educational support materials including
classroom activities and lessons based on the Six Pillars, parenting resources, music and video
series, posters, banners, and more. There are also specialized resources available to address topics
like bullying prevention, cheating prevention, and youth sports. All of our offerings can be found

online at: www.charactercounts.org/materials.

Lastly, CHARACTER COUNTS! provides support and consultation to ensure that organizations
achieve their character development goals using CC! Member organizations and seminar graduates
have unlimited access to our program staff to help them navigate issues such as program evaluation,

building buy in, and sustainability.

Arizona residents also have many special services available to them. CC! has received bipartisan
support for many years in Arizona. Originally formed under former Governor Hull and continued
under Governor Napolitano, the state’s character education initiative hosts in-state Character

Development Seminars for Arizona residents and offers one-day workshops throughout the state.

To learn more, we encourage you to visit our website: www.CharacterCounts.org or contact us

directly at 800-711-2670 or cc@jiethics.org. We are happy to answer any questions you may have

and can work with you to develop an implementation plan for your community.
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Character First! Education

Name of Provider: ~ Character First — Strata Leadership

Publisher of Character First! Education curriculum

Contact Name: Kent Fahrenbruck

Address: 105 North Hudson, Suite 650, Oklahoma City, OK 73102
Phone Number: 405-255-2890

Fax Number: 405-815-0002

E-Mail: kfahrenbruck@characterfirst.com

Website: www.characterfirst.com

Target Audience: All school staff

Description:
Are you looking for solutions to the character challenges you face in the classroom? Are you

looking for ways to teach your students how to make good decisions? If so, Character First!
Education may offer the training and resources you need.

Training:

In-service training is vital so that teachers know how character can be integrated with their regular
schools activities as they emphasize good character, correct character deficiencies and reinforce
positive character with praise. Live training seminars (4 hours) can be scheduled to provide on site
training for teachers and faculty, or schools can take advantage of a 6-part video series to train
teachers at their own pace.

Curriculum:

The Character First! Education curriculum provides a host of lessons teachers can pick and choose
to explain each character quality to their students. The curriculum includes a 16 page Teacher’s
Guide with stories, object lessons, reading assignments, or other activities for wither primary or

secondary grade levels. Support materials such as posters, music, Student Guides (elementary,
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middle and secondary levels) and collectible Character Cards are also available to reinforce each
lesson.

Implementation:

Most schools focus on nine character qualities each year — usually one per month. On the appointed
day, teachers introduce the new quality, its definition, and five key concepts provided in the
curriculum. This can be done during home room time, in a school wide assembly, by counselors or
by the classroom teacher. The quality is then reinforced throughout the following days and weeks
using life’s teachable moments plus activities and lessons selected from the Teacher’s Guides. The
last step is for teachers to follow an effective plan for praising their students as they see them
exhibit good character in their lives. Character recognitions provide the positive affirmation needed

to change student attitudes.

For more information regarding training and curriculum, please go to our website at

www.characterfirst.com.
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Character Matters

Name of Provider: Character Matters

Contact Name: Wade Salem

Address: 18068 W. Carmen Dr., Surprise, AZ 85388
Phone: 814-450-6450

E-mail: wadesalem@hotmail.com

Website: www.coachcharacter.com

Description of Services:

Character Matters provides superior training, resources and support to coaches who desire to impact
their players by incorporating character within their programs.

We believe that when sports and character are combined in your coaching, lives change and
coaching fulfills its purpose. Character Matters has empowered hundreds of coaches nationwide to
make a positive contribution to their team, school and community with our

Character Game Plan.

Based here in Arizona, we are currently impacting multiple schools, coaches, teams and thousands
of kids on a weekly basis.

Our School Package will equip coaches to incorporate character in their teams in a powerful way.
Here is what we provide:

1. Coaches Training: We offer exceptional training experiences for coaches on the significance of
character and why coach it. Getting your coaches on board when it comes to incorporating character
is absolutely critical in building a lasting foundation.

2. Character Curriculum: Coaches are looking for an easy, effective and practical tool to help
them clearly communicate character to their teams. This is it! A coach will receive an outstanding
resource to execute a “Theme of the Week” which will help their players discover the life changing
qualities during the season.

