Lesson Plan 3: Cyber Learning Research 
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RPOS CTE Education Professions (EP) Lesson Plan
Lesson Plan Title: Cyber Learning Research 
Timeframe: 1 – 50 minute class period
CTE EP Technical Standard: 
3.5  Examine current educational issues.

11.1 Investigate various methods of instruction.

13.2 Investigate a new technology application that can be used to improve teaching and/or learning.

13.6 Identify the ways that virtual cyber learning may impact the future of education.
Arizona Workplace Employability Skills Standard: 
Expert Thinking:  Integrates a mastery of technical knowledge and skills with thinking strategies to create, to innovate, and to devise solutions.

       -Recognizes the existence of a problem, sometimes despite evidence to the contrary.

       -Engages in continuous learning through inquiry and reflection.

       -Exhibits expertise by asking  relevant questions and listening actively.

       -Uses multiple thinking strategies, such as critical thinking, divergent thinking, problem solving, and
        decision making, to determine course of action.      
Intergenerational and Cross-Cultural Competence:  Interacts effectively with different cultures and generations to achieve organizational mission, goals, and objectives.

       -Uses relevant intergenerational and cross-cultural communication that acknowledges differences.

       -Promotes intergenerational understanding through active listening and respectful communication.

Professionalism:  Conducts oneself in a professional manner appropriate to organizational expectations.

       -Adheres to organizational protocol, such as behavior, appearance, and communication.

Resources Used (Books, Websites, Etc.): 
Ian Jukes' Understanding the Digital Generation
Online Degrees Making Universities Obsolete Says Bill Gates
Universities Will Be "Irrelevant" by 2020, Professors Says
Research Template
Cornell Notes Template
eClassroom News
Pros and Cons of Cyber Schools
Blended Learning
	Objectives

1. Students will conduct research about which educational system (cyber learning, blended learning, and/or traditional learning) is best for learners.

2. Students will conduct intergenerational interviews about which educational system (cyber learning, blended learning, traditional learning) is best for learners.
	
	
	Essential Question
Which educational system (cyber learning, blended learning, and traditional learning) is best for learners?  



Vocabulary Words and Definitions
Cyber learning:  learning by means of a computer, especially over the Internet. 

Blended learning:  a method of learning which uses a combination of different resources, especially a mixture
                                of classroom sessions and online learning materials  

Traditional learning:  face-to-face, teacher-led instruction
	Activity

Time
1 - 50 minute class period

	Materials
Resources:
Ian Jukes' Understanding the Digital Generation
Online Degrees Making Universities Obsolete Says Bill Gates
Universities Will Be "Irrelevant" by 2020, Professors Says
Research Template
Cornell Notes Template
eClassroom News
Pros and Cons of Cyber Schools
Blended Learning
Supplies: Computer and projector

	Preparation
	Teacher Actions and Instructions

The goal of this lesson is for students to gather information from both online resources and multigenerational interviews in preparation for a debate about which educational system (cyber learning, blended learning, or traditional learning) is best for learners.  
Prior to the lesson, it will be helpful for the instructor to review the following websites/materials:

Ian Jukes' Understanding the Digital Generation
Online Degrees Making Universities Obsolete Says Bill Gates
Universities Will Be "Irrelevant" by 2020, Professors Says
Research Template
Cornell Notes Template
eClassroom News
Pros and Cons of Cyber Schools
Blended Learning

	Step 1
	Show the video clip from Ian Jukes' Understanding the Digital Generation (approximately six minutes).  As students view the clip, ask them to think what new information the speaker presents and how it connects to the “digital generation”.  Following the clip, discuss with students their insights regarding the digital generation and the implications they see for future educators.  List the key ideas from the classroom discussion.

	Step 2
	Explain to the students that some experts contend that cyber learning is not only changing the face of education, but is the future of education (i.e.  Online Degrees Making Universities Obsolete Says Bill Gates, Universities Will Be "Irrelevant" by 2020, Professors Says).  Briefly discuss this concept with students, asking them what their perspectives are cyber learning compared to traditional learning and blended learning.  (If necessary, provide definitions of each of the educational systems.)

	Step 3
	Explain to the students that they will be conducting research (from both online research and multi-generational interviews) in preparation for a debate about which educational system is best for learners.  Some web sites that might be helpful for student research include:  

eClassroom News
Pros and Cons of Cyber Schools
Blended Learning

	Step 4
	Using the computer and projector, model how to use either the Research Template or the Cornell Notes Template for note-taking from online resources and multi-generational interviewees.  (Note:  Depending on the ability level of your class, you may also need to model potential appropriate interview questions.  Examples of interview questions include:  
1. What comes to mind when I say “cyber learning”?  
2.  What comes to mind when I say “blended learning”?  
3.  What comes to mind when I say “traditional learning”?  
4.  What are the benefits of each type of learning?  
5.  What are the challenges of each type of learning?  
6.  How might learning in the future change? 
7. Which type of learning do you most endorse and why?  
8. How do the changes in the types of educational formats offered impact students and teachers?  
9.  Which type of educational system is the best for learners?  
10. What recommendations do you have for teachers of the future regarding the variety of educational formats available?)

	Step 5

Check for Understanding
	Group students into three teams:  1. Cyber Learning Team, 2. Blending Learning Team, 3.  Traditional Learning Team.  Give them a few minutes to discuss what they are to accomplish in preparation for the debate regarding which educational system is best for student learning.  Ask a representative from each team to report out the objective and process for the activity.


	Assessment/Culminating Activity/Finished Product
Students will conduct online research and multigenerational interviews (either in the school computer lab or as homework), using either the Research Template or the Cornell Notes Template to record their findings.  (Teachers can determine the number of required note-taking sheets and/or sources and interviewees required as preparation for the debate.
Students will submit their research notes (either the Research Template or Cornell Notes Template).   These notes will be used for the debate in Cyber Learning Debate Lesson.  Teachers can determine the total number of note-taking sheets required, per student (i.e. minimum number of online resources, the minimum number of multi-generational interviewees).  These research notes will be used for the Cyber Learning Debate Lesson.


	Extended Learning Activities
The following are two FEA Competitions that students could consider, using the topics of Cyber or Blended Learning:

FEA Blog Competition  (The purpose of the FEA Blog Competition is to provide FEA chapter members the opportunity to document their opinions, reflections, personal experiences, and discussions of FEA activities during the school year. The blog should have a brief description of the purpose for the blog and demonstrate creativity used in developing, sustaining, and using the blog.)
FEA Future of Education Presentation and Display Competition  (The purpose of the Future of Education Presentation and Display competition is to research and develop an effective and creative school for the future. The competition will take a look at the needs of students and teachers of classrooms 5 – 10 years from now and how students will be prepared to meet the challenges and changes of the future.) 




Accommodations
Identify teaching strategies or materials to address the needs of special education or ELL students.

Examples of these lessons may include:

*Allow extra time to complete assignments.

*Group students according to specific needs of individual students.

*Allow extra lab time.

*Modify length of the assessment.
