Lesson Plan 4: Cyber Learning Debate
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RPOS CTE Education Professions (EP) Lesson Plan
Lesson Plan Title: Cyber Learning Debate (follows Cyber Learning Research Lesson)
Timeframe: 2 – 50 minute class periods
CTE EP Technical Standard: 
3.5 -  Examine current educational issues.

11.1 - Investigate various methods of instruction.

13.2 - Investigate a new technology application that can be used to improve teaching and/or learning.

13.6 - Identify the ways that virtual cyber learning may impact the future of education.

Arizona Workplace Employability Skills Standard: 
Complex Communication:  Employs complex communication skills in a manner that adds to organizational
                                           productivity.

    -Demonstrates mastery of traditional communication skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening within 
     organizational structures.

    -Exchanges knowledge and processes among team members, colleagues, and clients.

Collaboration:  Collaborates, in person and virtually, to complete tasks aimed at organizational goals.

    -Builds on strengths and contributions of others to achieve common goals.

    -Exchanges essential information among collaborators.

Professionalism:  Conducts oneself in a professional manner appropriate to a organizational expectations.

    -Adheres to organizational protocol, such as behavior, appearance, and communication.
Resources Used (Books, Websites, Etc.):  

Ian Jukes' Understanding the Digital Generation
eClassroom News
Pros and Cons of Cyber Schools
Blended Learning
Research Template
Cornell Notes Template
These documents will be used in this lesson:

Debate Tips and Strategies
Debate Rubric (Attachment 1)

Reflective Essay Rubric (Attachment 2)
	Objectives

1. Students will debate (based on previous research) which educational system (cyber learning, blended learning, traditional learning) is best for learners.
2. Students will write a reflective essay, analyzing and personalizing the information from the debate about cyber learning, blended learning, and traditional learning.


	
	
	Essential Question
Which educational system (cyber learning, blended learning, traditional learning) is best for learners?  



Vocabulary Words and Definitions
Cyber learning:  learning by means of a computer, especially over the Internet. 
Blended learning:  a method of learning which uses a combination of different resources, especially a mixture
                                of classroom sessions and online learning materials  
Traditional learning:  face-to-face, teacher-led instruction
	Activity

Time
2 - 50 minute class periods

	Materials



Resources:  

Debate Tips and Strategies
Debate Rubric (Attachment 1)

Reflective Essay Rubric (Attachment 2)
Supplies: Computer with projector 


	Preparation
	Teacher Actions and Instructions
This lesson follows the Cyber Learning Research Lesson.  The expectation is that students were previously grouped into three teams (i.e. cyber learning team, blended learning team, and traditional learning team) and have conducted research about the pros and cons of their assigned educational approach.  Review the tips and strategies for debates at Debate Tips and Strategies. Make copies of a Debate Rubric (Attachment 1).  Make copies of the Reflective Essay Rubric (Attachment 2). Have the students set up the classroom for a debate structure that allows space for three teams to speak.  Post the questions for the reflective essay questions. 

	Introduction
	Ask students to be ready to give a definition for each of the following:  cyber learning, blended learning, and traditional learning.  Call on students to provide definitions for the class.  (Elaborate on any definitions as needed.)  Tell students that they will be using their research (both from their online sources as well as their interviews) to conduct a debate about the three educational approaches, arguing which method is best for student learning.  Explain to students that they will be using the information and insights gained from the debate to write a reflective essay.  Show the questions for the reflective essay so that students know what they need to be considering during the debate.

	Step 1
	Have students get out their note-taking sheets as well as their multi-generational interview responses.  Give them a few minutes to consult with their team members in preparation for the debate.  

	Step 2
	Review debate procedures, as necessary, emphasizing the collaborative process and professionalism.  (If may want to consider time limits for rounds of speaking and questioning for each team.  For example:  Round 1, Team A, Speaker 1 = 3 – minute limit, etc.)

	Step 3
Check for Understanding
	Question students regarding the debate procedures and process and the objectives to be achieved.

	Step 4
	Conduct the debate on which educational system is best for student learning.


	Assessment / Culminating Activity / Finished Product
Students will submit their research notes (either the Research Template or Cornell Notes Template.

The instructor will score the student debate, using the debate rubric.
Following the debate, students will write a reflective essay, personalizing the information from the debate by responding to the following prompts:  

1. Which educational system (cyber learning, blended learning, traditional learning) best suits your own learning style?  

2.  What did your classmates’ research about cyber learning, blended learning, and traditional learning show you that you hadn’t previously considered?  

3.  What predictions can you make about the future of cyber learning, blended learning, and traditional learning?  

4.  When you become a teacher, what components from each of the educational systems (i.e. cyber, blended, and traditional) will you use in your instruction?   

5.  How do you need to be prepared in your post-secondary education in order to teach in a variety of formats?  

6.  How do instructors teach students to become self-learners, accessing information in a variety of formats? 

The instructor will score the reflective essay, using the reflective essay rubric.


	Extended Learning Activities

After students have completed their reflective essays, ask for volunteers to share their insights with the class.  Or, you could group students and have them read and comment on each other’s essays, highlighting their classmates’ most thought-provoking ideas.

The following are two FEA Competitions that students could consider, using the topics of Cyber or Blended Learning:

FEA Blog Competition  (The purpose of the FEA Blog Competition is to provide FEA chapter members the opportunity to document their opinions, reflections, personal experiences, and discussions of FEA activities during the school year. The blog should have a brief description of the purpose for the blog and demonstrate creativity used in developing, sustaining, and using the blog.)
FEA Future of Education Presentation and Display Competition  (The purpose of the Future of Education Presentation and Display competition is to research and develop an effective and creative school for the future. The competition will take a look at the needs of students and teachers of classrooms 5 – 10 years from now and how students will be prepared to meet the challenges and changes of the future.) 
Additionally, students could write a research paper about one of the selected educational systems (cyber learning, blended learning, traditional learning), arguing which method is most suitable for student learning.   


	Accommodations

Identify teaching strategies or materials to address the needs of special education or ELL students.

Examples for these lessons may include:

*Allow extra time to complete assignments.

*Group students according to specific needs of individual students.

*Allow extra lab time.

*Modify the length of the assessment.


