Students with Attention Disorders

RPOS CTE Education Professions (EP) Supplemental Curriculum

Lesson Plan Title:   Students with Attention Disorders  
Timeframe:   1 - 50 minute class period
CTE EP Technical Standard:  
7.0 - Comprehend the issues related to exceptional learners

7.1 - Explain the criteria and definitions related to exceptional learners including children with learning disabilities and children who are gifted

13.2 - Investigate a new technology application that can be used to improve teaching and/or learning
Arizona Employability Standard: 
1.0 - Complex Communication:  Employs complex communication skills in a manner that adds to organizational productivity.
-Demonstrates mastery of traditional communications skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening within organizational contexts.

-Exchanges knowledge and processes among team members, colleagues, and clients.

Resources Used (Books, Websites, Etc.):   http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds 
	Objectives

1. Students will identify signs of inattention, hyperactivity and impulsivity.

2. Students will define the guidelines for determining behaviors indicating ADHD.

3. Students will describe the three attention control systems and the typical behaviors that correspond to each.

4. Students will describe students with attention deficit disorders.

	
	  
	                Essential Question

1.  Why is it important to be able to diagnose children with attention disorders?




Vocabulary Words and Definitions
Impulsivity – difficulty controlling one’s actions

Saliency Determination – selecting, filtering, the important information coming into one’s brain

Dopamine Neurotransmitter – a chemical in the brain that helps with attention

Introductory Activity and Instructional Activity 1, 2, 3, etc.
	Activity
Introductory

Time

(1) - 50 minute class period
	Materials

Attachment #: 
1 – “Frayer” Model – Vocabulary Squares
2 – Rubric

Resources:   http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds
Supplies: Computer with internet, headphones, cotton balls, magazines to cut for collage, writing supplies such as markers and colored pencils and scissors for collage.  Copies of the Frayer Model vocabulary squares, (attachment 1) and the rubric (attachment 2) are needed for the class activity

	Preparation
	                                                Teacher Actions and Instructions
The teacher may want to secure a computer lab for this lesson.  The lesson could be modified so that the lab is not needed.  The teacher should have the supplies listed above ready for this lesson.  The teacher should familiarize themselves with the PBS website – Misunderstood Minds:  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds.  There are several articles and simulations to be utilized in this lesson.  Copies of the article, PBS Misunderstood Minds; article, “Difficulties With Attention”, Frayer – Vocabulary Squares (Attachment 1), and rubric (attachment 2).


	Introduction
	This lesson is a part of the special education unit and will give more specific information on students who are experiencing difficulties in the classroom as a result of challenges concerning attention and hearing difficulties.  Students will be experiencing some hearing simulations to help them understand what students with learning/attention/hearing disabilities experience in life and specifically the classroom.  



	Step 1
	Anticipatory Set:  Give each student 2 cotton balls and instruct the students to put them in their ears to make it more difficult to hear well.  Turn on music or television as an additional distraction and give instructions for students to follow.  Speak in a normal tone of voice asking them to complete a simple task such as asking the person next to them their favorite thing about school.  With their ears plugged see the results.  Remove the cotton balls and allow students to discuss their experience.  



	Step 2
	Students will be required to read the information entitled: “Difficulties with Attention”, at http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds/attention.html.   The teacher may want to copy the article and distribute it to the students prior to going to the computer lab.  This allows students the ability to read and highlight important points.  If you do not want to make copies, the article can still be read online.

Ask students to read the article for comprehension, “Difficulties with Attention”.  If using hard copies, students should highlight important information.  If reading from the computer screen, ask students to write down important points.
While reading the information on the website have students focus on the following objectives:

-Identify signs of inattention, hyperactivity and impulsivity.

-The guidelines for determining behaviors indicating ADHD.

-The three attention control systems and the typical behaviors that correspond to each.
-Description of students with attention deficit disorders.
Students log on to http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds/attention.html and experience the auditory distraction.  Conduct a class discussion on the experience and its effects on learning.  If a computer lab is not available, this portion of the lesson could be completed with an instructor’s computer and projector.

	Step 3
	Students will complete the vocabulary terms listed above.  Attachment 1 will help to ensure the student understand the terminology used in the reading and this lesson.

	Step 4
	Utilizing the information in the reading and on the website, students will create 3 collage descriptions of what children might say and how they might behave if they: 
1) suffered from low mental energy 
2) had difficulty processing information  
3) had production control problems.  
This could be done by folding a plain piece of paper into 3 sections and using words and illustrations to show their understanding.  The website will aide in this activity.   This activity could be a homework assignment if the teacher wants to keep the lesson to 1 -50 minute class period.

	Step # 5
Check for Understanding
	The students will share in a whole group setting what they included on their collage.
The teacher will listen to the students’ ability to express their thoughts after completing the reading and experiencing the auditory simulations.


	Assessment / Culminating Activity / Finished Product

The student will describe in a well developed paragraph, the behavioral patterns of attention deficit disorders identified in the readings and simulations on the PBS website, Misunderstood Minds.  The students will describe the symptoms/behaviors of a child with attention disorders.  Students will reflect on their experience and their newfound knowledge of attention disorders.  A rubric for the written portion of the assignment is included. (Attachment 2)


	Extended Learning Activities

The teacher may want to invite a special education teacher to visit the classroom to share their experiences with students with attention disorders.  Students may want to research some statistics on the frequency of attention disorders.


	Accommodations

Teachers may want to modify the amount of time for this lesson.  If time is very limited one may choose only to complete the auditory simulation and discussion.