3. Online Support:
Coaches will receive practical tips, insights and encouragement throughout the year.
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Creative Spirit

Name of Program:  Healthy Play Is a Solution / Joy in Learning Training and Consults

Contact Name: Spencer Gorin, C.0.0. of Creative Spirit

Address: 6062 East Beverly, Tucson, AZ 85711

Phone Number: (520) 878-9223, (800) 742-0708

Fax Number (520) 878-9224

E-mail: Sgorin@aol.com; spencergorin@gmail.com

Website: www.healthyplay.us, www.joyinlearning.com

Target Audience: Teachers, youth service professionals and paraprofessionals, school support
staff and administrators, students, community providers of youth services,
parents.

Description:

Build Character, Make School Playgrounds Safe, and Unite Your Staff in integrating the values of
caring, compassion, initiative, respect, personal responsibility, and trust as an important part of
daily instruction. These are the positive outcomes principals and teachers report seeing in their
students after their Creative Spirit training program was implemented. Creative Spirit's Joy in
Learning / Healthy Play Is a Solution is a program that works! Creative Spirit’s character education,
classroom and playground management and anti-bullying program offers educators and students
simple, effective and even fun techniques to practice qualities of good character, support academic
standards, and promote emotional and physical health. The same program also increases a school
community's ability to readdress academics in a playful and nurturing manner without adding
additional burdens for hard working teachers. Based on concepts from our book, Learning to Play,
Playing to Learn, our trainings and materials can provide professional staff and school community
members with strategies and practical “hands-on” game activities to recognize, reinforce, and
practice character values and skills through mindful classroom and playground management. You

can train your entire staff in the complete training through our six-hour training with individualized
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in-classroom consultations or select a few teachers for our Two-day Train the Trainer format.

Unique to the Healthy play program, our staff can work directly with students and teachers in their
classrooms. As an added benefit, your staff will experience a team-building approach, which will

reduce stress, build morale, and inspire creativity through informative play and discussion.
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I-Care

Name of Provider: “I Care” Products & Services

Contact Name: Elbert D. Solomon

Address: P.O. Box 492; Americus, GA 31709
Phone Number: 229-928-5900 (Ext. #10)

Fax Number: 229-928-9922

E-mail: icare@icarenow.com

Website: WWW.icarenow.com

Description:

“I Care” is a family—focused, research—based positive parenting character curriculum that integrates
parental involvement, character development, and community involvement into the core curriculum
of the school. The curriculum facilitates parents having more positive character—building activities
with their children at home, teachers teaching character at school, and community partners
reinforcing character in the community. The “I Care” curriculum is practical, structured, and
enables schools to measure parent participation, parental involvement, mastery of character traits,
and community involvement in character education monthly for each student, classroom, school,
and school district. “I Care” helps students and parents understand what is expected of them and
teachers gain a better understanding of families’ cultural lifestyles. Onsite training and train—the—

trainer certification conferences are available to facilitate mastery of the implementation process.
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Ignite for Schools

Name of Provider:  “Ignite Consulting, LLC”

Contact Name: Ashoke Menon

Address: 6721 — 84" St., Ct. NW, Gig Harbor, WA 98332
Phone Number: 800-567-6414, 253-857-5116

Fax Number: 253-853-2792

E-mail: Ashoke.menon@igniteforschools.com

Website: www.igniteforschools.com

Description:

IGNITE is a school services company that specializes in empowering students to become a part of
your solution. The lead program, IGNITE CHARACTER, provides on-campus student training on
a monthly basis to implement character education and peer mentoring. IGNITE provides student-
driven character based solutions, designed specifically to reduce disciplinary incidents, reduce
dropout rates and improve school climate. IGNITE is your training and implementation partner...

right on your campus with your students.

IGNITE CHARACTER asks teachers to nominate a cadre of student "Character Ambassadors”,
who are trained as role models on your campus. We recommend a true representation of your
student body, not only your ‘superstar students’. These Character Ambassadors are formed into
teams of 3-4 students... the older students leading and mentoring the younger team members.
IGNITE provides on-campus student training each month, based on character themes of the “6
Pillars”, as well as diversity, bullying/cyber-bullying, conflict resolution, self-esteem/self-respect,
and alcohol/tobacco/drug abuse. The IGNITE CHARACTER program consists of one full-day
kickoff training, and six selected lessons. Each school is able to customize their own program by

choosing desired topics.
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IGNITE FRESHMAN TRANSITIONS, the high school program, is also built on monthly character
based themes, designed to have each upperclassman mentor team up with 5 freshmen, guiding them

to begin a successful high school experience.

