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Program Name Veterinary Assistant 

Program CIP Code 51.0808.00 

Program Description and 
Coherent Sequence 

The Veterinary Assistant program prepares students to 
participate in teams, solve problems, think critically and implement 
effective solutions. The program is designed and delivered as a 
coherent sequence of experiences using technical instruction, 
academic foundations, experiential learning, supervised 
occupational experience, leadership and personal development 
through the Career and Technical Student Organization HOSA. 
 
The following describes the recommended sequence of courses 
yet to be developed that will be necessary for initial employment 
or continued related education. 
 
Fundamentals of Veterinary Assisting: This course prepares 
students to apply academic and technical knowledge and skills of 
the Veterinary Assistant in an academic setting. 
 
Veterinary Assisting I: This course prepares the student to 
provide patient management, care and clinical procedures 
assistance as well as owner communication. 
 
Veterinary Assisting II: This course includes instruction in animal 
nursing care, animal health and nutrition, animal handling, clinical 
laboratory procedures, patient and owner management and 
applicable standards and regulations. Upon completion of this 
course the student will be able to apply their academic knowledge 
in a postsecondary setting. 
 
Work-based learning: Students have the opportunity to 
participate in either an Veterinary Assistant Clinical experience, 
Cooperative Education experience or an Internship 
 

Industry Validated Standards http://www.azed.gov/career-technical-
education/files/2016/03/technical-standards-veterinary-assistant-
51080800.pdf  
 

Specialized Equipment Holding kennels 
Kennel blow dryer 
Microhematocrit centrifuge 
Differential counter 
Microscopes 
Refractometer 
Hemocytometer 
Muzzles 
Ophthalmoscope 
Ultrasonic cleaner 
Autoclave 
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Clippers 
Clipper blades 
Blade wash 
 
Equipment List can be accessed here: 
 
http://www.azed.gov/career-technical-
education/files/2011/11/equipment-list-veterinary-assistant-
51080800.pdf  
 

Industry Recognized 
Certifications 

 Certified Veterinary Technician 
 Certified Veterinary Assistant 

 

CTE End-Of- Program (EOP) 
Technical Skill Assessment 
(TSA) Y/N 

N (To be developed for 2017) 
 

Current EOP TSA Pass Score N/A 
 

Participation in JTED Program 
Qualifies Students for These 
Employment Opportunities 

Critical Care Veterinary Assistant  
Veterinary Assistant 
Animal Care Assistant 
Surgical Veterinary Assistant 
Certified Veterinary Technician 
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SB1525 JTED Course and Program Requirements 

Requires students obtain passing 
score of 60% on assessment  
15-391(3)(b) Page 1/20-24 & 15-
391(5)(b) Page 2/1-6 

No (To be developed for 2017) 
The passing score for the Certified Veterinary Assistant 
exam is 75%.  
 

Not a Course Required under  
Minimum Course of Study including 
Honors 15-391(3)(d) Page 1/27-29 

No 
 

Majority of Instructional Time in Lab 
/ Field / Work Based Learning 
Environment 15-391 (3)(e) Page 
1/30-32 and  
 
 
 
 
Requires CTSO Participation 15-
391(5)(d) Page 2/10-13  

Yes, most of the Veterinary Assisting courses are taught in a 
lab environment. Students learn in a veterinary office-type 
environment. They work with kennels, kennel blow dryer, 
microhematocrit centrifuge, differential counter, 
microscopes, refractometer, hemocytometer, muzzles, 
ophthalmoscope, computers and patient computer software. 
 
 
HOSA 
 

Demonstrated Need for Extra 
Funding for a course 15-391 (3)(f) 
Page 1/33-34 

Yes, most of the Veterinary Assisting courses are taught in a 
lab environment. Students learn in a veterinary office-type 
environment. They work with kennels, kennel blow dryer, 
microhematocrit centrifuge, differential counter, 
microscopes, refractometer, hemocytometer, muzzles, 
ophthalmoscope, computers and patient computer software. 
 

