
 

Equipment List 

Music/Audio Production  
The following list is intended only as a starting point to ensure all the AZ State Standards can be met.  There are countless 
additional options and possibilities to further expand the experience for the students – expanded studio tracking and 
control rooms, expanded live performance rig, Music Theory software, etc.    These options will vary greatly based on 
instructor experience, priorities, and specific program needs per individual schools and districts.  Therefore this list 
constitutes the bare minimum, not the ideal. 

Hardware:                                 (One for every three students) 
PC 
**Must have at least: 

• 3.5 GHz quad-core Intel Core i7 Processor 
• 4 GB of RAM (8 GB recommended); Pro Tools HD—8 GB of RAM (16 GB recommended) 

• Minimum 15 GB free hard disk space for installation 

• USB port for iLok authorization 
• 21.5” Widescreen LED  

Apple/MAC 
**Must have at least: 

• 3.4 GHz quad-core Intel Core i7 Processor 
• 4 GB of RAM (8 GB recommended); Pro Tools HD—8 GB of RAM (16 GB recommended) 

• Minimum 15 GB free hard disk space for installation 

• USB port for iLok authorization 
• 21.5” Widescreen LED 

Software: 
PC 

• Pro Tools LE Education license 
• Other DAW’s (Digital Audio Workstation) are optional but Pro Tools is the current industry 

standard DAW 
 
Apple/MAC  

• Pro Tools LE Education license 
• Other DAW’s (Digital Audio Workstation) are optional but Pro Tools is the current industry 

standard DAW 
 
 
Basic Lab:         

• Basic Lab Recording Station (generally to be placed in a lab with other stations) 
o Audio Interface (USB or Firewire)  - 2 channels minimum 

 Must be licensed/approved by DAW manufacturer to work with DAW 
o External Harddrive – 7200rpm or SSD or similar, no 5600rpm 

 Technically optional, but most DAWs will run far more efficiently  
o MIDI controller keyboard – 25 key minimum, avoid mini keys if possible 
o Headphone Distribution Amp  

 Allows multiple students to hear session work simultaneously 
o Studio Desk or similar to hold equipment 

 
 



Basic Mix Room Station  
(generally to be placed in a separate, isolated work space, number based on spaces available) 

• Same as the Basic Lab Recording Station with the following alterations: 
o Pair of studio monitor speakers 
o Headphone distribution amp is optional so long as headphones can be used at station 

when tracking, for example, vocals, without requiring the monitor speakers to be on 
  
Items 

• Audio Mixer 
o Must have at least 8 mic preamps 

• FOH speakers for live PA 
o Powered or unpowered with power amp 

• MON speakers for live PA 
o Powered or unpowered with power amp 

• Microphones - can be used for both studio and live applications to reduce initial program 
costs 

o Shure SM58 or similar dynamic 
• 1 per every 3 students in a class section (not per entire program) 

o AKG Perception 420 or similar condenser 
• 1 per every 10 students in a class section (not per entire program) 

• 1 Acoustic drum kit with hardware and cymbals 
• 1 Digital Piano/keyboard 
• Electric guitars (acoustics are optional as they can create serious issues of volume in an 

open lab) 
o 1 per every 3 students in a class section (not per entire program); this number may 

vary if students are able to bring in their own instruments 
• Bass guitars 

o 1 per every 5 students in a class section (not per entire program); this number may 
vary if students are able to bring in their own instruments 

• Guitar/bass storage racks 
• 2 Electric Guitar Amps or simulation pedals 
• 1 Bass guitar amp or simulation pedal 
• 1 keyboard amp or simulation pedal 
• DI boxes 

o 1 per every 3 students in a class section (not per entire program) 
• Headphones 

o 1 set per student - optionally students use personal ear-buds, etc. with 3.5mm to ¼” 
adaptor  

• Sound treatment (absorption) materials 
o Will not remedy issues of isolation (or lack thereof) but will help to mitigate room 

anomalies, particularly Mix Rooms 
• Assorted cables (XLR, ¼” unbalanced, etc.)  
• Assorted Mic stands (boom, straight, etc.) 
• Cloud space for projects and portfolio 

 