Both IGNITE CHARACTER and IGNITE TRANSITIONS function on the premise that students
can be our greatest asset in any building when given the proper platform and training. Building

character based relationships is the foundation of IGNITE.

www.azed.gov/character-education/ 17 Top of List



(XA rizona

Department of Education

ARIZONA CHARACTER EDUCATION MATCHING GRANT
PRE-APPROVED PROGRAM PROVIDERS
Fiscal Year 2013-2014

KOI Education

Provider: KOI Education

Contact: Angel Jannasch-Pennell

Address: 424 South 2" Street, Suite 105, Phoenix, AZ 85004
Phone: (602) 320-0280

E-mail: info@koi-education.com

Website: www.koi-education

Description:

KOI Education was founded on the principles of providing research-based Knowledge, Outcomes,
and Impact to the educational community. The founders of KOI Education have been providing
Positive Behavior Intervention & Supports training and support to schools and school districts for

the past 11 years.

As leaders and directors of various projects within the state including -Arizona Behavioral Initiative
(ABI), Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports of Arizona (PBISAz), Behavior Education
Research and Technology (BERT), and now KOI Education, we have assisted schools in the design
and enhancement of school environments to ensure the most effective implementation of School-

Wide Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (SW-PBIS).

Our organization has provided educators, administrators and other education professionals with
technical assistance and evidence-based methods to assist schools in creating sustainable positive
teaching and learning environments for all staff and students. We emphasize the presentation,
adoption, and sustained use of research-validated practices and systems, focusing not only on
traditional skill-building and staff development activities, but also on increasing the capacity of
management personnel (e.g., administrators, specialists, and school psychologists) and programs to
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sustain positive behavior intervention efforts over time. It has always been our goal to provide

capacity building.
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Metamorphosis Consultants LLC

Name of Provider: Metamorphosis Consultants LLC
Name of Program: Metamorphosis Training
Contact: James M. Jenkins, Ed.D.
Address: 9620 Rosewood Drive

Denton, Texas 76207
Phone: 480 206-3303 or 480 823-3822 (cell)
Target Audience: K-12 Schools students and teachers
E-mail: camjenkins@msn.com
Description:

Metamorphosis Consultants is an agent for Metamorphosis Training whose mission is to liberate the
positive potential in of every one of us through the power of choice. The program provides specific
tools that students, teachers, and parents can use immediately to transform thinking, learning, and
communicating (TLC). Character traits including caring, initiative, respect, responsibility, and trust
are developed. The curriculum also includes real-life stories about leaders and families /that will
enforce concepts from the program. After implementing Metamorphosis Training, schools report
an increase in student engagement and attendance with a decrease in office referrals, tardies, and

bullying.

The format involves a full-day workshop with the school's staff conducted by Metamorphosis
Training facilitators. Adhering to the best practice models of Guided Instruction and
Apprenticeship, Metamorphosis Consultants regularly lead one-hour training sessions for classroom
teachers to practice introducing each TLC tool to their classes. Metamorphosis Consultants then

observe teachers in action with their students and later debrief following their presentations.
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Assessment of the program is an internationally utilized Social /Emotional Learning pre/post school
climate survey for the school in addition to an individual emotional intelligence assessment for each
student. The personalized survey results are used to tailor instruction for students. Following up,
Metamorphosis Consultants periodically revisit the school to observe, address questions, and work
with students and teachers.

Metamorphosis Consultants can also provide an additional 6-week two-hour after-school program
for grades 4-8 entitled Build a Better Robot--Build a Better You. LEGO Mindstorms Kits are used
to build computer programmable robots for a better world. Social/Emotional Learning lessons
provide the tools to build better lives and relationships for students. Teachers are provided training

to be able to perpetuate the program.
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Project Wisdom

Provider: Project Wisdom

Contact: Suzanne Johnsen, Vice President

Address: 2340 E. Trinity Mills Road, Suite 300, Carrollton, TX 75006
Phone Number: 800-884-4974

Fax Number: 972-478-4452

E-mail: SuzanneJ@ProjectWisdom.com

Website: www.ProjectWisdom.com

Description:

Project Wisdom is one of the oldest and most respected character education programs in the nation.
Our program is currently licensed in over 19,000 schools nationwide. There are three key
components to this nationally-recognized, proven-effective program that comprise our approach to

character education. Each component supports the other.