Specialized Equipment Exceeds 
Cost of Standard Course 15-
391(3)(g) Page 1/35-36 and 15-
391(5)(c) Page 2/7-9 

Yes, autoclave, holding kennels, halter, lead rope, kennel 
blow dryer, microhematocrit centrifuge, differential counter, 
microscope, refractometer, hemocytometer, muzzles, 
computer hardware, ophthalmoscope, etc. 
 
http://www.azed.gov/career-technical-
education/files/2011/11/equipment-list-veterinary-assistant-
51080800.pdf  
 

Alignment through Curriculum, 
Instructional Model and Courses 
Sequence 15-391(5)(e) Page 2/15-18 

Yes 
State-established course sequence for the Veterinary 
Assisting program consists of 3 Carnegie Units of Instruction 
with the option of an additional Carnegie Unit Internship or 
Cooperative Education. 
 

Defined Pathway to Career and 
Postsecondary Ed in Specific 
Vocation or Industry 15-391(5)(f) 
Page 2/19-21 

Yes, Certified Veterinary Assistant 
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Fills High Need Vocation or Industry 
as Determined by CTE/ADE  15-
391(5)(j) Page 2/30-31 

Yes, from 2014-2024 there will be a 19% increase in the 
demand for veterinary assistants in Arizona. The average 
wage for a Veterinary Assistant in Arizona is $15.29 an 
hour. 
 

Requires a Single or Stackable 
Credential or a Skill that allows a 
student to obtain work 15-391(5)(k) 
Page 2/32-35 

Yes, in order to take the exam for certification, the applicant 
must apply to the Arizona Board of Veterinary Medicine. The 
applicant shall be of good moral character and at least 
eighteen years of age and shall furnish satisfactory evidence 
of graduation from a two-year curriculum in veterinary 
technology and be a U.S. Citizen. They must provide three 
Moral Character Reference Forms from persons not related 
to them and who have known them a minimum of three 
years. Once the applicant passes the exam, they can then 
apply with the Arizona Board of Veterinary Medicine for their 
Certified Veterinary Assistant. This is a written exam and 
requires a passing score of 75%. 
 

Leads to certification or licensure 
verified by that vocation or industry 
that qualifies student for 
employment which the student 
would not otherwise qualify.  15-
391(5)(l) Page 2/36-39 

Yes, Certified Veterinary Assistant. This is a written exam 
and requires a passing score of 75%. 
 

If no certification or licensure is 
accepted by vocation or industry, 
completion of program must qualify 
student for employment for which 
student would not otherwise qualify 
without completing JTED program.  
15-391(5)(l) Page 2/39-43 

N/A 
 

Requires instruction and 
instructional materials substantially 
different from and exceed scope of 
standard instruction and include 
skills, competencies and knowledge 
to be successful in JTED program 
vocation or industry. 15-391(5)(m) 
Page 2/44-45 and 3/1-3 

Yes, most of the Veterinary Assisting courses are taught in a 
lab environment. Students learn in a veterinary office type 
environment. They work with kennels, kennel blow dryer, 
microhematocrit centrifuge, differential counter, 
microscopes, refractometer, hemocytometer, muzzles, 
ophthalmoscope, computers and patient computer software. 
 

Industry provided financial or 
technical support. 15-391(5)(n) Page 
3/4-8 

 Serves on industry standards development and 
validation committees 

 Serves on state and local advisory boards 
 Provides work-based learning experiences 
 Donates equipment and supplies 
 Serves as classroom speakers and resources 
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Demonstrated need for extra 
funding in order to provide JTED 
program 15-391(5)(o) Page 3/9-11 

Yes, most of the Veterinary Assisting courses are taught in a 
lab environment. Students learn in a veterinary office type 
environment. They work with kennels, kennel blow dryer, 
microhematocrit centrifuge, differential counter, 
microscopes, refractometer, hemocytometer, muzzles, 
ophthalmoscope, computers and patient computer software. 
 

 

Eligibility Yes No 

JTED 
The Veterinary Assistant program meets the requirements for 
JTED compliance and eligibility  

x  

CTE Federal 
Perkins and 
State Priority 

The Veterinary Assistant program meets the requirements for 
Perkins and is eligible to generate CTE State Priority funding. 

x  

 

 


