Lesson Plan 2: School Governance - Federal & State 
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RPOS CTE Education Professions (EP) Lesson Plan
Lesson Plan Title:  School Governance - Federal & State
Timeframe:  1 - 50 minute class period
CTE EP Technical Standard:  
4.0 - Understand the roles of the governing board and the administration in relation to schools
4.2 - Describe how schools carry out the governing board's policies & meet state mandates
Arizona Workplace Employability Skills Standard: 
Expert Thinking:  Integrates a mastery of technical knowledge and skills with thinking strategies to create, to innovate, and to devise solutions
     -Uses multiple thinking strategies, such as critical thinking, divergent thinking, problem solving, and decision
      making, to determine a course of action
Resources Used (Books, Websites, Etc.): 
Websites: 
U.S. Dept. of Education,    
About Ed
A Teachers Guide to Fixing No Child Left Behind
	Objectives

1. The student will be able to identify how schools are governed through state and federal policies.
2. The student will be able to identify how the local governing board carries out state & federal mandates. 


	
	
	Essential Question
How does the state and federal government influence our local schools?



Vocabulary Words and Definitions
Vocabulary Word: 
Mandate: An official order to do something.  i.e. The state and federal government can mandate requirements for the schools to follow. 
Common Core Standards:  U.S. initiative that seeks to bring the states' curriculums into alignment with each other.

U.S. Department of Education: An agency of the federal government that promotes student achievement and preparation for global competitiveness by setting policy and overseeing education programs at the state level.
	Activity

Time
(1) - 50 minute class period(s)

	Materials
Attachment #:
1 – Website – Note Sheet
2 - Discussion Topics/Questions
3 - Governance Ladder

4 – Quiz
Resources: 

U.S. Dept. of Education 
About Ed
A Teachers Guide to Fixing No Child Left Behind
Supplies: pencils / pens / paper ,computer with internet, projector

	Preparation
	Teacher Actions and Instructions

This lesson will contain information on how school governance is influenced and controlled by federal and state mandates.  It also discusses how the local governing board implements these policies. The lesson also explores the policies of the U.S. Dept. of Education.

Use the internet to locate images of some of these events in history, and have them ready to show the students for the introduction.

         ... No Child Left Behind     ...Sputnik          ...IDEA      ... Title IX
Preview the websites:

U.S. Dept. of Education 

About Ed
A Teachers Guide to Fixing No Child Left Behind
Make copies of all attachments 

	Introduction
	Show the students the historical images and discuss what each image represents. 

During the discussion, ask the students to answer the following questions: 

Why was this event significant?

How was the federal government involved in this event? 

What federal laws are related to this event?

How are our local schools affected by this event?

Review the vocabulary words with the students to make sure all students are familiar with the terms.  Randomly, ask students to use the word in a sentence.

	Step 1
	As a class, brainstorm various issues that arise with schools and students.  These issues can be written on the board by the students.  Some examples might be: AIMS testing, wifi, crowded classrooms, highly qualified teachers, lunch choices, etc. 

	Step 2
	Students will Pair/Share these decision areas to determine the decision maker for each situation.  The teacher will move around the room discussing the answers with each group. 

	Step 3
	Using the internet, show and discuss the U.S. Dept. of Education website, discussing the mission and goals.  Under the category About Ed, the main activities of this department are listed:

1. Establishes policies for federal education funding and monitors the distribution of funds.

2. Collects data for research on America's schools.

3. Focuses national attention on the major issues in education.
4. Enforces federal laws prohibiting discrimination.  

Have students take notes on the information reviewed using Attachment 1, Note-sheet.

	Step 4
	Lead a class discussion regarding the Federal and State governing control of education.

Use Attachment #2 to guide this discussion.     

	Step 5
	Have all students use Attachment #3, "Governance Ladder" for discussion of the order for governance within the federal, state and local governing bodies. Identify the positions by the individual's name or position.  Optional:  This step could also be given as a research activity if students have use of computers in the classroom.   Answers for this activity will depend on current elections. 

	Step 6

Check for Understanding
	As a class, review the 4 activities of the U.S. Department of Education by having the students share out while you write them on the board.  Use the information presented on the website:
1. Establishes policies for federal education funding and monitors the distribution of funds.

2. Collects data for research on America's schools.

3. Focuses national attention on the major issues in education.
4. Enforces federal laws prohibiting discrimination


	Assessment / Culminating Activity / Finished Product

Students may take a multiple choice test at the end of the Governance Unit.  The following questions can be included on the test at the end of the unit on Governance (along with the questions from the other Governance lessons: Administrators, School Boards, Private & Charter schools.)  
This may be used as a quiz for this lesson. Attachment #4 (for quiz use). Answers are in bold below. 

1.  According to the constitution, the primary responsibility for education is given to the:
A. federal govt.       B. state     C.  local community    D. parents 

2.  Part of the state's responsibilities for education is to determine teacher:
A. dress code        B. salaries          C. schedules         D. certification requirements    

3.  No Child Left Behind is an example of a mandate from:
A.  the federal government      B. parents       C. the community       D. the state government
4. The Secretary of Education is a federal cabinet position of the:
A. President of the U.S.
B. Governor of the state
C. President of the school board
D. school superintendent
5.  An education mandate is a(n):
A. guideline for school curriculum
B. order for schools to follow 
C. option for home schooling
D. successful teaching method


	Extended Learning Activities

Students can view the U.S. Dept. of Education video titled A Teachers Guide to Fixing No Child Left Behind that discusses the problems and possible solutions to the legislation.  


	Accommodations

Identify teaching strategies or materials to address the needs of special education or ELL students.  Examples for these lessons may include:  allow extra time to complete assignments, group students according to specific needs of individual students, allow extra lab time, modify length of the assessments