(1) For the Campus

Project Wisdom Online Library of Broadcast Messages

The centerpiece of the program is a series of thought-provoking inspirational messages that are
narrated over your PA or in-house television system. In just one minute a day, you can reach every
student and every staff member with a few Words of Wisdom that will uplift and promote a more
positive and effective school climate.
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(2) For the Classroom

Easy-to-implement lesson plans

The entire staff will have access for one year to our highly-rated and easy-to-implement online
collection of lesson plans. These materials help students build character and develop social-
emotional competencies while addressing important and relevant issues such as bullying, cheating,
and academic achievement. Each plan contains thought-provoking discussion generators and

follow-up activities for each grade level (elementary) or core academic area (secondary).

(3) For the Educators

Professional Support and Just For You messages

Every registered user will be sent by email during the school year the following Professional
Support: 1) a weekly Just For You message. 2) Easy-to-implement, high-quality character education
materials. 3) Best practices and uplifting stories shared by educators just for educators (Teacher's
Story).
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TCI Solutions, LLC

Provider: The Legacy Character and Logic Development Program
Contact Name: Deon Clark

Address: 7455 N. 95" Ave., Suite 1038, Glendale, AZ 85305
Phone Number: 602-512-9091

Fax Number: 877-880-5842

E-mail: deon.ceol@gmail.com

Website: www.tliteam.org

Description:

The Legacy Character and Logic Development Program is a curriculum and evidenced-based,
culturally relevant program where students learn to value themselves, their education and their
future. Students also learn to think critically, make sound decisions, and accept responsibility for
their futures. We utilize highly skilled and credible facilitators to provide in person direct
facilitation, as well as on-line interactive media. We train students in over 30 competencies, spread

throughout 7 comprehensive learning modules to accomplish our goal.

Legacy also offers the following services:
e High Intensity Focus Groups in which we provide the platform to effectively intervene,
assess, and correct significant student challenges.
e Motivational Speaking Engagements, where we provide highly engaging and effective
speakers to address students on a wide range of topics. Our speakers are credible, and have
a genuine passion to help students to become successful.
e Staff Professional Development in which we provide training for staff and teachers in

Classroom Management and Cultural Relevance.
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Unified Progress International Education (UPI)

Provider: Unified Progress International Education (UPI)
Contacts: Mr. Frank Crump, President

Address: 1849 East Lynx Place, Chandler, AZ 85249

Phone: (310) 597-8727

E-mail: fcrump@upieducation.org or frankecrump@cox.net
Website: www.upieducation.org

Description:

UPI provides a unique, copyrighted, dynamic and proactive Life Skills Training Solutions™ curriculum

which has been designed for students, 5" — 12" grade including Alternative and college programs.

The training develops character while improving academic and personal excellence - helping students to

understand what society will expect and demand of them and what it will take for them to be successful.

Measurable reporting is obtained via student assessments including pre and post testing; which allows for
tailoring to meet specific student needs and age appropriateness. The 30-60 hour UPI Life Skills Training
Solutions™ curriculum has been taught as an “accredited” 12-week school course and as an “after-school”

program.

Students who have completed the UPI curriculum have on average shown:
- 16.4% increase in school Grade Point Average (GPA)
- 23.6% reduction in school absences

- 0% zero, school disciplinary action

www.azed.gov/character-education/ 25 Top of List


mailto:fcrump@upieducation.org
mailto:frankecrump@cox.net
http://www.upieducation.org/

XX A rizona
Department of Education

ARIZONA CHARACTER EDUCATION MATCHING GRANT
PRE-APPROVED PROGRAM PROVIDERS
Fiscal Year 2013-2014

School staff will have complete free access to an easy to implement online collections of lesson
plans to strengthen teaching and in school learning. These lesson plans place emphasis on teachers
increasing their knowledge of a subject and on their developing teaching strategies that will be
effective with their students. At the core of these collections is a series of seminars on subjects in

the humanities, sciences, and character building.
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